EGERTON PARISH COUNCIL


The meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 3 April 2012
in the Committee Room of the Village Hall, Egerton at 8.00pm.

Present: Alison Richey (Chairman), Ambrose Oliver, Tim Oliver, Pat Parr, Peter Rawlinson, Bill Smyth and Heather Gould (taking minutes in Clerk’s absence). 6 members of the public were also present.
1. Apologies: Geraldine Dyer (ABC Ward Councillor), Richard King (Vice Chair), Lois Tilden and Claire Finley (Clerk) 
2. Declarations of interest: None.
3. The minutes of the meeting on 6 March 2012: The minutes were approved and signed as a true record of proceedings. Proposed: Bill Smyth; seconded: Pat Parr.
4. Matters Arising from 6 March 2012
a. Playground, Skatepark, Youth needs:  The clerk would arrange for an inspection of the play and skate park and would draw up an inspection schedule. 








Action: Clerk
b. Welcome Pack:   Pat Parr had delivered a welcome pack to Ted McCleave 14 Elm Close.
c. Housing:  Alison Richey and Richard King had not yet met with ABC and this item would be deferred until the next meeting. 








Action: Richard King, Alison Richey
d. Footpaths and stiles:  Pat Parr had completed a 4 mile walk and reported that the area was in good order. 
e. Crocken Hill Steps: Alison Richey reported that work had been about to start when Tony Filmer had found the top step was not level and therefore possibly dangerous so would install handrail only.  The residents felt this was inappropriate.  It was agreed that a meeting would be held with residents to discuss the best way to proceed.   

Action: Roger Harper, Peter Rawlinson, Alison Richey, Tim Oliver
f. Elm Close Signage:  Bill Smyth reported that the Elm Close sign had been installed and that he had retrieved the sign for the Village Hall from ABC and it had been re-attached. In addition,  ABC would be supplying and fitting another sign reading “No’s 1 and  2 New Road”  which would be placed between No 1 and No 2 .
g. Rural Fires:  The clerk would report back at the next meeting. 





 Action: Clerk
h. Cricket pitch drainage:  Bill Smyth reported that the drainage had worked but the bank was wetter than ever.  He had arranged to meet South East Water to discuss the problem.  It had been ascertained the water was not sewerage but may be spring water or a leaking pipe.  If it is spring water it could be used to water the cricket pitch.  The clerk would write to Richard Hopkins to thank him for the drainage work he had carried out. 

  Action: Bill Smyth, Clerk
i. Steps down to cricket pitch:  Bill Smyth and Tim Oliver were thanked for their work painting the steps. 

j. Lower Rec: Richard Hopkins had flattened the mole hills and rolled it.  Alison Richey thanked him for his work and asked the Clerk to write to him. 







Action: Clerk
k. Fields in Trust (Lower Rec): Tim Oliver and Roger Harper updated the meeting on this project.  It was agreed that Stonebridge Green and Pembles Cross would not be included in the project, however, The Glebe would be included and the deeds found to take this forward.  It was agreed that the Recreation Ground was already protected.   Roger Harper was in touch with a representative at Fields in Trust and would arrange the application and photographs required.  










Action: Roger Harper



l. Trees/TPOs:   Pat Parr reported that ABC advised that the Parish Council cannot be involved with property owner’s rights regarding Tree Protection Orders (TPOs).  Alison Richey had been in touch with the school who would do a village tree study.  It was agreed to put an article in the newsletter to get the message across. 
Action: Peter Rawlinson
m. Newsletter: Alison Richey thanked Peter Rawlinson for his hard work on the newsletter and would arrange for Geraldine Dyer to have a copy as well as ABC’s planning department.  Alison Richey also thanked all those who helped distribute the newsletter. 








Action: Alison Richey 
n. Parish Assembly 15 May  – the clerk has this in hand.






Action:  Clerk
o. Jubilee events: The jubilee weekend’s events have been advertised in the newsletter.  Information on the lighting of the beacon will be on posters as the Clerk is yet to receive the exact timing for Egerton.


Action: Clerk
p. Lettings Policy: Pat Parr and Ambrose Oliver were thanked for their work to review this and it was agreed to go ahead and send it as it stood. 





Action:  Pat Parr, Ambrose Oliver, Clerk
q. Emergency planning: Pat Parr, Bill Smyth and Peter Rawlinson will have a meeting to begin the process of collating information which would be of use in case of an emergency affecting the village. 

r. Village Sign: Bill Smyth and Tim Oliver had taken down the sign and Richard King was arranging for it to be re-painted and returned.  










Action: Richard King
5. Public Discussion

Alison Richey closed the meeting at 8.40pm for public discussion.  The meeting re-opened at 9.01pm.

6. Planning
Planning applications submitted to Ashford Borough Council this month for Egerton Parish Council to consider and decisions recently taken by ABC to be noted, details of which may be accessed on line at:  http://www.ashford.gov.uk/online_planning/    Individuals may also register via the website with ABC to receive regular alerts of new applications and decisions.

New:
	12/00236/AS
	Ragged House Farm, Mundy Bois Road, TN27 9ER 
Repitch roof to suit plain tiles with rear cat slide and reinforce external timber stud support walls of existing outbuilding. 
	Support

	12/00276/AS
	Little Wanden, Wanden Lane, TN27 9DB

Conversion of integral garage and erection of 2 storey rear extension to form annexe including chimney.  
	Support

	12/00262/AS
	Frith Wood, south of Newland Green Lane

Retrospective application to erect a single storey structure to facilitate forestry and educational work in the woodland. 
	Object


7. Correspondence (previously circulated unless marked *)
Action:

Empowering Town & Parish Councils– request for letter to MP re planning – emailed 22/3.  It was agreed to ask Lois Tilden to write a letter on EPC’s behalf. 







 Action: Lois Tilden
New Police Model and Questionnaire – emailed 19/3 – it was agreed that Peter Rawlinson and Lois Tilden as Neighbourhood Watch coordinator would respond. 
Draft Green spaces and water environment planning doc – emailed 22/3 – it was agreed nobody need attend.

Rural Conference 23/4 Rare Breeds – Making Localism Work
Note:

*KCC Legal Services letter offering their services

KALC agenda – Peter Rawlinson only

*Oast and Coast Spring Edition ACRK

KCC consultation on Traveller and Gypsy Allocation policy dated 5/3 – emailed 8/3

Police Forum minutes from 8/2 – emailed 13/3

ABC leader’s announcement – emailed 13/3

ABC Key Decisions Apr-Jul – emailed 15/3

ACRK Rural News edition 114 – emailed 15/3

Police Stakeholder Newsletter – emailed 22/3

Greener futures for young people seminar – emailed 22/3
Alison Richey read out a thank you from the Over 60s for the donation of £125 made by EPC.
8. Accounts
It was agreed that Heber’s quotation for mowing services would be accepted. 
March Expenditure:

Rob Hopkins Street Cleaning 6 months to 31/3/12 chq no 1077


527.00

KALC annual membership subscription from 1/4/12chq no 1078


412.57

Heber grass cutting in March chq no 1079




138.00

Newsletter printing chq 1080






286.00

Newsletter insert re jubilee chq 1080*





116.00

*It was agreed that half the insert costs (£58) would be returned to the Parish Council when their grant were paid. 
Estimated other outgoings (awaiting 2012-13 CD ROM from HMRC to calculate):

Clerk salary (approx.)







630.05

HMRC NI and Tax (approx.)






13.58

Clerk’s holiday cover in April (H Gould)





50.00
For information - Income anticipated after 1 April:

Precept – half of annual sum 

Street Cleaning grant

Recycling payment

Approval of the accounts for the month, for cheques to be signed: Proposed: Roger Harper; Seconded: Tim Oliver
9. AOB
Generic Risk Assessment:  this was needed for the Glebe Fair, Fete and Jubilee.  Action: Peter Rawlinson, Alison Richey
Raised Manhole covers:  Pat Parr had reported two raised manhole covers between Malthouse Farm and The White Cottage to Kent Highway Services (KHS).  KHS had responded to say that although the manhole covers were raised there was sufficient camber around the edge and the tarmac surrounding it was not broken and therefore it did not qualify to be dealt with.  
Staff Salaries: Bill Smyth enquired regarding the process for reviewing the Clerk’s salary.  It was agreed to look at this in November when the budget is compiled and any pay increase could be made retrospectively. 

Glebe Furniture: Bill Smyth noted that the benches and pump on The Glebe could do with cleaning and painting, ideally before the jubilee.  It was agreed that 3 quotes for this work would be obtained.  Action:  Bill Smyth
The George – Fencing:  Roger Harper noted that the fencing should have been removed last month but it was still in place.  Bill Smyth offered to speak to the landlord and mention that Alison Cummings of ABC planning department would be looking into this. 








 Action:  Bill Smyth
Parish Plan funding: Richard Wall reported that at the last Parish Plan meeting the cost of distributing a questionnaire was discussed.  It was agreed that the cost (approximately £200) would be underwritten by EPC and would be repaid by the Parish Plan group when it had the funds to do so.  Quotes for approval would be obtained.  Action: Richard Wall
The meeting closed at 9.53pm. 
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