Soil pH – Down Road allotments
Random checks (Feb 2014) on the soil at Down Road indicate a neutral pH.
The range overall was 7.0 down to 5.5

Most plots seem to be 6.5 to 7.0

A few are down to 6.0

And a few more are as low as 5.5   

Neutral soil is 7.0 which is good for most crops
However different crops grow better if the pH of the soil is matched to their optimum requirements. The second page of these tips gives a chart of pH values for different crops.  The exact numbers do differ according to where your information comes from, so these should be used as a guide.
The indications for Down Road are that most brassica crops would benefit from liming at planting out time
Soil pH – Beach Hill allotments
Random checks were carried out at Beach Hill and they too indicated a neutral pH.
Most plots showed 7.0

One had an 8.0 reading and one a 6.0

The soil is much sandier than Down Road with a few small stones.

The comments on liming for brassicas apply as above.
Liming

Consult the RHS site for detailed advice on liming   http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?PID=144
The most commonly available sources of lime are:-

Garden lime – ground up powdered rock

Builders Lime (hydrated lime)

Very fine powder which blows about, tends to mild burn your hands and eyes.

I find it easier to use if first mixed with fine dry sand  Can be a bit harsh for some plants. Leave planting for a while after liming.  Not as long lasting as garden lime.
One can water with a hydrated lime and water mix – eg Runner beans

Plant pH preferences

Fruit Plants

pH


Apple


5.5-6.5

Blueberry

4.5-5.5

Cherry, sweet
6.5-8.0

Pear, common
6.5-7.5

Plum, American
6.5-8.5

Raspberry, black
5.5-7.0

Raspberry, red
6.0-7.5

Strawberry

5.5-6.5

Grapes

5.5-7.0

Vegetables

Asparagus

6.0-8.0

Broad bean

6.0-7.0

Beetroot

6.5-8.0

Broccoli

6.0-7.0

Cabbage

6.8-7.5

Cantaloupe

6.0-7.5

Carrots

6.5-7.5

Corn


5.5-7.5

Cucumbers

5.5-7.0

Eggplant

5.5-6.5

Lettuce

6.0-7.0

Onions

6.0-7.0

Peas


6.0-7.5

Peppers

5.5-7.0

Potatoes

4.8-6.5

Sweet Potatoes
5.2-6.0

Radishes

6.0-7.0

Rhubarb

5.5-7.0

Runner bean

7.0-7.5

Spinach

6.0-7.5

Sprouts

6.5-7.2

Squash

6.0-7.0

Tomatoes

5.5-7.5

(Portions of this publication were adapted from J. Nesmith and E.W. McElwee, Florida Cooperative Extension Service Circular 352 and RHS web site)
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