AZERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: MARTYN MILLER
SUTTHILLS, GATE BRIDGE ROAD, GALPHAY, RIPON, HG4 3NT
EMAIL: AZERLEYPC@YAHOO.CO.UK
TELEPHONE: 07729696302
azerleyparishcouncil.org.uk

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held Thursday 30th July 2026 at 7.30pm
at Winksley Church Room.


(2026-27 – 035) Present were Cllr. Robert Weatherhead (Vice Chair), Cllr. Sheila Miller, Cllr. Patricia Harling and Cllr. Ian McMullen.
(2026-27 – 036) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk.
[bookmark: _Hlk489346265](2026-27 – 037) Apologies were accepted from Cllr. Jan Lawson and NYC Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister.
(2026-27 – 038) No Declarations of Interest were received. 
[bookmark: _Hlk494805764](2026-27 – 039) It was Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting, the Parish Council AGM and Annual Village Meetings held on 28th May2026, having been circulated for consideration beforehand, were agreed and considered to be true and correct record and duly signed by the Chair.

Report from NYC:
(2026-27 – 040) A report of NYC issues had been circulated. It was Resolved for the Clerk to enquire about specific locations on Galphay issues item 2, Kex Beck flooding and mobile masts.

Consideration was given to the following correspondence:

(2026-27 – 041) Email from NYC Highways re changes to online reporting – The Clerk advised that the new changes have resulted in split reporting with some issues remaining on the old system. Highways advise that it may take up to two years to transfer the remaining items to the new system. This item was Noted.

(2026-27 – 042) Joseph Hayward request for assistance to sow wildflower seeds on Winksley Village Green – Cllr. Miller provided an update and advised that the vegetation is expected to be cut and removed within the next two weeks, followed by the sowing of the seeds. As the site is relatively small it wasn’t envisaged that Joseph would need any help. This item was Noted.
(2026-27 – 043) NYC email re Winksley issues – following a discussion it was Resolved to accept Highways response and monitor during the winter.

Matters requested by Councillors: -
(2026-27 – 044) Galphay village green benches – A quote from the handyman had been obtained and circulated, it was Resolved to accept the quote and ask for the work to be completed. 
(2026-27 – 045) Footpaths in Mickley – Cllr. Harling stated that complaints had been raised due to the overgrown vegetation on areas of paths particularly by the river. It was Resolved that as NYC didn’t have the funds to keep rural paths clear perhaps villagers could cut away overgrown brambles etc. where necessary.
(2026-27 – 046) Road closures – Cllr. Harling had received complaints about the number of road closures, that not all were carried out and signs being left following closures. It was stated that the majority of recent closures throughout the area involved Quickline infrastructure for fibre broadband and this was likely to continue until this phase of the programme was completed. It was Resolved to raise the issues with NYC.
(2026-27 – 047) Blind corner issues – Gate Bridge Road/Galphay and Horsely Gates – Cllr. McMullen stated that this issue was worse with increased traffic during summer months and not helped by overgrown hedges. It was Resolved to report the junctions to NYC road safety officer. 
(2026-27 – 048) Damage caused by RTA to Gate Bridge – Cllr. Miller advised that work had commenced on the bridge and the road is open with temporary traffic lights. It was Resolved for the Clerk to contact Highways regarding the timescale for completion.
(2026-27 – 049) Nidderdale National Landscape, JAC report – Cllr. Miller advised that funding is likely to remain the same for the next two years. Ongoing work on open access for suitable pathways in the NNL area. This item was noted.  
(2026-27 – 050) Don’t Spark Disaster Campaign – Cllr. Miller informed the meeting of this important campaign and it was Resolved to support it by displaying on the website and notice boards. 
Ongoing issues:
(2026-27 – 051) Flooding at Misses Lane/Gate Bridge Road junction – repair work completed, awaiting adverse weather conditions to assess what has been completed is adequate and can cope with heavy rains etc.
It was Resolved to remove this item from future agendas unless further issues arise.

(2026-27 – 052) Mickley drainage works – on Highways schedule awaiting allocation. Highways state that although on the schedule work is selected by need and urgency and a date for this work could not be provided.
(2026-27 – 053) Galphay flagpole – Cllr. Weatherhead said he was still hopeful of getting this completed. It was Resolved to obtain contractor quotes should work to the pole be required in the future.
  
 (2026-27 – 054) Verge Tree Pruning Mickley – Cherry tree and tree stump still an issue – It was Resolved to advise NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister that this matter is still outstanding despite repeated requests.
     
(2026-27 – 055) Speed restrictions Mickley village – It was Resolved to await for the NYC programme as it is extensive covering villages across North Yorkshire.
 
(2026-27 – 056) Planning Notifications for conditions – The Clerk advised that no further response had been received. It was Resolved to ask NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister to make further enquiries. 
  
(2026-27 – 057) Councillor vacancy – The Clerk had made arrangements for an advert to be placed in Fountain Magazine and this was in the July/August edition. The Clerk reported no response had been received. This item was Noted.

(2026-27 – 058) Parking restrictions Mickley Church Hall – Cllr. Harling advised that the white lines had been reinstated. No further action is required. 

(2026-27 – 059) Grit box location Mickley – the Clerk advised that Highways will move the bin before next winter. It was Resolved to monitor progress.

(2026-27 – 060) Stile in Mickley too high for elderly residents – The Clerk reported that the NYC Footpaths Officer is investigating the issue but has said it can be a lengthy process when dealing with landowners and we would only be informed once the issue had been resolved. It was Resolved to monitor.
(2026-27 – 061) Yorkshire Water outstanding issues in Galphay – works have been completed to the layby on Galphay Lane which has reduced its size and bollards erected. Residents complain that the bollards are not in keeping with the landscape and do not understand why the site has been reduced in size. It was Resolved to raise these concerns with NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister.
  Financial matters:
 (2026-27 – 062) The following accounts were Approved for payment:
	HMRC
	
	
	29.05.2026
	£169.01

	Clerks salary (May)
	
	
	29.05.2026
	£272.68

	HugoFox 
	
	
	08.06.2026
	£2.99

	Santander charges
	
	
	09.06.2026
	£9.99

	Farm & Land
	
	
	06.07.2026
	£529.20

	Yorkshire Accountants
	
	
	06.07.2026
	£43.20

	HMRC
	
	
	06.07.2026
	£169.01

	Clerks salary (June)
	
	
	06.07.2026
	£268.68

	Post Office
	
	
	06.07.2026
	£14.40

	HugoFox 
	
	
	08.07.2026
	£2.99

	Santander charges
	
	
	10.07.2026
	£9.99

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	£1,492.14

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


(2026-27 – 063) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 30th July 2026 was Resolved to be correct (including current account balance £5,041.76 plus Hinkley & Rugby Building Society Account £3,019.29). Total funds available £8,061.05 .         

(2026-27 – 064) The spending v budget report for the period to 30th  July 2026 was Resolved to be correct.

(2026-27 – 065) The appointment of an internal auditor 2026/27- It was Resolved for the Clerk to investigate and obtain further quotations from suitable auditors.

(2026-27 – 066) Proposal to change Bank account to HSBC – The Clerk advised that HSBC now provided an account that does not incur charges. It was unanimously agreed and Resolved for the Clerk to investigate further and if correct obtain the necessary forms to open an account.



Planning refusals:

(2026-27 – 067) APPLICATION NO: 26/02636/FUL
PROPOSAL: Erection of Rural workers cabin to be used in conjunction with Gate Bridge Farm Equestrian facilities
LOCATION: Gate Bridge Farm Warren Lane Galphay North Yorkshire HG4 3FG
‘A’ submitted – no objections.



(2026-27 – 068) APPLICATION NO: 26/02318/PNG
PROPOSAL: Change of use from Agriculture to form flexible commercial use. 
LOCATION: Archway West Leas Farm Warren Lane To West Lees Galphay North Yorkshire HG4 3PB
‘C’ submission made with comment on lack of information to make an informed decision.
It was Noted that Planning had since advised that “approval is not required”.
Policy review/approval:
(2026-27 – 069) Tree Maintenance Policy – Following discussion it was Resolved that annual inspection of high-priority areas should remain for safety reasons and future inspection reports should be carefully considered prioritising urgent work.

(2026-27 – 070) Data Audit policy – It was Resolved to approve this policy. 
(2026-27 – 071) Agenda items to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council:
· No confidence in NYC – the Clerk to investigate procedure.

(2026-27 – 072) To confirm the date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting: 7.30pm 24th September 2026 at Galphay Village Institute.


These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr. Jan Lawson, Chair


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 24th September 2026
At the Regular Meeting of the Azerley Parish Council held on 24th Sept. 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302
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