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     FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MINUTES of the Wrockwardine Wood & Trench Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2015 at the Parish Council Centre, Church Road, Wrockwardine Wood at 7pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s. K. Hanmer – Chair, S.A. Watkins – Vice Chair, L.T. Brayne, D. Plant, C.F. Smith, H. Smith, B.J. Thompson and K. Watkins.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr. Alistair Timmis (Arriva) and 56 residents.
15/2707  APOLOGIES  
Apologies were received from Cllr. M. Hanmer (work) and Cllr’s. Shirley Reynolds and Stephen Reynolds (holiday).
15/2708 DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest in any item on the agenda.
15/2709 Presentation of Grants

Grants were presented to representatives from Newport Cottage Care Centre and 83 St. Georges Squadron.
15/2710 To receive Alistair Timmis from Arriva to discuss changes to bus services

The Chair asked for the discussion to be kept to the changes to route 55 which is the service that affects our area.  The Chair requested any members of the Bus User Group present to abstain from questioning Mr. Timmis as they have already made their views clear to Arriva.

Mr. Timmis said that he is in attendance in place of Jamie Crowsley and pointed out that he is not an expert on every bus stop in this area and if he cannot answer all the questions tonight he will get back to us at a later date.

Mr. Timmis said that the changes to bus routes are also taking place in other areas of the UK and Arriva are looking at the efficiency of the network.  
A resident of Cordingley Way said she will have a very long walk to the bus stop and a lot of elderly people in Oakengates Road will also be affected.

A resident of Richmond Avenue said he is concerned that the buses will be a danger to residents, especially children.  The resident said that he has spoken to 134 residents in this area and 127 of them are against this new route. The majority of the residents have cars and will not use the new bus stops.  Mr. Timmis said that he does not understand what the difficulty is with using Richmond Avenue.  The resident pointed out that it is a very narrow road, with cars parked on both sides of making it difficult for cars to navigate the road and the junction with Church Road is on a blind corner.  
A resident said that he has a PSV licence and in his opinion the buses turning into Pickering Road will have to encroach on the kerb to avoid parked cars and other road users.  The resident said that the changes have not been looked at properly and is an accident waiting to happen.
Mr. Timms said that Arriva have carried out three weeks of driver training and there have been no issues.  The resident said that he has seen the buses in training which only involves a single bus and pointed out that there will be bedlam if two buses meet both ways.
A resident said that several years ago she witnessed buses driving on pavements and small children trying walk past them and as a result she actioned a petition to change the bus route.  Mr. Timmis said that if there are issues such as this then they will pull the buses out.

A resident commented that Arriva are neglecting the most vulnerable residents and asked how the routes were devised.  Mr. Timmis said that lot of commercial data was analysed at Head Office, information is pulled from ticket machines and inspectors monitor the stops.

A resident said that there is no service to Aldi, Donnington.  Mr. Timmis said that this will be addressed.  Mr. Timmis also noted from a residents complaint that there is no service to the Doctors Surgery.

A resident said that he asked Arriva for a copy of their risk assessment but his request was refused.

Cllr. C.F. Smith asked why the bus routes have been stopped on Church Road when there is a new school in the area and elderly residents who are unable to walk far need transport to the doctors surgery.  Mr. Timmis said that unfortunately the reality is that Arriva is a business and the buses have to run on a commercial basis and Arriva were only allocated so many buses to run in certain areas.
A resident asked if there should have been consultation regarding the changes and Mr. Timmis said yes, but Arriva couldn’t do this at the time.  Mr. Timmis said that if there are real issues they will be addressed but the Traffic Commissioner will have to be given eight weeks’ notice of any changes.

Mr. Timmis said that his personal view is that Mrs. Thatcher devolved the bus services and they need to be running them as a public service, but unfortunately that is not possible.  Mr. Timmis assured residents that there is a possibility of change and he will take all comments on board and let us have feedback.  Mr. Timmis requested a copy of a petition that a resident of Richmond Avenue has carried out to take back to his Directors.
A resident asked if bus route 44 is subsidised as it is running every seven minutes.  Mr. Timmis said that the No. 44 makes a lot of money so Arriva intend to invest in it.

A resident asked what tracking methods were used to show that buses can turn safely into Pickering Road without mounting the kerb.  Mr. Timmis said this would have been done as part of the risk assessment.
Mr. Timmis assured residents that there will be no fare increase and said he will investigate why a four weekly saver ticket cannot be purchased in Telford.

A resident asked where the bus stop is to be sited for the new school and Mr. Timmis said this will be addressed this summer before the school is open.

It was pointed out that people in this area need a bus service that takes them to Donnington, Oakengates, Town Centre, Wellington and the Princess Royal Hospital.

The Chair asked for any data that residents have to be passed on to the Clerk who will submit it to Arrive and assured residents that the Council will back residents 100% and urged them to approach any member of the Parish Council with any concerns.

Mr. Timmis said that it is very clear from the strength of residents feelings that Arriva need to address their concerns and promised that Arriva will consider all the issues raised tonight.  Mr. Timmis agreed to feed back to the Clerk and to Cllr. John Thompson as Chair of the Bus User Group.
15/2711 Public Session

a) A resident asked if the planning application for housing on the Sutherland School site has been submitted yet.  Cllr. C.F. Smith said that no plans have been submitted to date and he has emailed Cllr. Richard Overton today to point out that the playing field needs to be left untouched and there needs to be proper consultation with residents.  

b) A resident said that there is a lot of dog waste on the former Trench Community Centre field and also a problem with aggressive dogs.  The Clerk was instructed to inform the dog warden.
15/2712 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th June 2015 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15/2713  CORRESPONDENCE
a) Telford & Wrekin Council – Letter from Helen Owen regarding consultation on the Licensing Act 2003 Statement of Licensing Policy. The consultation document can be viewed online at www.telford.gov.uk or at Addenbrooke House and Darby House 8.30am – 5.30pm.  The consultation period ends at 5pm on 14th September.  Comments can be sent to Darby House or by email.
b) Telford & Wrekin Council – email from Carl Phillips regarding consultation on the Gambling Act 2005 Review of Statement of Principles. The consultation document can be viewed online at www.telford.gov.uk or at Addenbrooke House and Darby House 8.30am – 5.30pm.  The consultation period ends at 5pm on 14th September.  Comments can be sent to Darby House or by email.
c) Telford & Wrekin Council – Invitation from Councillor Leon & Mrs. Barbara Murray, Mayor & Mayoress, to a Civic Service to celebrate the Mayoralty on 26th July at Wellington Methodist Church at 3pm.  Afternoon Tea will be served following the Service.  
d) Telford & Wrekin Council – Information from Benedict Williams on the proposed permanent prohibition of waiting and on street parking places Order. 
e) SALC – Invitation to training events: 17th July – Appraisals, Discipline & Grievance (HR Training) at Dawley House, 22nd July – Civic Role at Shirehall at 5.30pm, 3rd August – Pensions at Shirehall 5.15 – 7.15pm (postponed until 15th September 5.30 – 7.30pm) and 16th September – Sustainable Communities Act Workshop Session at Shirehall 5.30 to 7.30pm
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA

Telford & Wrekin Council – Local Plan Consultation Event on 4th August at Addenbrooke House at 6pm for Chair and Clerk and request to host a meeting for people to come and hear about the consultation document, view maps and ask questions.  It was AGREED to host a meeting.

Wrekin Area Committee – Minutes of a meeting held on 8th July and copy of the revised Constitution.

SALC – Invitation to Training Event – Chairmanship Part 2 Developing Your Role on Monday 14th September at Shirehall, 5.30 – 7.30pm.

TABLED CORRESPONDENCE      
Katrina Baker – Minutes of a Meeting for all Parish & Town Councillors & Clerks held on 3rd June.

SALC – Information Bulletins 15th and 23rd June and 8th July.  Notice of Vacancy for Parish Clerk at  Welshampton & Lyneal Parish Council. The Third Age Trust – Information on the University of the Third Age.

Local Council Review Magazine.  Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine
15/2714 PAYMENTS TO BE ISSUED

Each Councillor received a list of the expenditure transactions for July 2015.  RESOLVED – that the expenditure transactions for July 2015 totalling £6,871.67 be approved. (Copy list attached to office Minutes)

15/2715 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE A STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR JUNE
A Statement of Accounts for June 2015, was tabled (copy attached to office Minutes). RESOLVED – to approve and accept the Statement of Accounts for June 2015.
15/2716 To consider the problem of speeding vehicles at Moss Road
Cllr. Brayne said that he speaks about this problem at almost every meeting and it doesn’t get resolved despite promises being made to look at it.  It was AGREED to invite Nick Kitchen from Telford & Wrekin Council to our next meeting to discuss this matter.
15/2717 To elect a representative to SALC Wrekin Area Committee
RESOLVED – to elect the Clerk and Cllr. John Thompson as representatives to Wrekin Area Committee

RESOLVED – to elect Cllr. D. Plant as representative to the Parish Charter Monitoring Group.
15/2718 Parish Environmental Team
a) To consider a reduction in the materials budget to assist with increased apprenticeship costs

RESOLVED ​– to reduce the materials budget by £1200 to assist with increased apprenticeship costs. 

b) To sign an agreement regarding the purchase of powered equipment
RESOLVED – to sign an addendum to the Parish Environmental Team Agreement regarding the purchase of powered equipment.

15/2719 Keep Fit Class – to reconsider closing the keep fit class in light of further information
The Clerk said that members of the keep fit class are desperate to keep the class running and have offered to pay an increase in the weekly charge.  It was RESOLVED to allow the class to rent the hall at the reduced cost of £10 and the instructor could then set the weekly charge to members.  It was AGREED to reconsider this decision in six months.
15/2720 ANY ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a) Cllr. K. Watkins said that there is a very strong rancid smell in the Trench Road area that is present once the Mint takeaway opens every afternoon.  The Clerk was instructed to report this matter to Environmental Health.

b) It was AGREED to hold a public meeting in August for residents if we received feedback from Arriva regarding the changes to the bus service.
15/2721  DATE & VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th September 2015 in the Meeting Room at 7pm.
The meeting closed at 8.10pm

Signed…………………………………………………

Date………………………………….
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