Hampshire County Councillor Update				November 2020


Lockdown 2 

As cases rise in Hampshire Public Health England continues to provide weekly COVID19 updates including the number of cases locally as well as links to local and national data on the Hampshire County Council website. HWRCs and Country Parks will remain open with social distancing measures in place.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/publichealth/jsna/covid19-data-and-intelligence#step-5
I am receiving a number of requests, from residents, for the local Covid statistics. Unfortunately the statistics only go down to a Borough level hence the number of Covid sufferer in Test Valley is available but this includes the outskirts of Southampton as well as the villages hence it is only a guideline for the villages. 

Vulnerable Families 

Hampshire County Council worked with partners to immediately distribute £150,000 of funding to support food banks and charities that are helping support the most vulnerable families in Hampshire during the half term break.

Food Waste Survey 
Councils spend over £100 million dealing with waste from Hampshire homes. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, residents were throwing away around one fifth of the food they bought – meaning some households were wasting £60 worth of food every month. However, since the lockdown with such drastic changes to lifestyles, people are buying, preparing and cooking in different ways.
Research indicates that during lockdown, there was a 34% reduction in key food items being thrown away, with more people planning meals, making use of freezers and using up leftovers.

Hampshire County Council’s food waste survey is open until 12 November, and those who take part have the opportunity to be entered into a prize draw to win a selection of recipe books.
To take part in the survey visit:
 https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=160155366812

Surface Water Drainage and Flooding 

We are approaching a potentially really wet Winter. Hampshire Highways routinely maintains Hampshire’s 60,000 gullies and 4,600 catchpits, as well as carrying out a continued programme of improvements to highway surface water drainage systems to make Hampshire more resilient to the effects of extreme weather. 
If you believe the flooding is from a main river contact the Environment Agency at: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency or phone 0800 80 70 60.

Urgent issues on the public highway can be reported to the County Council via www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems during office hours and via 101 outside office hours.

Surface water flooding on the highway can also be reported direct to Hampshire County Council at www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems

For other incidents of flooding please report these at: https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/flooding/reportingflooding

Flood prevention guidance on reducing the risks and impacts of flooding is available at: https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/flooding/floodprevention

Advice from Hampshire County Council and the Environment Agency on managing the risk of flooding is available at:  https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/flooding/sandbags

Advice on how householders can be 
prepared: https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanning/whattoplanfor/floodingadvice

To sign up for flood alerts visit: https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/warnings

Great Waste Grants Open

Grant funding is now available to community groups, small businesses, schools, charities and Parish Councils to fund projects to help reduce waste, reuse or repair items. The fund has supported many projects in the past including repair cafes, cookery and upcycling classes in schools, a second-hand school uniform service, swap events and a click and collect service for refillable containers.

The deadline for the first round of applications is Friday 4 December 2020. A second round of applications will be open in early 2021. For more information https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/02102020Wastegrant

Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
I am a Member of the Sir Harold Hillier Arboretum Management Board and I am very happy to tell you that, once again, we have won gold in the annual South and South East in Bloom Awards. The autumn colours are wonderful at the moment so plan your trip, become a member, or a volunteer by visiting hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/hilliergardens  The Gardens are a jewel in the portfolio of Hampshire County Council

Highways
The Head of Highways and the Deputy have changed and the attached map identifies the individuals and their areas of coverage. Also I have attached the latest Highways report from Tim Lawton. See these attached.
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