LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 8TH  DECEMBER, 2008, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

959)
Members of the public address the Parish Council on issues and matters of 
concern not listed on the agenda:


No issues were raised.

960)
Declaration of acceptance of Office:


Councillor Patrick Pietroni made a declaration of acceptance of office and submitted 
his general notice of registrable interests.

961)
Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman, (Vice-Chair), Mrs. D. Peace, Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. P. Pietroni


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


1 parishioner was present.

962)
Apologies for absence:

Apologies were given by T&W Borough Councillors Terry Kiernan, as he had


to attend another meeting,  and Cllr. J. Seymour who was ill.
963)
Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the


agenda.

None were declared.

964)
Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda.

No issues were raised.
965)
To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday


10th   November, 2008.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2008 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 

966)
To discuss any issues arising from the UK Coal planning application and the 
possible public inquiry.
It was resolved to invite George Chancellor and David Coxill (Minerals Planning Officer) to the January meeting to discuss how the Parish Council responds to the Public Inquiry.

It was also resolved that the Parish Council would consider suitable strategies and initiatives with which to deal with issues arising from a successful application by UK Coal.

967)
To discuss contributions made by parishioners to the Parish Plan.

It was reported that some responses had been given to the Parish Council.

It was resolved that the 4 page survey should be sent out to all parishioners with the next Community Newsletter.

968)
Clerk’s Report.

1. New Laptop Computer.

The Clerk report that a Dell Studio 17 laptop had been purchased and that this would be added to the council’s list of assets.

2. Emergency Planning.

The Clerk reported that he had a meeting with T&W’s Emergency Planning Officer and that he had a template for the development of the parish’s Emergency Plan.

3. Your Police Service 2009 and Beyond.

No one was able to attend the consultation meeting but the clerk would order sufficient consultation leaflets for councillors to have one each. The matter would be placed on the agenda for further discussion in January 2009.

4. 30 mph signs.

The Clerk reported that these had now been delivered and would be distributed with the Community Newsletter.

5. Community Newsletter.

It was agreed to circulate a survey on broadband provision and a request for first-aiders with the Community Newsletter.

6. CiLCA portfolio.

The Clerk reported that this would be submitted for assessment prior to the next Council meeting.

7. Correspondence.

It was agreed that Cllr. P. Hutchings would attend the Telford & Wrekin Parishes Forum on 7th January 2009.

969)
To report on the progress of the Quality Council application.

The Clerk reported that the portfolio had been discussed with Karen Roper of SALC and that he had put together two further portfolios.  The Clerk reported that he would be presenting the application to the panel on Monday 15th December at the Shirehall.

970)
Planning:

Planning application:

Ref: EA/W2008/1295/(Full Planning).


Applicant:

CADscapes Ltd.


Proposal:

Erection of replacement dwelling.


Site Address:

Keepers Cottage, Buildwas Lane, Little Wenlock.
It was resolved to support the application with the proviso that:
1. Additional development on the site is precluded.
2. Electricity is supplied by underground cable or is self generated.

971)
To receive reports on Borough Liaison.

Consultation on the Charter for Working Together:  The Chairman outlined a number of concerns about the Charter.  In general it was felt that it could be more precise and less ambiguous and as a result could be more constructive.

It was resolved that the Clerk would write to Caroline Oakes highlighting the concerns expressed by the Chairman.

972)
Consultation on the Charter for Working Together.

1. Cllr. Goodman reported on the Rural Forum meeting held on 1st December and that the main areas of discussion focused around the terms of reference.
2. Cllr. Peace reported on the SALC AGM, the main issue of contention being the increased cost of subscriptions.
3. Cllr. Peace raised concerns over the parking on the road around the village hall. It was resolved to forward the concerns to the Village Hall Committee.
4. Cllr. Peace outline the idea for an “Outdoor Gym”. This was met with great enthusiasm and the council resolved to look further into the suggestion and to liaise with Hilary Betts.
973)
Finance:

1. It was resolved that councillors who are responsible for a specific project may spend money on urgent items up to the sum of £100 subject to approval of the Chairman and one other Councillor.

2. It was resolved to give a grant of £250 towards the automation of the church clock.  It was further resolved that if the target figure had not been reached by 1st April 2009 then the Parish Council would consider a further application towards the cost of the project.

3. The following expenditure that had been incurred since the last meeting was approved:

· PC World
   Laptop Computer and accessories
£1086.75 (incl. VAT)
· NALC
  Quality Council application

£58.75
4. A statement on current financial balances was presented by the Clerk.
5. It was resolved to issue a replacement cheque for £80 to The Samaritans who had unfortunately lost the original cheque.

6. It was resolved that the following accounts be paid:

George Chancellor
C Red Photocopying



£16.22

K. Smith Contracting
Grass cutting




£493.50

Raby sawmill

Christmas tree



£86.25

John Marcham

Parish Clerk’s Salary.


£163.96

HM Customs & Excise
Tax on Clerk’s salary


£41.99

John Marcham

Expenses 1st July to 30 November 2008
£247.02

Village Hall

Christmas tree lights


£30

Signs Express

250 x 30mph signs



£832.31

974)
Precept:

1. The Clerk presented an outline of current and future expenditure for the financial year 2008/09 and a forecast for expenditure in 2009/10, including any projects or capital expenditure proposed by Councillors.
2. It was resolved to raise the Precept by £500 to £10,710.00 for 2009/10.  The Chairman and two councillors signed the Precept Form which was then countersigned by The Clerk.

975)
Date of the next meeting:

The next meeting will take place on Monday 12th January at 7.30 pm, preceded by a 
Police Liaison meeting at 7.00 pm.

DRAFT ONLY.

 TO BE APPROVED AT THE NEXT MEETING
