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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING PARTY

              MEETING HELD ON 11TH AUGUST 2015 
             IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE ROOM
No. 12
1. Present: Mike Brown (MB), Georgina Carrington (GC), David Gould (DG), Susan Gould (SG), Ronald Hogg (RH), Michael Hopper (MH) , Jo Witherdon (JW)         Apologies: Sue Cherry (SC) and Pam Schults (PS)
2. The Minutes of Meeting No. 11 on 14th July 2015 were approved, 
3. There were no declarations of interest, based on the contents of the Agenda.
4. (Added Item).  JW stressed the need to focus the area of the NP.  We can only create policies based, simplistically, on whether planning consent is needed for that change.  We can include other items if we can show that it would have an impact on that consent.  The team have now centred the NP on the following:
Housing – Where, Design and Density
Parking – Sufficient off road
Employment opportunities – type, and need.
Amenities – New Surgery (if the GP’s want to move)
Asset Protection – Green Spaces etc.
Flooding – impact on development etc
Amount of development – balance the scale of growth vs community benefits.
There was discussion as to the mechanism used to gain this information.  For example, to find out if existing parking is adequate, a walk round and visual check could be sufficient.  To this end, the team have each taken on areas of the village to ascertain how many car spaces a dwelling has, and using local knowledge, how many cars seem to attached to the dwelling and how they are parked.  This will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
5. Revised Local Plan (LP) Consultation Period: 
i. MH had kindly trawled through the amendments and highlighted areas, thus making the task less onerous. Of the 8 points raised, 4 solicited some concern.
a. MM10, Policy 13, regarding sustainable drainage “all new developments of two ten dwellings or more”.  To be commented on as a matter of urgency, thoughts of NPG is that even one dwelling would need sustainable drainage plan in certain areas in MSA. 
b. MM20 Policy 24, regarding design.  Added sentence highlighting the need to use common sense in design (example given bin storage and laundry drying) where the existing policy would not be appropriate.  More appropriate in a town setting, but could be applied with additions to listed buildings.
c. MM23  Policy 29, regarding re-use of buildings in countryside.  It could be included in the NP if we so wish.
d. MM24  Policy 30, item d.  regarding employment development being “sustainable” and of size and design not visually intrusive.  Use of word sustainable is not measurable.  To be commented on, asking how they would quantify this need.
ii. Statutory Settlement Boundary (SSB): one villager has asked for their area to be included in the settlement boundary, it is uncertain why this has been requested.  Also, we now understand that issues with the boundary is not part of the LP Consultation Period remit.  The team are in agreement with the reinstatement of the SSB.
i. Questionnaire: to be revisited at the next meeting due to time constraints.
i. Progress Report
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Grant Application: The tortuous journey to completing the application has been carried out.  It has been decided to not apply for professional assistance fees, as the limited time of 6 months is too short for the NP to get that point, JW to assist in developing a more detailed project plan for the next stage, from which a discussion can be had at the next meeting on the need for professional support.  
ii. Courtesy letter to landowners:  The above application included funding the land registry request for all landowners names and addresses, once this is received the letter will be created.
iii. SWOT:  SG has summarised, based only on feedback.  This will be emailed to all the NPG.
i. Any Other Business: None
i. Date of Next Meeting.  The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.  The next meeting is the 8th September, 7.00pm, in the VH Committee Room.


NB.  There are supplementary notes covering comments about Question forms and contacts needed.

Tasks:
Village walk:  To walk your designated area after 6.30pm on a weekday, take a record of parking problems (photo).  SG&DG Stileham Bank, Milton Road Close, Wetherby Close.  GC&MB Milton Road, Hopsfield, Bladen View.  MH&RH Huntley Down, Chapel Street.  JW Orchard Rise, St Andrews View. 
Not covered yet: Coles Lane, Brooklands, Homefield, Little England, Causeway, Lynch Close, Blandford and Dorchester Hill.
RH: Track down County Parking Scheme (on Dorset4you)
GC: Contact DCH link with Wessex Water/Environment Agency regarding extra measures needed in MSA for development regarding flooding, do they have a Surface & Groundwater Management Plan.
SG: email SWOT and SHLAA web address/instructions to team
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