
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 21st of July 2026 at 7pm, Featherstone Village Hall
Attendance: Cllr M Ridley (Chair), Cllr A Whitehead (Vice Chair), Cllr A Dale, Cllr H Maxted, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr A Sharp, Cllr J Wigam
Also Present: Sean Glenton (Cemetery Keeper) Clerk: Emma Ackroyd, Deputy Clerk: Jan Birks

53/26 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Keith Teesdale (Staffing Committee), Cllr D Keen has resigned. 

54/26 Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were received.

55/26 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Dealt with Elsewhere in the Current Agenda
Members noted that Cllr H Maxted and Cllr A Dale, appointed as Staffing Committee representatives at the previous meeting, had since confirmed that they were willing to act.

56/26 Minutes from Previous Meetings
Members considered the minutes of the meeting held on 9th of June 2026. The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
Proposed: Cllr H Maxted, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved

57/26 Clerk's Report
Members received and noted the Clerk's Report (Appendix 1).
The Clerk updated members on the headstone inspection programme:
· Approximately 150 notices had been posted, 21 families had made contact and five headstones had been reset. 
· Remedial work must be carried out by an approved memorial mason and not by family members. 
· The deadline for families to arrange works remains December 2026, after which loose headstones will be laid down on safety grounds. 
Agreed: caution tape to be placed around each headstone identified as loose, to improve visibility and to allow the Clerk to record which memorials have been made safe. Agreed by majority.

58/26 Cemetery Matters
58/26.01 Exclusive Rights & Transfers
Members considered one application received.
58/26.02 Cemetery Report
Members received the Cemetery Report (Appendix 2).
Members noted the positive public feedback received regarding the appearance of both cemeteries and recorded their thanks to the Cemetery Keeper.
The following matters were raised:
· Boundary wall – repointing required either side of the main gate. Clerk to obtain a quotation, with a view to completing the work before the winter. 
· EPC – received for the Cemetery House, rated E. 
· EICR – none currently held. Clerk to obtain a quotation; any contractor engaged must provide the appropriate certification. 
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

59/26 Allotments
59/26.01 Allotment Updates
The Clerk reported that letters had been issued to tenants following the site walkthrough, with limited improvement to date.
Members discussed water usage on the site and agreed that consumption should be monitored.
59/26.02 Correspondence
Members considered correspondence received from an allotment holder regarding covered growing areas.
Agreed: the covers may remain until the end of September 2026, after which the plot must be brought into compliance with the allotment rules. Clerk to write to Mr Tully confirming.

60/26 Land Registration of Haltwhistle and Greenhead Cemeteries
The Clerk reported limited progress since the last meeting. Cllr Sharp agreed to make direct contact with volunteer to progress the matter.
Documents had been forwarded in respect of the trustee and closed cemetery arrangements at Greenhead and a response is awaited.
Members expressed concern at the lack of progress and agreed that the matter should be pursued more actively. The update was noted.

61/26 Reports on Financial Matters
61/26.01 Balances, Income and Expenditure
Members received and noted the financial report (Appendix 3).
Members queried utility costs, which related mainly to water consumption at the allotments, and agreed that meter readings should be submitted regularly.
The Clerk advised that business rates had been paid personally, as payment could only be made by card or cheque, and would be reimbursed through expenses.
Agreed: a comparison of actual expenditure against budget to be brought to a future meeting.
61/26.02 Payments for Approval
Members considered the payments schedule as presented.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr A Whitehead – Approved

62/26 Any Other Business
Access to Documents Online
Concerns were raised that documents listed on the Committee’s website could not be opened. Agreed:
· Clerk to raise the matter with the website provider. 
· Documents to be uploaded in PDF format in future, as a more universally accessible file type. 
· Committee information may be shared directly with parish councils on request. 
Parish Contributions
Members discussed the burden that the Committee levy places on the smaller constituent parishes and noted that one parish is considering withdrawing. The matter was noted.
Recording of Cemetery Keeper Attendance
Agreed: the Cemetery Keeper’s attendance to be recorded in the minutes of meetings at which he is present.

Confidential Matters
63/26 Resolution to Exclude Press and Public
Resolved: That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
63/26.01 Staffing Matters
Members received an update following discussions between the Staffing Committee representatives and the Cemetery Operative. It was confirmed that:
· Formal waterproof outerwear had been ordered, as previously agreed. 
· Arrangements for attendance at the graveside during burials were in place. 
· A Staffing Committee representative would continue to make periodic informal visits to the cemetery. 
Agreed: the soil box method to be trialled at the next burial, with a Staffing Committee representative discussing the arrangements with the Cemetery Operative beforehand and reporting back. Clerk to pursue a further visit to Hexham Cemetery.

63/26.02 Any Other Confidential Matters
None.

Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 15th of September 2026 at Greenhead.
The meeting closed 8.30 pm.
Clerk: Ms Emma Ackroyd
Email: burialclerk@haltwhistletowncouncil.org
Signed:                                                                       	Date:	Page 3 of 3


