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Spring & Summer 2024
 

April : Friday 12th 

The Sting
May: Friday 10th 

One Life
June: Friday 14th

The Great Escaper
July: Friday 12th 

Can You Ever Forgive Me
August: Friday 9th 

Wicked Little Letters
September: Friday 13th 

Green Book

Lenham Community Centre 

Groom Way, Lenham ME17 2QT

Admission: adults £5, under 16s £2

Cash only, on the door

Doors open 19:00, performance begins 19:30

@LenhamFilmClub

www.lenhamfilmclub.org

lenhamfilmclub@gmail.com
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Editorial

We welcome your input and comments please email me at editorialslf@outlook.com

we, the FOCUS, are always looking for help 
to distribute your monthly magazine. 

of hours now and then – please consider 
offering your services. FOCUS needs 
distributors, the Lenham Meadows Trust 

maintenance (1st Sunday of each month) 
of our local green spaces, and the Food 
Station needs volunteers – see inside for 
more details.

If YOU can offer your time, expertise or 

details on to the organisation or society that 
interests you.

David Jackson   

Editor

Village Spring Clean

Saturday 6 April

village look its best. Meet outside the . 
Equipment provided. For more details ring the 
parish council on 01622 829034.

FOCUS is also online at  

Focus

Circulation 2,100 to Lenham Village (plus shops, 
library, pubs etc.), Lenham Heath, Platts Heath, 
Sandway, West Street, Woodside Green, Warren 
Street and to various Harrietsham outlets.
Copy Deadline:

By 1st of the preceding month to editorialslf@

outlook.com or by phone/text on 07714 311008. 
Photos of the village and local events are welcome. 
Published by Lenham Focus

The Lenham Focus is published by Lenham Focus, a 
Company Limited by Guarantee, Reg No.11770314. 
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors, not 
the publishers; the publishers accept no responsibility 
for any errors or omissions; the publication of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement. 
Authors of articles and advertisements are 
responsible for obtaining all necessary permissions. 
The Focus may forward comments or complaints 
directly to an author of any article and seek a 

Focus

 (approx 
including borders). PDF format (300dpi) preferred.

1/8 Page (45x61mm) Landscape £13
1/4 Page (92x61mm) Portrait £21
1/2 Page (92x123mm) Landscape £38
Full Page (185x123mm) Portrait £69

Editorial: David Jackson

editorialslf@outlook.com or 07714 311008

Advertising: James Collett

advertslf@outlook.com

Finance: Sue Summers

lenhamfocusinvoices@gmail.com

Special Interests: Danny Coorsh

Distribution: Jon Snepp 07971 249137
Print & design:

We are rightly proud here in 
Lenham of our village, the 
facilities, activities, the location 

and the opportunities to be an integral 
part of the community. But it all takes time 
and effort. 

With the onset of a substantial number 
of new homes as the village expands, it 
might be thought that getting volunteers to 
keep the wheels turning should be getting 
easier, but this does not seem to be the 
case. We found at the end of last year that 
it was only at the 11th hour that the annual 
Christmas lights and celebrations were 
saved. Our amazing Lenham Meadows 
Trust struggles to get helpers, the Parish 
Council has vacancies for councillors and 

APRIL 2024

STOP

PRESS



You 
might 
recall 

that back in 
April 2023 
we covered 
the challenge 
facing 4 
rowers 
embarking on 
a 2,800 mile 

Ocean, all 
in aid of the 
charity MIND. 

began on 12 June 2023 with 14 teams 
participating from around the world. 

historic harbour of Monterey, followed 
the path of many adventurers and 
explorers of yesteryear, and rowed the 

Row the Pacific
Hanalei Bay on the stunning island 

lifetime adventure.

The team spent two years, almost every 

feat. They trained, ate, slept, and 

other, and pouring over tasks in their 
master plan spreadsheet!

hours on the oars and 2 hours off. 
They consumed 850,000 calories and 
experienced equipment failures, tough 
weather patterns and the perils of 
almost capsizing; but had a front seat 

and moonbows.  An experience that will 
last them a lifetime.

Want to hear more? Come along to 

the Lenham Tithe barn and hear from 

the team in person.
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The  
Sting

at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

Friday April 12th  

Performance begins 19.30,  

doors open 19.00

Running time 2 hrs 9 mins

programme with a winner, selected as 

vote. Come along to see The Sting 

of sheer pleasure and laughter, even if 

set in the Chicago of the 1930s when the 
Great Depression was raging, but this 
one, starring Robert Redford and Paul 
Newman together with its unforgettable 
Scott Joplin ragtime score, most 

boss Doyle Lonnegan (played by Robert 
Shaw). When Lonnegan retaliates, 
Hooker asks for help from the master of 
the long con, Henry Gondorff (played by 
Paul Newman). The stakes are high and 

up to the brilliant end of this fabulous 

Picture. Directed by George Roy Hill.  

Our May performance is another winner. 
In  (2023) Anthony Hopkins 
brilliantly plays British stockbroker 
Nicholas Winton looking back as his 
younger self saves hundreds of Jewish 
children from the occupying Nazi forces.                                                          

Please get in touch for more information 

Admission:

£5, under 16 £2, Under 5 free.

       



7

FREE
Quooker Flex

in polished chrome*
Worth £1150 on any kitchen

purchased above £14,500 

*Price of kitchen excludes fitting.
Upgraded models available at

additional cost for a different
finish or style tap.

Offer valid April 1st 2023
till June 30th 2023

www.inspired-interiors.uk
01622 851155

Bevent we would like to pay tribute 
to our friend Jill Hatcher who 

was involved with our group for so many 
years. Jill was a pleasure to be around. 
Organised and professional, diligent 
and hard working and always with that 
wicked laugh, she had a wonderful 
sense of humour. We shall miss her 
enthusiasm and dedication to our group 
and to all the organisations she assisted. 

Lenham Festival 2024

After a gap of a few years, the team is 
pleased to announce a 2024 festival  
will take place on Saturday 1st June  
from 11am to 5pm at Lenham  
Community centre.

Lenham Festival
The day will be in the form of a 
showcasing of groups, organisations 
and talent within our community in all its 

celebrate our village, its ethos, heritage 
and community spirit which we are all so 

Many organisations have already 
come forward to take part along with 
performers. We look forward to hearing 
from others who wish to contribute.

Please contact 01622 859412 or 

07891901831; Lenham Festival
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DEWITT RESIDENTIAL FLOORING LIMITED
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Lenham Events Calendar

We thought it would be a good idea 
to have a central events calendar 
so that when organisations are 

planning special events, they can check 
the calendar to see if there are any other 
events on that day that would clash.  

Please let us know of any special events 
that you have planned so that we can add 
them to the calendar.  

We have added an events calendar to 
the Community Centre website. To check 
on events click on Calendar, then at the 
top of the page change Main Hall to Lenham Events and choose the month that you are 
interested in.  

   

You can contact me, Julia Allen, by email julia.allen@cjaconsulting.co.uk or phone 
01622 859775 or 0776 5472074 or Carol at the Community Centre (Monday to Friday 9am 
– 1pm) email bookings@lenhamcommunitycentre.org.uk or phone 01622 853800.

Please note that this is just for special events not regular meetings.

give your garden a makeover this AUTUMN

AUTUMN SALE

UNIT 3, ASHMILL BUSINESS PARK, ASHFORD RD, LENHAM, ME17 2GQ. TEL: 01622 231399

open to the public and trade 7 days a week
W. WWW.THEPATIOWAREHOUSE.CO.UK E. INFO@THEPATIOWAREHOUSE.CO.UK F. inthepatiowarehouse
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IInstitutes of Ontario. The WI movement 

Adelaide Hunter Hoodless (Feb. 27, 

Waterloo, is her homestead in St. George 
(National Historic Site/museum). 

Born in Ontario, Madge Watt immigrated 
to England in 1913. She introduced the 

was held on September 16, 1915, in 
Llanfairpwll, Wales. 

WI began in rural areas with its 

proper household management resulted 

Her commitment and perseverance are 

from decades of challenging  
 

 

A view from across the pond 

On February 8th, I was warmly welcomed 

75th Anniversary celebration. For the 
occasion, everyone was asked to bring a 
tea cup/saucer (most of which were made 

what WI membership has meant. “Where 
do I start with decades of cherished 

and others shared wonderful, heartfelt 
reminiscences about mothers and sisters 

carries on making connections in all 
corners of Canada, especially illuminating 
pathways for women. With dedication and 

continues to strive for the betterment of 

legacy. Adelaide would be proud!
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Ring: Kentish Warm Roofs on 01634 789025
The granary, Greenway Court Road, Hollingbourne ME17 1QD
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PROUD TO BE SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY  

SINCE 1965 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors, 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism. 
 

With our 24-hour emergency service,  
we are only a telephone call away. 

 

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly with 
one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who will be 

there to help, support and guide you through the whole of 
the funeral process.

 

 
 

 
 

A.W. Court Funeral Directors 
Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP 

Telephone: 01622 850840 
 

Email: enquiries@awcourt.com  Website: www.awcourt.com  
 

A.W. Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited. 
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP. 
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IS YOUR GARDEN SUMMER READY?   
Pergolas, Gazebos, Garden Buildings  |  Garden Furniture to include Dining Sets,  

Lounge Sets, Benches, Bistro Sets, Garden Kitchens, BBQ’s, Fire Pits,  
Outdoor Mirrors, Ornaments, Pots and so much more!  

Unit 2, Ashmill Business Park, Ashford Road, Lenham ME17 2GQ info@outdoorlivinglenham.co.uk 
www.outdoorlivinglenham.co.uk 01622 231399

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Lenham Community Centre is 
celebrating its 20th Anniversary so we 
are holding a celebratory evening with 

the return of the very popular Ian Gallagher 
who will swing us through the event with 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Matt Munro, 
Sammy Davis Junior and Michael Bublé.   

the high cost of living so have kept the 
price as low as we can at £14 per ticket. Do 
please bring your own drinks and nibbles.  
Tickets are available from the Community 
Centre 9am – 1pm, Kent Loves or the 

poster on the next page).

A Potted History 

The village had outgrown the Old Lenham 
Parish Hall and whatever renovations we 
did to the amenities such as the kitchen, 
toilets and heating they were never going to 

So, the seed was sown to build a new 
community centre within walking distance 
of the village. 

quite a hurdle, and then of course purchase 
it. As you will probably all know our 
community centre was built on land off the 

named Groom Way.

then put in applications for Lottery and 
other funding; twice we were turned down 
by the Lottery but thankfully, after hiring 
Tom Roberts at a cost of £10,000, our third 
application was successful.   

Outline planning permission was applied 
for and granted in 1999; full planning 
permission granted in 2002 and building 
started later that year. The keys were 

January 2004.  

Some of the original Management 
Committee are still on board; Nick Osborne, 
Ian George and me, Julia Allen. Some are 
no longer with us; Harry Appleton, Tony 
Robinson and our Secretary Margaret 
Mitchell.  Roy Gill and Nigel Watson have 
both moved away from the village. But 
most importantly without the tenacity 
and determination from Nick Osborne 
(Chairman) it would never have happened, 
so thank you Nick.  

We would also like to thank the Parish 
Council and many others who helped us 

all here. 

Lenham Community Centre
20th anniversary celebration 
Your invitation from Julia Allen, vice Chair, Lenham Community Centre
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Lenham Community Centre
20th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, 20th April 2024
Dance
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A Story about ‘Puritan 
Troublemakers and President 

F.D Roosevelt’ (part 2 
From Henny Shotter, Heritage Lenham

)

In the last Focus, we heard about Thomas 

sons of the wealthy yeoman Paul 
Reader. He died in 1597 and left his estate 
to his wife and subsequently, once the 
children came of age, to Patience (1578 – 

Each of the girls were to inherit £40, which 
was a small fortune then; Thomas would 
inherit the Hall House and land in Lenham; 
and Helchea a house in Boughton Aluph. 
The hall was in the centre, with the parlour 
on one side and the buttery and the pantry 
on the other. Above the parlour and, at 

were two chambers. There were also 
outbuildings; a bread house, a milk house, 
a kitchen, barn and barnyard. It is likely that 

The archive holds a document from 1594 
in which two men were accused of entering 

to have a long tradition! However, the hall 
was a rather prestigious place, with even a 
painted cloth as a wall hanging.  

It contained a cupboard, a long table, two 

and twelve cushions. The parlour, which 

hangings. 

The chambers upstairs had comfortable 
beds, with feather bedding and bolsters. 
One of the beds had a trundle bed (a bed 
under the bed) which traditionally was 
used for a servant to attend to the master 
in the night when needed. The family had 
23 sheets, ten tablecloths and 30 table 
napkins, which are all indicators of a very 
comfortable lifestyle. On the farm were 
three cows, thirteen ewes, a ram, four 
lambs, six hens and four chickens. At the 
time when the inventory was taken, wheat 
was growing on nine acres. 

A "joined'  stool gets its name from the 
fact that proper "joints" were used  in 
making the stool. (image: W&A)

Parlour Hall

Buttery

Pantry

Pa
ss

ag
e
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The Reader family owned goods to the 
value of £222.  

According to information in the book by 

the Reader family was in the top 10% 
of society in terms of the value of their 
household goods. However, by 1664 there 
was only one person with the surname 
Reader living in Lenham and she was too 
poor to have to pay Hearth Tax. So what 
happened? (More in the next Focus). 

An illustrated Talk by Vanya 

Sharp & Henny Shotter at
Lenham Community Centre
Thurday 25 April 7.30 pm
(after a sort AGM)
Entrance £4,  
Members Free

New fastest-growing sport  
from USA – Swat-Ball

Straight from Florida, a mix of 

the latest craze sweeping the 
States and on its way here. Invented 
as recently as very early April last year, 

on impact and the score is recorded 

board ready for the next swat. Head of  

releasing anger without damaging your 

 
for details.
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Want an accountant that
speaks your language? 

Accounting for Equestrian Businesses. 
Competitive rates, quick turnaround.

For a quote or to arrange a call, email 
hello@fosters-accountants.co.uk

Or text 07436 895621

fosters-accountants.co.uk

10% discount in
January, quote: 

“The Lenham Focus”.

SHOWROOM 
The Old Nursery,  The Common, 

Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2HT

01580 720733

w w w . g a t f i r e . c o . u k

PACKAGE 1
The Lakes
Derwent 
5kw mul�fuel 

ECO Design Ready 

£999 plus VAT
FITTED

PACKAGE 
 Stoves 

5kw 
woodburner  

£1 99 plus VAT
FITTED 

THESE PRICES INCLUDE:‐ flue pipe, closure plate,
flexible stainless steel liner, caps, clamps, connectors etc.,

and fi�ng by a HETAS and OFTC Registered Engineer.

Our Es�mates 
are FREE,

Our Advice is FREE
IT MUST BE 

WORTH A CALL!

Stoves  •  Fireplaces  •  Chimneys

GATFire
HETAS and OFTEC Registered Installers

We believe in value for money, we can supply and fit any make and any model of stove at prices that make
our compe�tors complain... and yes, they have!!

OPENING TIMES: MONDAY ‐ SATURDAY 9.15am ‐ 5pm, SUNDAY  ‐ Closed

Our Es�mates 
are FREE,

Our Advice is FREE
IT MUST BE 

WORTH A CALL!
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Save the dates: - May 17th - May 27th 2024. Craft event 24th – 26th May 2024

More details will follow in the May edition of FOCUS. Meanwhile, here’s a taste  
of some of the art you will see at this year’s exhibition.

Pilgrims Way Art Exhibition 
and Craft Fair

Paul Fowler

Nigel Davison

Billy Showell

Richard Friend



25

David GisbyMary McFadden

Gavin Roweth
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in the Focus, our website and social media.

Parish Council news

Every year Lenham Parish Council 
organises an Annual Parish Meeting. 
This is not the usual parish council 

an opportunity to hear what many of the 
groups in the village are doing, to catch 
up with them and update on what is 
happening around us in general.

This year that event will take place on 
Friday 19 April at the Lenham Community 
Centre. The doors will open at 7pm and 

groups will be present with information 
about their services and opportunities  
for activities.

There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions of all the parish councillors 
in an informal setting and to share your 
views on what you would like to see the 
parish council focus on, if you feel there is 
something which needs addressing. We 
also hope to be in a position to discuss 
the outcome of the recent review of the 
Maidstone Local Plan.

Unlike our usual meetings there will also 

at our monthly gatherings but for the 
Annual Parish Meeting we do. So why not 
come along, and let us know what your 
concerns are and tell us where you think 
we are doing OK?

The company working on behalf of 
Countryside Homes, the building 
company developing the 136 new homes 
off Old Ham Lane (strategic site 5 in the 
Lenham Neighbourhood Plan), will begin 
work during the last week of March.

Ham Lane, from 25 March until around 

and services laid. 

maintained during this time. Access 

It may be possible to allow access 
through Old Ham Lane during this period 
if the works reach a point where the 
road surface can be reinstated. This will 
entirely depend on progress and cannot 
be guaranteed. 

Once the works are complete there will 
be a revised and wider access to the 
development site west of Old Ham Lane 

Jill Hatcher

The parish council was deeply saddened 
to learn that Jill Hatcher passed away in 
January. Jill was a stalwart of the Lenham 
community and had worked tirelessly on 
the Lenham Neighbourhood Plan. Our 
deepest condolences go to her family.
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W:  philipjarvis.co.uk  |  E:  homes@philipjarvis.co.uk  |  A: 1 The Square, Lenham ME17 2PH  |  T:  01622 858241

Here for you,
whatever the weather
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ARUNDEL CASTLE TULIP FESTIVAL 

Friday 26th April 2024 
Join us for the day visiting Arundel Castle for it s annual Tulip Festival. 

The festival is regarded as one of the top tulip displays in Europe and it set 
against the breathtaking backdrop of the Castle. 

A sea of colour as the festival showcases over 120 different named tulips  
planted by the Castle s award  winning head gardener and his team.   

Over 100,000 tulips create a stunning display of colour. 
Entrance includes the Castle, Keep & Gardens 

£53 per person 
Pick up points: 08.30 Carrs Yard, 08.45 Dog & Bear Lenham,         

09.00 The Rose Bearsted 
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Recipe of the Month
Mrs Sutherland’s Devonshire Apple Cake

Ingredients:

85g (3oz) unsalted butter

85g (3oz) caster sugar

1 ½ pudding basinful of chopped apple – 
small pieces

1 egg, beaten

Method:

Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas 5 and 
butter a shallow baking tin.

butter, then add the sugar.  Stir in the 

The mixture should be fairly stiff.

Place in a shallow baking tin, sprinkle the 
top with caster sugar and bake for about  

¾ hour. Remove from the oven and let it 
cool slightly. If desired, dust with icing sugar 
before serving.

This is a lovely pudding for a Sunday lunch, 
served with cream or ice cream. If using as 
a cake, then allow to cool before cutting. It 
should keep for several days in an airtight tin.
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Book Review
From the Lenham Library

The author I am 
showcasing this 
month is Susan 

winning writer recognised 
by the American Library 
Association for her 

Her books mix fantasy and 

the supernatural.

The author moved from 
Britain to the USA and 

area of Massachusetts.

It was here that her book Ghost Hawk was 
researched and written. It tells the story of 
the short life and coming of age of a young 
member of the Wampanoag tribe. In the 
middle of Winter Little Hawk is sent out into 
the wilderness where he will spend three 
months entirely alone. He can take only 
a bow and a quiver full of arrows and his 
mystical tomahawk. His father has given 
him a metal knife, traded with furs, from the 
white settlers across the great sea. 

If the young boy survives three moons 
by himself, he will be a man. When Little 

decimated by death and disease brought 
by the people of the new Plymouth Colony.

This is a beautifully written 
book describing the 
relationship between the 
native people and the land; 
and the respect for nature 

suffering and survival and 
the close friendship of an 
English boy and an Indian. 
It is a portrait of life in 17th 
century colonial America 
where religious bigotry and 
intolerance were rife and 
interactions with the native 
population led to acts of 
betrayal in the acquisition of 

land. The book has a twist in the middle 
which I was not expecting but it only 
encouraged me to read on.

The author has been praised for her 

place a lot of value on relationships, culture 
and the environment and understanding 
the genres that appeal to teens is critical 
to engage them when their lives are 
increasingly digital and when reading has 
to compete with games and social media.

Lenham library welcomes young people. It 
is a social place where all can meet to use 
our computers, e books and our growing 
collection of books suitable for teens and 
young adults.



31

Have you heard?
Kent Wax Removal

EARWAX 

Tel:  07498 852 708
Email:  hello@kentwaxremoval.com
Website:  www.kentwaxremoval.com

REMOVAL 
SPECIALISTS

have arrived 
in Lenham

The Brown Barn, 
Bull Hill, 
Lenham Heath, 
Kent, ME17 2JA 

Treatments & Consultations

Children’s Chiropody

Corns, Callouses & Hard 

Skin Removal

Diabetic Foot Care

Fungal Treatment

Ingrowing Toe Nails / Toe 

Nail Problems

Verruca Treatment

01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk

Mike Wright

T 01622 535 460  |  M 077

mike.wright@ .co.uk

www. .co.uk

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

Your local trusted locksm

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

Mike Wright
Your local trusted locksmith

 M 07726 776600

mike.wright@ .co.uk

www. .co.uk

T 01622 535 460  
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Thorneloe & Co. 
Solicitors 

Based in Lenham, we are an independent family practice providing a 
friendly, high quality, personal service tailored to your specific needs.

For you and your family….. For you and your business…. 
 Wills, Probate and Tax Planning  Agriculture 
 Trusts and Estate Administration 
 Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 Commercial Property 
 Buying or Selling a Business 

 Family Law and Employment Law  Business Contracts / Finance 
 Buying and Selling Your Home  Employment Law 
 Court of Protection 
 Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 
 Personal Injury 

 Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation 

01622 859 416 
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk www.thorneloe.co.uk

St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485 

Thorneloe&Co 
Solicitors 

Now part of Hallett & Co 

www.hallettandco.co.uk

Helen Whately
MP

Member of Parliament for  
Faversham and Mid Kent.

I work for you. If you have a problem you  
think I can help with, then please contact me.

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 6472

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

www.helenwhately.org.uk

6 week block classes

Lenham Community Centre
12 Groom Way, Lenham ME17 2QT

Tuesday 09:00-9:50
Mixed ability class

Tuesday 10:00-11:00
Beginner's class

Harrietsham Village Hall
Church Road, Harrietsham, ME17 1AP

Wednesdays 09:00-10:00
Mixed level class
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Pop in, call us on 01622 91007 or visit   
and see what you can order 

Customers will know that the Farm Shop stocks farm fresh eggs, artisan 
products, the freshest Kentish produce and a wide variety of ornamental 

plants all grown on the six acre farm in Lenham.
A new Home Delivery and Click-and-Collect service is being launched 

very soon so you can order your produce online at your convenience.

 

1 High Street, Lenham, Maidstone ME17 2QD

Tiling
Painting
Decorating 
Odd jobs
No job too small
Fully insured 
FREE quotes 
No call out cost 

Bathroom Installations
Drains & toilets serviced

General domestic plumbing
Leaking pipes 

Replacement taps
Kitchen installations

Repairs and installation
Power Flushing

T: 01622 851186  M: 0791 438 0521
  info@allfixplumbing.co.uk  
www.allfixplumbing.co.uk

and friendly professional advice

All this from one plumber!

Wrinkle reduction facial injections

treatments

 BSc (Hons), MB BS, FRCGP,  
DRCOG, DFFP, RCPathME

Consultations and treatments within  
Len Valley Practice following  

15 years of experience
See   

for further details or email on 



36

Abundant Energy Qigong Weekly Monday 1045-1145 07985 001782

nd Monday 1330-1630 01622 858658

Country Ways Quilting 1st & 3rd

nd & last Wednesday 0900-1300 07784 892160

Craft & Chat 2nd

Craft & Chat Last Saturday 1330-1730 01622 851885

rd Thursday 1845-2200 01622 430649

LenARA Members 4th

Lenham Ballet School Monday/Tuesday 1700-2030 01622 850329

Lenham Ballet School Weekly Saturday 0900-1530 01622 850329

Lenham Heritage 4th

Lenham Toddlers Pre-school Weekly Tuesday 0930-1130 01622 858919

Lenham WI 2nd

Parish Council 1st 

rd Wednesday 1930-2200 01622 829034

Parish Council Planning 1st

st & 3rd Sunday 0830-1330 07914 156685

Telisa Tai Chi Weekly Wednesday 1730-1830 07734 108683

Lenham Community Centre – Regular 
Clubs/Classes/Societies – April 2024
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AJ & NM CARR LTD  
WALMER CASTLE & GARDENS      

Wednesday 29th May 2024 

 
Walmer Castle is a treat in any season with its ever-changing colour across the 
herbaceous borders, formal & informal gardens. Stroll through the 19th century 
grounds, enjoy the wild flower meadow & sunken glen gardens.   
In the Castle, take a look at the rooms used by the late Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother to entertain her many visitors & relax in the garden created        
for her 95th Birthday. Discover how Winston Churchill used Walmer as his 
weekend retreat during the first world war.  Visit Lord Warden s tearoom.  

£35 per person  
Pick ups: 09.00 The Rose Bearsted, 09.15 The Dog & Bear         

Lenham, 09.30 Carrs Yard Pluckley  

TO BOOK: Please send completed booking form & payment to: 
AJ & NM CARR LTD, Pivington Works, Pluckley, Ashford, Kent. TN27 0PG 

office@carrscoaches.co.uk               01233 840651 
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or bespoke carving, you can contact 
Les on 07885 226234, or email 

 

and check out his website  
 

to see more examples of his work.

 

Borough  

Councillor

relating to the Borough please 

contact us on 01622 859412 

or 07496 105588
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With more than 22 years’ experience in the gate manufacture 
and fencing trade I have a proven track record of delivering 
quality results for my customers. 

Call 07788 971584 I  Email frenchandrewp@live.com I  www.andrewfrenchfencing.com

Andrew French Fencing

Association of Foot Health Professionals

Mrs Afsaneh Smith MCFTP MAFHP

Hubbards Farm
Lenham Heath Maidstone

Kent ME172BX
01622 853640 / 07506 376264

   Fungal Treatment
   Diabetic Foot Care
   Verruca Treatment
   Corns and Calluses
   Ingrowing Toe Nails
   Cupping
   Foot Acupuncture
   Face Mesotherapy

Home visits available
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                3- 11 Independent Prep School

 

 ‘The only ISI highest-rated ‘excellent’ Prep School
 within 8 miles of Faversham’

01795 590030
office@lorenden.org

www.lorenden.org

JKS Education is a tutoring service 
for secondary school aged students. 

Run by 2 qualified teachers with years
of teaching/tutoring experience, we

offer individual and group sessions in
GCSE Mathematics and Sciences
and A-level Biology and Chemistry. 

For more information, please visit
our website: www.jks.education

or email us at: info@jks.education

PAINT NATION AUTOSPRAY LTD
Chegworth Lane, Harrietsham, Maidstone, ME17 1DE 

T: 01622 933939  M: 07830 323233 

FREE ESTIMATING, INSURANCE WARRANTY REPAIRS,  

END OF LEASE ADVICE AND QUOTES, COLOUR CODING. 

WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND EXPERT GUIDE FOR ANY REPAIRS. 

COLLECTION / DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 

EMAIL:  INFO@PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 

WEB:    WWW.PAINTNATIONAUTOSPRAY.CO.UK 
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Lenham Gardening Society From Margaret Baines

The next meeting of the society is on 

Thursday April 18th at 7.30pm in the 

Community Centre.

Our speaker this month will be Clive 

Plants 
Have Feelings Too
3 tulips and/or 3 pieces of shortbread. 

Saturday 11th May to Wednesday 15th May 
– Annual Holiday to Scarborough
Tuesday 25th June – Trip to Walmer 
Castle
Thursday 18th July – Pimms and 
Strawberries (members only)
Tuesday 10th September – Trip to Kew 
Gardens
Thursday 21st November – AGM followed 
by Cheese and Wine. (members only)

All are welcome to the meetings except 
for July and November which are for 
members only. Members pay £1 entrance 

subscription is £7 per person. Tea/coffee 
and biscuits are available in the interval 

close.  

gardenlenham@gmail.com

ABRSM & Trinity Exam Prep

Tai Chi and Qigong
Lenham Community Centre

 Monday 9:30-10:30am ~ Tai Chi 
Monday 10:45-11:45am ~ Qigong

Come along and join us –  
First class free!

For further information and to check 
availability, please contact Rhonda 

07985 001782
Email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk

www.abundantenergy.uk
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Mick Claydon Carpentry

07565 036013

m.claydon@btinternet.com

carpentry

kitchen design

installation

garden rooms & decking

timber & lamina

painting & decorating

tting

general maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES NEXT MARKET 
Sunday 14 April

Fresh Local Produce Sold 
Direct by the Producer

Lenham Country 
Market

E: lenhamcountrymarket@gmail.com

MORE CHOICE*MORE STALLS 

*MORE QUALITY*

Lenham Square 9 am – 1 pm

MARKET MANAGER 

Sandra Woodfall  

07775 736116

Uncomplicated, trustworthy 
and confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk

+ Residential Extensions
+ Loft & Garage Conversions
+ Self Build Projects
+ Residential Housing Developments
+ Building Refurbishment
+ CAD Drafting

+ Code for Sustainable Homes
+ SAP Assessments

+ TEL: 01580 230 413
+ EMAIL: info@kentdesignstudio.co.uk

+ CALL OR EMAIL FOR A QUOTE OR A FREE     
   INITIAL CONSULTATION
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CHILSTON PARK 
HOTEL

Easter Sunday Lunch
Join us for a feast of exquisite flavours,

where traditional favourites are presented
with a touch of culinary sophistication.

Gather your loved ones for a memorable
dining experience in the elegant ambiance

of Chilston Park.

Easter Afternoon Tea
Immerse yourself in the charm of a leisurely
afternoon and join us for a delightful Easter

Afternoon Tea, a relaxing and charming
experience filled with seasonal treats and

sweet indulgences.
 Savour an assortment of savoury treats and

exquisite sweets in a relaxed setting

Date: Sunday 31st March 2024
Adult Ticket Price: £35.00
Child Ticket Price: £13.50

Wedding Open Days

Are you dreaming of your perfect day but

don't know where to start? Or perhaps you

are looking for some inspiration... 

Our wedding open days give you the

opportunity to see the venue dressed for a

wedding whilst you meet with our

experienced team of coordinators to discuss

your dream day. You will also meet Kent’s

best wedding suppliers and much much

more.

Join us on Sunday 28th April 

between 1pm - 4pm

Contact our Events Team today and

reserve your place for all events now.

Phone: 01622 859 803

Email: chilstonpark@handpicked.co.uk



   

Sunny Jim, currently being nursed back 
to health by committee member Val. 

By the time you are reading this we 
will be half way through spring and 
hopefully it has stopped raining every 

this is the time when hedgehogs start to 
emerge from hibernation, although being 
nocturnal they are not always easy to spot. 
Lots of information can be found online with 

 being a 
great source.

You can help them by leaving out water and 
food which will help supplement their diet of 
beetles, slugs, caterpillars etc. One of the 

our gardens and open spaces, leaving areas 

wanders) and reducing other obstacles.

We are fortunate in Lenham to have Kevin, 
who has been rescuing hedgehogs for 
several years, nursing them back to health 
until they are able to be released. He liaises 
with Medway Hedgehog Rescue and the 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
but funds the cost for food and medication 
himself. 
would like to help Kevin or donate food or 
newspapers, then please contact him on 
07932 383552. 

Volunteers
As a volunteer organisation we are always 
looking for more people to help out. That 
could be on the committee, helping at 
events, writing articles for our website, 
applying for grants and funding, writing 

management 
plans or 
coming along 
and lending a 
hand at one of 
our sites, there 
is always a lot 
to do! 

upcoming 

The work 
managing 
our sites is year 
round, and with that in mind we have started 

at both Glebe Pond and Jubilee Garden, all 
are welcome and we appreciate all the help 
we get. We will be holding other volunteer 
events throughout the year; these are 
announced via email (sign up on our website  

) and 
social media.

Dates for diary

1st Sunday of each month:  
 

Glebe Pond & Jubilee Garden

23rd May:  
 

Speaker Dan Tuson from Natural England

13th   
Apple Pressing Event 
Tithe Barn
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From Vladimir Barkanov

Wfrom external and internal 
factors, and some of those 

us is our family, with its traditions, 
habits and values. Then we move to the 

could be more nourishing. The next step 
will be the culture and traditions of our 
nation, or country. 

These are three primary grounds where 
we root ourselves by default. But then 
there are higher and wider rooting 
grounds, which we choose ourselves, 
that have the power to transcend our 
primary roots. One of them will be ideals 
(do not confuse with ideology). We can 
root ourselves in ideals that we learn from 
religion, positive humanistic research, or 
both; ideals that are universally accepted 
as positive. Having such roots can help 

transcend our original boundaries and 

improve lives of others. 

But why is having strong roots important 

rooted could be learned from observing 
the trees. It is remarkable how many 

similarities 
there are 
between us 
and trees when 
we talk about 
rooting. So, 
what do roots 
do for a tree, 
and us?

life. Principles, 
values and a 

way of life we inherit from different places 
help us to adapt to life in the area we live 
in. The deeper our roots and the bigger our 

Strong, healthy 
roots ensure continuous development, 
which will bring more satisfaction and 
happiness to our lives. 

Deep roots ensure our resilience in the 
face of challenging circumstances. They 

This is an aspect where we differ from 
trees. A tree is a tree. Oak cannot change 
into Maple over time. But a person born 
in a traditional, multigenerational manual 
worker family can become a composer. 

but because of them. Deep roots reduce 
confusion, which helps to focus the mind 

more thing – If our roots are strong and 
deep, even if we fall, we can still be able to 
grow in the right direction.   

So, what are your roots? How strong are 

potting? Until the next time….
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A.C. AUTOS
Motor Vehicle Repairs & 

Servicing

Adam Wise 
07958 620684  

Est. 2004. Fully insured. Only new parts 
with warranty used. 

MOTS arranged or fix your MOT 
failure 

Air Conditioning Specialist

Please call to discuss how I 
might help you

 

 

 

 

 
The Council meet on the first Wednesday of  

each month 
 

Finance and General Purpose Committee 
meetings are the third Wednesday of  

each month 
 

All meetings are held at the Lenham 
Community Centre at 7:30pm (or via Zoom) 

 

Parishioners may attend all meetings 
 

Contact details: Lisa Westcott 

(Clerk) 01622 829034 

clerk@lenhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.lenhamparish.org.uk

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk 

      R.A.D. Ballet - 3 yrs to senior level 

      I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern 

      Street Dance 

     01622 850329



LENHAM TV Aerial / satellite
CCTV Security Systems

Specialists in: 

 Digital TV Aerial  Satellite Systems

 From repair to full new installations

  Extra points fitted for TV/Satellite/ 

Telephone/Broadband and CCTV systems

  TV Flat Screen wall mount service 

available for any size TV to any 

room.

RING NOW 

01622 - 962858 / 0754 88 66 788
or email tonyegate@yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week 9am-9pm 

including all Bank Holidays

48



Visit our showroom:
Let us help enhance your home, visit 
our new bespoke showroom which 
displays some of our top quality Home 
Improvement products. We can help you 
decide what would be best for your home, 
or come along and try out the products 
without feeling pressured.

Opening Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 9am to 5pm

Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday: By appointment only

KSE Home Improvements 4 Ashmill Business Park,  
Ashford Road (A20) Lenham ME17 2GQ. Tel: 01622 851400 email: info@ksehome.uk

Quality installers of aluminium bi-fold & 
sliding doors, roof lanterns, PVC & sliding sash 
windows & composite doors throughout Kent
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OSTEOPATH 
Helping relieve the symptoms of:

 
Sciatica
Arthritis

Frozen shoulder
Headaches

Back/Hip/neck pain
Fibromyalgia 
Acute pain

Chronic pain
Nerve compression 

& more… 

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

OSTEOPATH 
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FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY  
IN AND AROUND LENHAM

(Other areas further accepted for a small charge)
£10ph

Bedding Shirts Trousers Blouses  
Skirts etc (works out cheaper for you 

than by the kilo or per item)!
Tel: Sharon on 07450 521278 or  

email: sharondaviesbrown1@gmail.com

LENHAM IRONING SERVICE
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   Clocks bought, sold  
and repaired

  Watch batteries fitted
   Friendly advice about  

your clock
  Free estimates 
  Insurance quotes

OPEN THURSDAY to 
SATURDAY 9:30am – 5pm

Contact Simon Wood on 
07535 417533

or email:  
lenhamclocks@gmail.com

There are many reasons people look 
for help and support, and you will  
have your own struggles that lead  

you to look for someone to talk to. 

I am a  with  
experience in working with anxiety, 

and life changing situations.

 
telephone sessions are available.

Emma on 07592 126722 
emma@autumnsuncounselling.co.uk
www.autumnsuncounselling.co.uk  

Strengthen your body;  

Tai Chi class at  
Lenham Community Centre. 
Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm.  

Classes also available in Maidstone.
Workshops and private tuition also 

available in my Studio in Biddenden.
For more information contact 

Theresa 07734 108683 telisataichi@
gmail.com
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Hunting for treasure?
Don’t miss our  

2024 online auctions

Call us to book a free valuation at home or at our  
Canterbury salerooms: 40 Station Road West, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8AN

Telephone 01227 763337  Email general@tcag.co.uk  
Visit thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com

10/11 February
Consignment deadline 21st Dec  2023

13/14 April
Consignment deadline 8th March 

8/9 June
Consignment deadline 3rd May 2024

3/4 August
Consignment deadline 28th June 

5/6 October
Consignment deadline 30th August 

30 Nov/1 Dec
Consignment deadline 25th October 

The 
Canterbury 
Auction 
Galleries
FINE ART 
AUCTIONEERS 
SINCE 1911

thecanterburyauctiongalleries
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book your table at
 elitepubs.com

Easte
rJoin 

us th
is..

.
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Faversham Literary Festival  

Feedback from the February events

You may remember that FOCUS 
offered some free tickets to a couple 
of the Festival events, exclusively for 

our readers. 

One lucky winner, Vicky Coulling, won 

for her and daughter Annabelle. 

wanted to say a big thank you for our 
tickets to the Faversham literary festival. 
We had a great time and my daughter 

produced on the day.

April Anniversaries 

90th anniversary

Percy Shaw patented the  

75th anniversary

On 4 April 1949 it is 
75 years since the 
creation of NATO, the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, where 12 
nations came together to 
sign the treaty.

NATO was established to create a force to 
counter Soviet armies stationed in central 
and eastern Europe after World War II. 
The current member states of NATO are 
Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, UK and USA.

NATO is a military organisation, which 
consists of a complete system of 
commands for possible wartime use. 

It has a Military Committee, with 
representatives of the military chiefs 
of staff of the member states. Funding 
generally is not used for the procurement 
of military equipment, which is provided 
by the member states – though the NATO 

50th anniversary

6 April 1974 is the 50th 

Eurovision Song 
Contest victory. 

Held in Brighton, 
Swedish pop sensation ABBA performed 

The song not only put the group on a path 

the greatest in Eurovision history.

5th anniversary

Former UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage launched the Brexit 
Party on 12 April 2019.
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Nature Watch 
From Darren Hammond

Feed them and they will come (and 
maybe bring their babies with them).

As we enter into spring, the birds 
will be singing up a storm and the dawn 
chorus is truly a beautiful sound. Take 
some time to get an early morning 

melodies as they call out to each other to 
either establish their territories or search 
for a mate.

started nesting, birds will be needing a lot 
more in the way of food. Not only to help 
the female to prepare for laying and then 
looking after their young but to feed the 
young birds themselves. If you want to 
install a feeder of some description make 
sure that it is in a place where the birds will 
feel safe and secure; this means not too 
close to any bushes or trees (a few yards 

split peanuts and even bits of apple will be 
welcome. You may eventually get some 
uncommon visitors like those pictured.

 

 This little bird is easily mistaken for 
perhaps a sparrow or dunnock from the 
back but once it turns around that very 
distinctive red patch on its head gives 

 
from the lesser redpoll. They love 

common bird but alas several years ago 
they were struck down by a virus that ran 
through the population. They also love 

green with a brighter green stripe on 
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its wing. The females are more a faded 
green with similar wing markings.

The Goldcrest is a very elusive visitor and 
will more likely be seen on the outskirts of 
a village near wooded areas. They will eat 
some small seeds but you will more likely 

off morels from the branches and twigs. 

a 20p piece, is very quick and does not 
stay still for long. 

The Yellowhammer is another bird that is 
more likely to be seen on the outskirts of 

They tend to be ground feeders and 
are very skittish when people are near. 
Some can be a very vivid yellow while 
others have yellow heads but have a 
more brownish body. Not common in the 

Siskins 

appearance. The male (bottom left) is 
a very, very bright yellow with a very 
pronounced black cap. 

The females (bottom right) tend to be less 
bright but I think much more beautiful. 

They are not all yellow; mainly white with 
some stripes and a slight cap on their 

most birds do).
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SPARKLES
Domestic & Commercial

Window cleaning

Conservatory Cleaning

Fascia/Cladding Cleaning 

Solar Panels

Gutter Cleaning System

Pure Hot Water  

Fed Pole Technology

Tel: 07856 110682

Web: www.sparkles-kent.co.uk

www.facebook.com/sparkleskent



All Buildings are individually designed/and 
tailored to your specification.  No two buildings 
are the same. Whether it’s a small tool-store or a 

Garden Room our prices are extremely 
competitive.  

Please also note that customers who live in Lenham can have a 10% 
discount on all orders. Contact us or visit our factory in Lenham, we have a 
number of buildings on display and we are happy to talk through and help 

you ….



Our village food station, located in 

December 2022 by Lenham local 
Sharon Prior and borough councillors 

available to anyone who needs a helping 

support to our community by freeing 
up family budgets, which is particularly 

at St John the Baptist Church, funded from 
the local County Councillor contribution 
and funding from a Harrietsham Charity, 
supported by volunteers and the local 
community, in a similar way to Lenham.

Many local groups and organisations have 
been very generous with assistance to 
set up and keep the food station going. 

and the electricity for the fridge, which 
was purchased by grant funding from 

Hatch charity, which supports local 
initiatives, has donated substantial funding; 
Lenham Primary School has made huge 
donations of food and toiletries by raising 

Harvest Festival; The Holigans have 
donated money from their performance; 
Kent County Councillor Shellina 
Prendergast has helped to fund the food 
station by assigning county budget to it. 
We thank them all for their support. 

Our caring community does a fabulous 

locals donating food and toiletries on 
a regular basis.  A group of dedicated 
volunteers work to keep the food station 

running smoothly.  The M & S/BP garage 

has a food station collection point in store 
where shoppers can buy an extra item 
with their shopping and then pop it into the 

daily basis by the rota of volunteers. Tom 
& Janetta supplement the donations with 

grateful for all of the support which enables 
this necessary community endeavour to 
continue.  

substantial additional grant by Southern 

working with over 60 local community food 
stations right across the region. Southern 

difference by buying their regular groceries 

donated 2p to food station partners for each 
membership card scan. This grant has 
seen a fabulous £1,200 bolster our Lenham 
food station coffers. The funding will allow 
additional supplies to be purchased and will 
ensure that the food station keeps running 

nominating our food station to receive 

swiping their membership cards. 

Can you help?

Do you have some time to help with 
collection and delivery of supplies to the 
food station? Extra volunteers would help 
to share the load and would maybe allow 
weekend collections as currently we are 

Please get in touch if you think that you 
have time to spare. Contact Tom and 

Janetta Sams on 07891 901831 or sams.

uplands@gmail.com
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PRIVATE DINING EVENTS 
AT LEEDS CASTLE

Elevate your special occasions at Leeds Castle, 
where celebrations come to life in extraordinary 
fashion. Whether it's a lively birthday bash or an 
intimate anniversary dinner, our exquisite venues 
and expert caterers ensure a celebration that 
delights.

Make your choice between the iconic castle or 
the enchanting Maiden's Tower for a celebration 
that reflects the distinctive charm of Leeds 
Castle.

Call Leeds Castle now to enquire on 01622 765400 or visit our 
website leeds-castle.com/hire-dining/private-parties
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At our meeting 
in February 
we welcomed 

Alison Williamson 
from the West Kent 
Federation Green 
Team. She told us 
about the many ways 
we could support the 
work of the Climate 
Coalition by improving 
awareness of the 
problems that we 
face both locally and 
globally.  

Climate Change is the long term shift in 
weather patterns and temperatures which is 
caused by us and not by nature. It has a huge 
impact on farming and food with increased 

but also to plant life, wildlife and ocean life.  
520,000 properties in Great Britain are at 

Heat waves also bring higher drought risks. In 
2023 4,507 people in Britain died as a direct 
result of extreme heat.  

More information can be found on 
energysavingtrust.org.uk, 
com and terracycle.com. This is important 
and we must do what we can to help maintain 
a sustainable world for our grandchildren and 
great grand children. We owe them that.

Also in February some of our members 
went to see the Strictly “Behind the Seams 
Tour
the meticulous craftsmanship that goes into 
creating performance costumes, including 
Ballroom & Latin dresses, featured on 

We learnt more about 
the dresses and 
costumes, the real 
stars of the show, 
how long it takes to 
make the dresses, the 
process from initial 
design, from award 
winning costume 
designer Vicky Gill, to 

Last month, Adam Taylor came to give us a 
very interesting talk about the Islands of the 
Medway Estuary with the abandoned forts, 
a shipwreck and the wildness and beauty of 
the area.  

This month we welcome Henny Shotter from 
Lenham Heritage. Looking forward to that. 
There is always something interesting going 
on at the WI. 

Lenham WI

We meet at Lenham Community Centre on the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. 
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The Arts Society Egerton

We meet at Egerton Millennium Hall on 

the second Wednesday of each month at 

Wednesday 10th April at 2.30pm

 
 

This lecture recounts the extraordinary tale 
of how a small bronze statue, which had sat 

discovered as a master piece and ended up 
in the Getty Museum, California. 

Bertie Pearce has a BA (Hons) in Drama, 
and a Diploma Internationale from the École 
Internationale du Théatre, Jacques Lecoq. 
Member of the Inner Magic Circle, with Gold 
Star. Has toured the world with a magic 

All Aboard.

Visitors are always very welcome at £6, 

The Arts Society brings people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts
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& CCTV Security Systems

or 0754 88 66 788

Goodness, we already have a ¼ of the 

fast for you, we can slow it down. In 
the summer we do slow stitching, out in the 

hand stitching).
But while we are inside with the large tables 
to lay out our quilts, we are working on 

become a cushion cover or decoration for 

the block on April 2nd.

April 16th should see 
the introduction to 

oriental circular design 
in traditional oriental 
patterns.  
It can be the start of 

round cushion. Or 
even could be used as an applique for the 

Come and learn more about our stitching 
group and spend some quiet time stitching. 
Learn new skills and share old ones.

Countryways Quilters
and Stitchers

to see you.  We meet usually in the Appleton room in the Lenham Community Centre from 



SUNDAY 
WELL SPENT

New Sunday carvery 
launching 28th January

£35 per adult

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 
RESERVE YOUR TABLe
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MOWER PLANT SERVICES LTD. 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am  5.30pm 
Sat 8.30am  1pm 

th April in the Lenham Community Centre 

Mpeople who develop a gradual hearing loss have often started unconsciously to 

Learning this useful skill can help with the feelings of social isolation that having a 

again.

 

lip-reading tutors and held on a variety of days and times.

Tel: 01622 691151  |  Textphone: 07939 593030  |



68

Two Maidstone events 
this April:-

1.  Meet a giant dinosaur at  

Sculpture Trail

Everyone is invited to come along to 

Sculpture Trail on Wednesday 
3 April at 10.30am in Maidstone Town 
Centre where they will get the chance to 

and other dinosaurs.

At the launch, Maidstone Borough Council 
(MBC) will be unveiling the brand new 
sculpture trail featuring six bespoke 
artworks. The fun and quirky designs will 
include two baby Iguanodon dinosaurs, 
two cheeky gremlin characters and two 
baby elephants.

The permanent sculpture trail will start 
from Brenchley Gardens, continue along 

and on to the Lockmeadow Entertainment 
Compex. Each sculpture will include a 
QR code giving more details on various 

heritage from geology to local industries 

Brenchley Gardens from 10.30am, when 
the dinosaurs will go on a walkabout with 
their handlers. They can be found in the 
park or around the town centre throughout 
the morning. The entertainment will 
continue at Lockmeadow with another 
chance for people to see the dinosaurs 
and take part in more interactive fun 

The new sculptures have all been 
designed and created by father and son 

artist team, Gary and Thomas Thrussell, 
who also created the Iguanodon sculpture 
at Maidstone East Station, which links with 
the new Magical Beasts trail.

Magical Beasts Sculpture 
Trail, received funding from the UK 
Government through the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund, which brings together 
local residents to help improve areas in 
their community whilst boosting their own 
wellbeing.

 
on 6 April

MBC is delighted to once again host the 
Medieval Fayre this Easter

 
and takes place on Saturday 6 April from 
11am – 4pm.

The MBC Medieval Fayre will see a 

crafts and skills to life along with talks 
and demonstrations including spinning, 
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Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and  

becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches. Matthew 13:31-32

Wednesday 3 April

9.30am Lenham:   Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

Sunday 7 April

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 14 April

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Check notice boards nearer the time

Sunday 21 April

8.00am Lenham:  Holy Communion 
(BCP)

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Morning Worship

Sunday 28 April

10.30am

All Saints, Ulcombe  

woodworking and calligraphy, as well 
as a barber surgeon and a blacksmith 
working at his forge. 

crime and punishment or learn more 
about childhood toys and games, then 
meet the beautiful owls and birds of 
prey from Kent Owl Academy, before 
undertaking some Knight and Princess 
training!

MBC Cabinet Member for Communities, 
Leisure and Arts, Cllr Claudine Russell 

day out for all the family with so much for 

of many free events being held by MBC 
in 2024. The Council is planning a 
huge variety of entertainment including 
the Maidstone Summer Series when 
the town centre will see a host of 
performers, entertainers and musicians 
take to the streets.  

Find out more about all there is to see 
and do in the County Town by visiting 
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When you read this, it will be 
somewhere around 1st April, or 

people play little, but hopefully not unkind, 
tricks on each other up to midday.
More importantly, this year 1st April will also 
be Easter Monday so celebration will be 
in the air, the taste of chocolate eggs may 

be brightening up the village, reminding 
us about new life and the Good News of 

be becoming a distant memory. 
But as I write this, Lent is in full swing. I am 
half way through a Lent course; last night 
friends quizzed me about what I might have 
given up or taken on for the month and this 

gathering at Canterbury Cathedral.
One of the Lent course exercises was a 
practice, devised by Ignatius of Loyola in 
the 16th century, to read a passage from 

on the character of one of the people in 

exercises was Lectio Divina, a practice 
which began as far back as the 6th Century, 
where we read a passage and then slowly 

poignant word or verse on which we could 

in the presence of God.
These are well known methods of helping 
us to look at, and dig deeper, into a Bible 
story in order to have a personal encounter 

with God and discover new insights. The 
Easter Day Gospel reading this year is 

the miraculous rising of our Lord from 
the grave and his appearance to Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, at the tomb, after they found that 
the stone had been rolled away.  

which you may have heard about many 
times before so I would urge you to read 
it and then read it again, applying one of 

will experience but pray that it brings you 

his only son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
to free the world from sin and offer us all 
eternal life. 
Happy Easter everyone!  

The Len Valley churches (Boughton 
Malherbe, Harrietsham, Lenham, Ulcombe) 
are looking for people with musical talent 
who can support, develop and lead the 
worship in one, or all of our churches. If 
you can play an appropriate instrument, 
have gentle leadership skills and are open 
to being involved in Christian worship, 
please contact us for more details. This role 

also support training, e.g. young keyboard 
players who want to learn to play the 
organ. Please call 01622 850280 or email 

Christian Message
Hallelujah, Christ is risen!

From Pamela Cuerden



Focus PRIZE Crossword April 2024

from your entries. Please complete the box below and hand your entries into the Lenham Parish Council 
no later than 21 April

Focus.

Name ...............................................................................  Phone No ............................................................. 

Address ............................................................................................................................................................

Answers for March 2024 
Focus Crossword

Across clues

1. Chalk face maybe. (5)

8. Peepers (sl.) (4)
10. Calm (6)
12. Getting older. (6)
13. Another name for a chill or fever. (4)
16. Mysterious. (9)
18. Spiritual being. (5)
19. Dice shapes. (5)

1. An illegal occurrence. (5)
2. Fluid produce by a squid. (3)
3. Provide money for a cause. (4)
4. The hole in a volcano. (6)
5. Where a boat is tied up. (7)

9. Sundown time. (7)
11. A variety of living creature. (6)
12. Stadium. (5)
14. The opposite of odds. (5)
15. Relating to the ear. (4)
17. Another word for a taxi. (3)
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