
KCC COUNCILLOR WAYNE CHAPMAN 
Town / Parish Council Report – September 2025 

 

1. Highways Update 

• Appledore Road, Tenterden – I am really pleased to announce the Section 278 agreement 
between Vistry and KCC has now been signed. The plans show resurfacing from the bottom of 
Beacon Oak Hill, past the Vistry development, and most of the stretch from Vistry to William 
Judge Close. These works must be completed before any dwellings are occupied, but cannot 
start until UK Power Networks make the new streetlights live. Once this is done, the KCC 
Streetworks Coordination Team will agree the programme with Vistry. 

• Cranbrook Road & Rolvenden Hill, Tenterden – Residents and the Kent & East Sussex Railway 
have raised concerns about inadequate road and crossing signage. This was reviewed by 
Tenterden Town Council’s HIP and KCC Highways, but as the improvements are not deemed 
essential, they would need to be funded by Tenterden Town Council if pursued. 

• High Street, Tenterden – Resurfacing works from West Cross to Station Road are scheduled 
overnight between 24 September and 3 October (8pm–5am, excluding weekends). 

• Ashford Road, High Halden – I reported to KCC Highways missing pavement bollards near the 
village shop, where vehicles were parking dangerously. I’m pleased to confirm new bollards 
have already been installed. 

• Rye Road, Wittersham – Works on reported highway issues are due to take place in early 
September. Temporary road closures may be required. 

• Kenardington–Appledore Road – Repairs have now been completed. 

• Station Road, Appledore – Residents raised concerns about verges not being cut back enough 
for safe walking. I reminded them that, as this is a rural road, pedestrians should walk facing 
oncoming traffic in line with the Highway Code. Verges here are managed as a Tier 3 annual 
conservation cut, due in October. 

• A28 Bridge, Newenden – Recent damage to the bridge has been reported to KCC Highways for 
repair. Planned maintenance (approx. 12 weeks) is scheduled in the 2026/27 financial year. In 
the longer term, with the extension of the steam railway line, a pedestrian footbridge may be 
required to support increased tourism, I fully support the idea of a future footbridge. 

• Kent County Council will be installing two new bus stops complete with timetable casements 
the bus stops on either side of the road are both on the Ashford Road /A28 between London 
Beach Hotel and Shoreham Lane. Works are programmed to be carried out from 29th 
September to 1st October. 

• Rolvenden & Biddenden – Patch and strip repair works continue across both parishes with no 
major issues reported at present. 

 



 

2. Pondswood / Legge Farm Solar Farm 

At Kenardington Parish Council’s recent meeting, a key topic was the proposal to convert Grade A 
arable land at Pondswood Farm into a solar farm. The planning application is now live on the Ashford 
Borough Council planning portal for public comment: 

https://abcportal.ashford.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-
application/a0hTw000002XxGHIA0/pa20251201?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register  

 

3. Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation 

Discussions continue between KCC, Medway Council, and district and borough councils regarding 
the different options for local government reorganisation. The next KCC LGR Committee meeting will 
take place on 30th September. 

 

4. The Mildred Trust 

I recently met at Ivy Court Surgery with Practice Manager Lyndsey Armstrong, Beth Rice, and Louise 
Brangwin from The Mildred Trust. Their impact on our community is remarkable: 

• In the last 3 months, 958 residents have used the Community Fridge. 

• 819 people have benefited from fruit & veg vouchers, emergency food, and household 
essentials. 

• Children received uniforms, shoes, bags, and stationery for school. 

• Free children’s holiday activities were delivered over the summer. 

The Trust runs from Tenterden Leisure Centre, the Kent Family Hub, and is opening a shop in 
Appledore this September. More info or ways to help: www.themildredtrust.org 

 

5. Wittersham Coffee Morning 

On 14th August, I was delighted to join the coffee morning at Wittersham Club Room. It was a 
pleasure to meet local residents, parish councillors, and Alf – the hardworking village groundsman 
who also supports neighbouring communities. The tea, coffee, cakes, and the beautiful village garden 
behind the hall were enjoyed by all. My thanks to everyone involved. 

 

6. Tenterden & Surrounding Areas Youth Event 

On 10th August, a very successful Youth Event was held on Tenterden Recreation Ground, showcasing 
the many clubs and groups available to young people locally. Many families are still unaware of the 
fantastic opportunities on offer, so this event was a great way to raise awareness. I was pleased to 
support it with a grant from my KCC Member’s Fund. Huge thanks to all the volunteers and 
organisations involved. 

https://abcportal.ashford.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTw000002XxGHIA0/pa20251201?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
https://abcportal.ashford.gov.uk/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTw000002XxGHIA0/pa20251201?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
http://www.themildredtrust.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

7. Stone to Homewood School Bus 

I have been contacted by a number of Stone residents with children attending Homewood School who 
have no options available for a bus to take their children to school, this service was stopped by KCC a 
number of years ago stating the Rye College School in East Sussex is the nearest school of which is 
where the children shall attend if they require a bus service to school. I personally feel that this 
service should be reinstated to Homewood School, I know others in the past have failed, I am trying to 
see if there are any unexplored or new options available to reinstate this much needed bus service. 

 

8. Advance Apologies for Absence 

I aim to attend the following parish/town council meetings in September: 

• 1st – Appledore 

• 2nd – Biddenden 

• 8th – Tenterden 

• 9th – Wittersham 

• 16th – Newenden 

• 18th – Rolvenden 

If prior commitments prevent me attending, I apologise in advance. 

You can always reach me at: wayne.chapman@kent.gov.uk 
For highways, street lighting, or footpath issues, please report first via: 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement      

 

Many thanks 

Wayne Chapman 
Kent County Councillor – Tenterden Division 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement

