


WROXETER & UPPINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
on the 8th September at 7:30pm
Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club, Uppington
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Present:  Councillors Miss V Amos, Mr B Nelson, Mrs J Davies, Mr P Davies, Mr M Millington, 
                 Mr K Rowlands, Mr I Sherwood 
 
In attendance:   Councillor S Coleman (Shropshire Council), Mr A Gough (Clerk) and 17   members of the public.
     
1. PUBLIC SESSION
Donnington Farm – Proposed Redevelopment
Harry Reece – Studio 3 Architecture and Planning asked to attend the meeting to speak to residents concerning the redevelopment of Donnington Farm. Several planning applications have been submitted to develop the farmhouse and convert two barns. Residents had opposed the planned work in respect of the access to the farm off a busy road, the impact on the environment, including wildlife, how sewage and wastewater would be dealt with and access to broadband, given the existing low download speeds in the area. Whilst the redevelopment of the farm can still go forward without the support of residents if the planning applications are successful, residents would like to have a meeting with the developers to negate some of the issues. Harry said he would take the residents’ concerns to the developers to see if a meeting could be arranged. The Chair of the Parish Council said she would be happy to arrange a meeting as she is in contact with many of the residents. 

      Housing Plus - Brookside
      Prior to the meeting the Parish Council had circulated a letter to residents at Brookside in response to a note that had been passed to the Parish Council at the meeting in July. The letter sent to residents responded to the questions raised by residents and asked them to make the Council aware of any further issues before the meeting. As no contact was made with the Council it was thought that the matter had been resolved. However, residents still had concerns about the costs they were being charged for the emptying of the septic tank. It was clear that residents felt that the Parish Council, and particularly Cllr. Nelson was not doing enough to get a resolution to this issue despite the time and effort that Cllr. Nelson had put into trying to resolve the concerns raised over many years. Cllr. Rowlands, who lives at Brookside, offered to liaise with residents on the issue and discuss any further issues with Housing Plus. It was RESOLVED that Cllr. Nelson would step aside and that Cllr. Rowlands would take on responsibility for liaising with residents at Brookside and Housing Plus.  
 
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
            No Apologies

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS & DISPENSATION 	REQUESTS
	No Declarations

1. MINUTES 
       	It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 14th July 2025.

1. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
4. Wroxeter Hotel Parking – The Police had responded that decisions to close roads, and put up diversions, are made by Shropshire Council. This information had been shared with the manager at the hotel. It was agreed that Cllr. Nelson would continue to liaise with the hotel over future events at the hotel that might cause issues for residents.   

4. PCC Bid – The bid for Vehicle Activated Signs at Norton Crossroads was not successful on the grounds that sufficient funding was not available. Cllr. Coleman said she would contact the PCC to see if there is any possibility that funding may become available.  

1. REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR 
            Cllr Coleman reported that the Council is looking to develop a bio plant which will generate energy from waste products. It will also allow the Council to sell energy to increase receipts to the Councils budget. Funding had been secured from the Government for ‘best start in life’ for the next three years. This would help support summer activities for children and young people. Shropshire Council Cabinet will be meeting on 10th September to discuss cutting unnecessary spending. It is hoped that by doing this the Council can avoid having to make a 114 notice.             
  
1. FINANCIAL MATTERS

6.  It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments made between meetings:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P15-2025/26
	ICO
	Renewal 
	£47.00

	P16-2025/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website Subscription 
	£11.99

	P17-2025/26
	A Gough
	Salary - August  
	£237.44


                  
                   b)  To approve invoices for payment by online banking:
                         It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments to be made by online banking:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	P18-2025/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website Subscription
	£11.99

	P19-2025/26
	Uppington Church
	Donation
	£100.00

	P20-2025/26
	Under The Wrekin
	Donation
	£50.00

	P21-2025/26
	A Gough
	Salary - September
	£286.56*

	P22-2025/26
	A Gough 
	Expenses – Aug. – Sept. 
	£24.17


            
                    *This includes the Clerks annual increment on the salary scale (see item 11) and the annual national pay award 2025/26 backdated to April 2025 

c) To note income received:

	Payment
	Payee
	Description
	£ Amount

	R2-2025/26    
	Shropshire Council
	Environmental Maintenance Grant
	£100.00

	R3-2025/26
	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	£36.43



1. PLANNING MATTERS 
                  None
			
1. CORRESPONDENCE
                  In January there was a presentation by Openreach on the roll out of broadband. Openreach explained the scheme, the voucher programme, promote pledges and how to register for the scheme. They also answered questions residents had regarding the scheme. A follow up meeting is taking place on Tuesday 9th September at Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club to see what level of interest there is and ask residents to sign up for the scheme. Work is due to take place at the end of September / beginning of October on the road between the B5061 and Uppington when BT will be installing ducting in the verge and carriageway to connect customers to broadband and telecommunication services. The Parish Council has been informed that it will probably be late 2026 before full-fibre broadband networks are available across the rest of the Parish.  


1. PARISH MATTERS
      None. 

1. EMPLOYMENT MATTERS
      The Clerk left the meeting for this item on the agenda.

                  It was resolved at the Parish Council meeting in September 2024 that the discussion regarding increments to the Clerks salary be an annual item on the Council’s agenda. The Council had also been informed by NALC of the national pay salary increase which is backdated to April 2025 

For this appraisal, the move to Grade 15 is justified based on the Clerk being highly effective in his role as clerk. Thorough checking and reporting are a given and knowledge of local government procedures and requirements assist in appropriate decision making as required of the council as a community resource. All administrative duties are fully completed in a timely manner in accordance with procedures. This responsibility underpins the increase recommended by the Councillors. The councillors would like to thank the Clerk for his continued support.

     It was RESOLVED that:
· The Clerk would move to Grade 15 and that following NALC guidance the salary increase would be backdated to April 2025. 
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 10th November at 7:30pm at Wroxeter and Uppington Cricket Club

The meeting was declared closed at 21:30


Signed (Chairman):……………………………………………………	Date:……………




