


WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill
Cllrs Present:	Cllr M Haynes; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr T Hunter;  Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd May 2023 at
Ash Parish Rooms at 7:22pm

295	Election of the Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr W Allen proposed Cllr Thornhill as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the acceptance of office form.

296	Election of the Vice Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office	 
Cllr Thornhill proposed Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agree. Resolved. Cllr Blyth duly signed the acceptance of office form. 

The Meeting was declared open at 7:22pm. Seven members of the public attended the Meeting. 

297	Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a)  NSAC/SALC Representative: Cllr W Allen was proposed by Cllr Loweth, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 
b) Representative(s) for Charities: 
Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity: Cllr Blyth was proposed by Cllr Thornhill for the above, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
 Elizabeth Langford Almhouses: Cllr W Allen was proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
Whitchurch Relief in Need: Mrs S Martinson was proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
c) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee: Cllr Kettle was proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Hunter was proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved.  
d) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall: Cllr Thompson was proposed by Cllr Loweth, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Loweth was proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 
e) Appointment of GDPR Compliance Officer/GDPR Controller: The Clerk was proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
f) Helicopter Liaison Group: Cllr Haynes was proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr A Allen to deputise.

298	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	To transfer monies between bank accounts with HSBC
b	To issue dispensations in relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
c	To respond to planning applications in consultation with Councillors as necessary
Cllr Kettle proposed all of the above be approved, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 

299	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Thompson. 
300	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
No declarations were received. 

301	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd April 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the last Meeting/ Cllr Kay proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

302 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Blyth raised the purchasing of badges for the Councillors to use in order to be identified at events.  They will cost between £4-5 each. Cllr Kay proposed the purchase, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

303	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin confirmed that the VAS for Ash Parva will be installed when the resurfacing and signing work is done.  There have been changes to Kier’s scheduled programme. Councillors queried why Shropshire Council permits its contractors to alter the programmed dates. Councillors raised concerns that the repeater signs are not visible in Ash Parva. 
Cllr Dakin reported that the £10k contribution from the developer of the anaerobic digester in Whitchurch has not been made.  Shropshire Council will be chasing payment. The money will be used to install passing places. 

304 	Correspondence
Confirmation of precept payment from Shropshire Council; Thriving Children & Families Fund 2023; Solar Farms Community Benefits Funding; Build you own affordable home scheme eligibility approval; 
All noted. 
Councillors discussed the quote to repair the bus shelter seat in Tilstock and approved the payment, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 
Place Plans: Councillors were asked to review. To be discussed at the June Meeting.
Boundary reviews: It was noted that it has been proposed to move Ightfield Parish out of the Prees Division to the Whitchurch South Division. To discuss in June.
Civility and Respect Pledge: Cllr Blyth proposed signing up for the Pledge, seconded by Clrl Haynes, all agreed. Clerk to circulate the paperwork for June’s meeting. 

Road closure: Road Closure:  Maltkiln Lane, Tilstock Start Date: 3rd July 2023 End Date: 5th July 2023 Purpose: Road Closure - Test, Rod Roping and Cabling.
Works Promoter:   Freedom Fibre Works Promoter Ref: K5005CC-WCH-CL9-ML-RC-02Enforcement pattern for Maltkiln Lane, Tilstock: All the time
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=133854891


305 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
23/01286/DSA106  (validated: 23/03/2023)
Address:  Land Off, Tilstock Close, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Discharge of S106 agreement attached to planning permission reference 14/03013/OUT
No comment.
23/01752/FUL Lower Blackoe Farm
No objections proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 
b) Decisions:
23/01417/HRM  (validated: 28/03/2023)
Address:  Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  To remove length of hedge totalling approx. 25m on land adj. Hillcrest, Ash, to allow for visibility for oncoming traffic
Decision:  No Objection OHL/Circular Notification

23/00897/FUL  (validated: 01/03/2023)
Address:  The Croft , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Proposed single storey front extension and carport
Decision:  Grant Permission

306	Housekeeping 
a) 	Play area inspections	- The Clerk was asked to book the annual inspections, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. 		
b) 	Land registrations – The Clerk reported that she has had no update from the Solicitor regarding either the pond area or the path. 
c)	SmartWater rollout 
The SmartWater team has recently held an event at the Hall.  Registrations are ongoing. 		
d)	Civility & Respect Pledge – covered under previous item.

307	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Councillors reported that the new lines installed at the Prees Heath car park are being ignored. Cllr Blyth to take photos.  Shropshire Council believes that the new measures are working.  Travellers occupied the site for 3 days. 
ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
Queries over spraying at Ash have been resolved. 
iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs
The Clerk is trying to source additional quotes. 
iv)	Coronation events
Councillors gave an overview of the planned events and advertising. 

308 	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
The bank reconciliation was approved as proposed by Cllr Loweth, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Clrl Haynes proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)	Gated community scheme – to be discussed for the Place Plan
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/30/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/04/23
	Employee
	PAYE recharge
	£28.86
	100595
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/05/23
	Employee
	Software purchase
	£20.20
	100596
	LGA 1972 s111


d)	Defibrillators – to discuss/approve purchasing additional units/feedback from Prees Heath car park site visit and location search at Ash Parva pond/ Brown Moss
The Clerk reported that permission for the Prees Heath defibrillator is still outstanding.  Natural England has to give permission for the installation at Brown Moss – This is being applied for.  The defibrillators for Tilstock (x2) have arrived and are awaiting installation.  
Cllr W Allen is ascertaining the best position for an installation at Ash Parva  
e)	Quotation for defibrillator installation at The Horseshoes Pub, Tilstock & Bowling Club
Cllr Loweth presented a quote for £149 + VAT for each electrical installation.
f)	Dog waste bin request/quote for consideration – still outstanding from Shropshire Council.
g) 	Street lighting joint energy agreement with Shropshire Council – quote for 2023-24 supply
Costs will be £290.01 per quarter or £1160.05 per annum. Councillors were content with the new charges. 
h)	Commemorative tree/sign quote
The Clerk presented a quote for £45.00 plus VAT. Cllr Loweth proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 
A quote for a replacement seat for the bus shelter was presented by Cllr Loweth at £140.  Cllr A Allen proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

309 	Agenda items for the June Meeting of the Parish Council 
AGAR; Insurance; Place Plans; Civility Pledge; Communication; Community engagement – feedback; 

The members of the public and Cllr Dakin left the Meeting. 

310	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:20pm.



