
Misson Parish Council
Neighbourhood Plan 6 June 2023 update

Expenditure in the period; None

Funding; No expenditure in the period. An End of Grant Form has been submitted by Misson PC to Groundworks and funding not spent by the end of March 2023 returned on 11 May 2023

There is a single outstanding payment (£2813) to OpenPlan that is due upon completion of the Reg15/16 stage. 

Progress; The Planning Consultant has provided a further draft on the 25 May and this has been reviewed by the Steering Group. Whilst the fundamental changes have been implemented, there are some details that still need updating prior to the Plan being approved by the Steering Group and moving to the Reg 14 stage

Current status of the existing Neighbourhood Plan; According to Government guidance on Neighbourhood Plans an emerging update to a neighbourhood plan is likely to be a material consideration in many cases dependent upon the stage of the update. The National Planning Policy Framework sets out that weight that may be given to relevant policies in emerging plans in decision taking. Factors include the stage of preparation of the plan and the extent to which there are any unresolved objections to relevant policies which in the case of the update isn’t applicable at this stage. When BDC publishes notice of a referendum (if required), the neighbourhood plan should be given more weight, while also taking account of the extent of unresolved objections to the plan and its degree of consistency with NPPF. The consultation statement submitted with the draft neighbourhood plan will reveal the quality and effectiveness of the consultation that has informed the plan proposals. 

Programme; The overall programme is approximately 12 weeks behind programme due to the planning consultant taking longer to provide the final draft of the Plan and to incorporate BDC initial comments. 

	Indicative timescale*
	Community 
	Technical

	June
	
	Reg 14 Consultation (6 weeks)

	July
	Local Community consultation event on the draft NP
	

	Aug
	NPSG to consider any changes proposed from Reg 14 Consultation
	Statutory consultees invited to comment by Bassetlaw DC



	Sept
	
	Planning Consultant to update draft Plan

	Oct
	
	Regulation 15/16 submission (BDC)
Once the consultation is underway, OpenPlan prepare draft versions of the additional documents required (Basic Conditions Statement 
Consultation Statement) for the submission to the Independent Examiner

Review Statement (produced jointly with BDC, specifying the changes made over the original Neighbourhood Plan, and the anticipated scale of the review)

	Nov
	
	If no major changes made to policies BDC to submit to Ind Examiner.

	Nov/Dec
	
	Independent Examiner review

	Jan 2024
	
	Possible referendum



*Indicative timescale based upon funding being clarified in June 2023

Scope of work required by the Steering Group prior to and during the Reg 14 consultation based upon best practice and guidance from Bassetlaw DC and the planning consultant comprises;

1. Pre-submission consultation requirements include publicising the draft plan to people who live, work or run businesses in the area including details of the updates, where and when it may be viewed, and how to make comments on the plan and by what date. 
2. The plan must be sent to Bassetlaw DC 
3. Certain statutory bodies must be consulted, including the county council (if applicable), the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England. Bassetlaw DC will be asked to provide a list of contact details for the statutory consultees.
4. It is also advisable to consult: neighbouring local, town or parish councils, significant landowners, local businesses and local community organisations 
5. Some people will not want to read through the whole document, so it is useful to produce a simple leaflet that sets out the main aims and the focus of the policies in the plan. 
6. Drop-in centres may be a useful means of allowing people to ask questions or discuss the plan on a one-to-one basis. 
7. The draft plan proposal should be uploaded to the neighbourhood plan section of Misson Parish Council website. 
8. Printed copies should be made available 

Following completion of the Reg 14 Consultation, the process is primarily undertaken by Bassetlaw DC

Communication; No updates in the period 

Options; As the funding for the balance of the work has been returned to Groundworks, and Bassetlaw DC has advised that the Department for Levelling-Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) and Locality is not in a position to provide any updates as to if/when any funding will be available for completing the Plans as summarised in the estimated amounts below

	Task
	Original budget (excl. VAT)
	Comment

	OpenPlan Consultancy fee 
	£2813
	Balance of fee for work undertaken to date. Payment due upon completion of the commission at the ned of the Reg 15/16 stage

	Meetings 
	£60
	Community Centre hire for Steering Group meetings

	Leaflet Drop
	£120
	Publication of Reg 14 consultation stage

	OpenPlan attendance at meetings 
	£900
	Open Day etc

	Consultation Events 
	£200
	Hire of Community Centre etc

	Total excl. VAT
	£4093
	



Note; no allowance made for any printing which to date has been provided by Bassetlaw DC 

Conclusion; In order to complete the update of the Neighbourhood Plan there are two options;

Option 1; Put the update of the Neighbourhood Plan on hold until a public sector grant is available for the balance. 

Benefit; Misson PC does not incur any liability for any further costs other than OpenPlan costs to date which will be a proportion of the fee noted above. 

Risk; Whilst there is pressure from District Councils and planning consultants to the Government there is no certainty nor timescales that further funding will be made available. The current Neighbourhood Plan carries some weight in the assessment of planning decisions, but is constrained, as it is inconsistent with district, regional and national planning policies and does not reflect the current views of the community that will be clarified in this next stage

Option 2; Misson Parish Council provide funding for the completion of this stage of the process

Benefit; Complete formal consultation on the updates to the plan, which when completed, will give the draft Plan further weight in any planning decisions

Risk; Any costs incurred cannot be recovered through a public sector grant as retrospective costs cannot be claimed

	Decision Required

Misson Parish Council is requested to formally note;
· the current status of the update of the Plan 
· further delays caused by the Planning Consultant
· funding to complete the update is required 
· advise the Steering Group on a way forward with funding to complete the consultations stage of the update




2 June 2023
