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Updates on major local and regional plans

It is not too much to say that we are at the centre of a welter of plans that are mostly top down driven and over which we have any or little control. Firstly,

Oxford- Cambridge Expressway

This plan exercises a substantial influence on the rest even though it is not yet fully defined. Though the middle of the 3 routes- corridor B- has been chosen, the course of the route around Oxford has not yet been determined. Corridor B avoids Thame but the route around Oxford, dependent on the one chosen, could have a marginal effect. However, the real effect of the Expressway is to create a “growth corridor” which brings us to:

Oxfordshire Plan 2050

The Oxfordshire Growth Board (see below) consulted on this plan until 25 March. It was previously known by the less user-friendly name of the Oxfordshire Joint Statutory Spatial Plan.  This will set out the development framework for the county for the next generation. 
 
At this stage, the consultation is on the Vision and Objectives, and does not include specific targets.  However, although not spelt out in the Plan, after 2031, the Oxford-Cambridge growth corridor proposals envisage another 250,000 or so houses - doubling Oxfordshire's housing stock and population by 2050.
 
Oxfordshire Growth Board
 
The Oxfordshire Growth Board- a mix of local authorities, business and universities- has already agreed to another 100,000 houses in return for £215 million from the Government for infrastructure projects. This represents a 40% increase already. SODC have signed up for their share and included the increase in its:
 
 SODC Local Plan 2034
 
After much delay (see website for newsletters with full detail) the Plan is about to go for examination and the Inspector’s conclusions should be available by the Autumn. Serious concerns have been submitted by Thame Town Council about the Plan in terms of fairness, practicality and adherence to national policy. ETRA has submitted concerns on a number of issues previously outlined in newsletters. Once the Inspector has passed the Local Plan 2034- he could delay by rejecting it or requiring revision, Thame Town Council has one year to produce a new version of the:
 



Thame Neighbourhood Plan (TNP)
 
Under the Local Plan, Thame is obliged to supply another 363 houses and associated infrastructure. At the moment timetables are uncertain owing to the potential outcome of the SODC Local Plan 2034 examination but a draft for public consultation is unlikely until at least the spring of 2020. However, background studies are being carried out, as well as a call for housing sites, in preparation for the construction of the TNP.
 
Updates on individual sites/issues
 
“Health Campus” Kingsey Road Roundabout
 
A public exhibition was held at the Town Hall on 6th March. ETRA had already presented a paper to SODC on access, public transport and parking issues. The town undoubtedly needs improved facilities but any development has to be optimum for residents as well. A key issue is what will be the size of the centre since it may be providing a range of services for a wider area than Thame. However, the relevant Health Trusts have yet to decide their involvement. Pre-application discussions held by the developer, Hallam Land, with SODC led to the latter advising such a project be included in the Thame Neighbourhood Plan first.
 
DAF site
 
Angle Developments proposal for a Care Home, Offices and 129 homes was rejected by SODC on the basis of the loss of employment land. Further developments (e.g. possible appeal) are awaited.
 
Lord Williams’s Lower School site
 
At the full council meeting on Tuesday 26th February, Thame Town Council (TTC) was asked to ‘consider’ the Design Brief prepared by LANPRO on behalf of Lord Williams’s School (LWS). It should be acknowledged that, in response to the public consultation, design changes had been made most notably:
1.	Housing on the playing field moved to the western side next to Meadowcroft.
2.	Withdrawal of the proposal of vehicular access via Chiltern Grove. Pedestrian access proposal still remains subject to Bowls/Tennis Club approval.
3.	Increased separation of existing properties to new developments.
Thame Town Council approved the design brief for the construction of 135 dwellings only.
 
HOWEVER, the approval itself does not relate to a planning application. The planning authority SODC will decide on any planning application that comes forward and it is clear that the eventual application may include increases in numbers as proposed in Lanpro’s letter but rejected by TTC. 
 
Kingsey Road Roundabout
 
The committee is extremely concerned at the attitude of Oxfordshire County Council to the risk to life currently posed. Protests have been made to OCC by the committee and Thame Town Council have passed a motion to get action. Any more news will be announced at the AGM.
 
Other developments
 
These will be outlined at the AGM

