Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of High and Low Worsall Parish Council held in Worsall Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 16th April 2020.

Present  Cllr Woodward (Chair), Cllrs Bivens, Bainbridge, Rubin, Gatenby, Gibb and Clerk.

Apologies  Cty Cllr Wilkinson.

Minutes of the previous years meeting   The minutes of the previous years meeting were unanimously agreed as read and signed as a true record.

Matters Arising

Financial Report  

The Clerk reported a year end bank balance of £6020.11, this includes the remaining amount of £1744.38 in the Transparency Fund, £1506.59 in the Special Projects Fund and £2769.14 in the General Fund.  The Parish Councils major outgoings continue to be the PWLB loan repayments,  grass cutting of the Green and verges and the Clerks salary and expenses.

Chairs Report

This year the following matters have been attended to:
Election

Councillors Woodward, Bivens and Bainbridge were re-elected in May and I am pleased to welcome new Councillors Gatenby, Gibb and Rubin to the PC.  I am delighted that Joanne Staples continues as Clerk to the Council.
Governance
The implementation of the Transparency Code was largely completed last year although some of the grant is still to be spent on training.  The NALC model standing orders 2018 were adapted for the use of this council and adopted in January.  Thanks to Cllrs Rubin, Bivens and Gibb for this work.  
Planning

All Cllrs attended a planning training event held at Stone Cross, which was felt to be valuable for responding appropriately to applications.

There have been a number of planning applications in the parish this year.  Applications for substantial alteration or construction of new buildings include 1 Tofts Close, one dwelling at Orchard House also to include TPO’s on a number of trees and six dwellings at the former Ship Service Station, which were all approved.  Applications for nine houses on the land west of the Ship Inn and conversion of outbuildings to create four dwellings at Manor House Farm High Worsall are awaiting planning decisions at the time of writing.

New Community Infrastructure Levy rules for this year mean that the destination of CIL money will be more transparent that previously.
Budget and Precept 2019/20

I am pleased that reserves continue to be healthy due to accurate budgeting and that our budget for the coming year has allowed us to leave the precept at the same level again. Thanks to Cllr Gatenby for preparing the budget for next year.
Infrastructure Maintenance

Work funded by the Yarm Social Charitable Trust and a grant from Cty Cllr Wilkinson was completed this year, including the landscaping and street furniture at the entrance to Village Road and the installation of a new PC noticeboard.

Signed  ……………………………………………….  Dated  ………………………………………
For Chair High and Low Worsall Parish Council
A second annual litter pick was completed.  Thanks to the large number of residents who helped with this and the landscaping work. 

The bus shelter roof was re-felted and painted.  Thanks to those who did the work and supplied the materials. 

The right of way from Stobarts Lane to the Ship Inn has been cleared by the landowner and is now accessible. 

We have entered into an annual maintenance contract for the defibrillator at the Village Hall in order to ensure that it is in full working order if needed.

HDC have agreed to supply and install three new dog bins at various locations in the village.

The Council have continued to lobby for the eastern end of the B1264 highway surface to be repaired and have also discussed some residents concerns about speeding. The Highways Authority continues to carry out inspections and we hope that the work will be added to the schedule this year.

Finally I would like to thank my fellow councillors and Joanne for their time, support, professionalism and positivity throughout the year.

Parish Council Representatives on the Village Hall Committee

Cllrs Bivens and Bainbridge agreed to continue in the role.  Their appointment was unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

Signed  ……………………………………………………  Dated  ………………………………………

For Chair High and Low Worsall Parish Council
PAGE  
2


 of 3

