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News from St. Nicholas Church
A very Happy Christmas to all our readers and a Happy New Year in 2013
December Services at Boughton Malherbe
2 December - 9.30 am - BCP Holy Communion
9 December - 6.30 pm - Choral Evensong
16 December - 9.30 am - Holy Communion
16 December - 3.00 pm - Carol Service
23 December - 9.30 am - Holy Communion
24 December - 4.00 pm - Crib service
25 December - 10.00 am - Family and Holy Communion
Quiz: Many thanks to Janet Legon and her team for organising the Christmas Quiz.
Craft Fair: Tegan Jezard had the idea of having a Fair so on 9th December there will
be a Craft Fair in Grafty Green village hall 10am – 4pm. The ladies of the church will
be manning a stall so do come and support us all. Many thanks to Tegan. If you
want a stall, contact Carol Hulm (01622 853583).
St Nicholas Day: Also on 9th December there will be Choral Evensong at 6.30pm
when we remember St Nicholas to whom our church is dedicated. St Nicholas’ day is
on the 6th December so we celebrate on the nearest Sunday to that date.
Morning Prayer: Prayers will be said at 9.30am at All Saints Ulcombe on 4 th and 18th
December and at St Nicholas on 11th December. They will resume on 8 th January at
Boughton Malherbe.
The Village Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 12th December from 10.30am
until noon. Do come along and enjoy a chat and a cup of coffee (or tea if you prefer)
and a mince pie. See you there.
Carol Singing: Don’t forget to come and join in the Carol Singing around the village
on Tuesday 18th starting at 6.45pm by the village shop and the Christmas tree. For
more details look further in the magazine or ring Carol Hulm on 01622 853583.
New Toilet and Kitchen: Those of you who use Church Road to travel to Lenham
will have seen that things are happening at the Church. A start has been made on
installing a toilet in the old boiler house and a kitchen in the tower area. It is hoped
that the work will be finished by Christmas.
Date for your Diary: We will be holding an Evening Event in the village hall on 23 rd
February. John Collins will be showing some slides/videos of Grafty Green past and
present and there will be some refreshments. This is still in the planning stage so
there may be changes before the day.
Joan Davidson

Grafty Green Village Hall
Ooh La! La! – Bon Appetite!
Save the date for your Village French Extravaganza
Saturday 9th Feb 2013

A fantastic four course authentic dinner, Plus extras!
Get the date in your diary – more details will follow in the Jan issue of the Magazine

Au Revoir!! and Joyeux Noel!

Grafty Green Gardening Club - 2012 Programme
Date

Dec 4

th

Event/Speaker
Social – Tom La Dell

Subject
Weird and Wacky things to
eat from the Garden

The December meeting is on Tuesday December 4th. Our speaker will be Tom La Dell who will
be talking to us about some "Weird and Wacky things to eat from the Garden". Following the
talk we will be having a Christmas Social event and supper.
Members and non-members are invited to attend. For information about this event or the
Gardening Club telephone Rosemary Smith on (01622) 850526 or Sue Burch on (01622)
850381.

************************************************
Christmas Greetings from Weirton Villa to all friends and neighbours in Grafty Green.
Instead of a card this notice (my thanks to the editor for including this) I am inviting
you to call in for mulled wine and mince pies on Thursday December 13 th from 10.30
to 6.30pm. Do come!
Joan
*********************************************************

News from Ulcombe Village School
Clean the Chimney – Father Christmas is Coming
We have plenty to report, as ever, as we move from autumn into winter. Whilst we might
not have cleaned the chimney, plenty of other events have kept us occupied. The
Ulcombe Megastore has already proven popular with those who like to shop online. Our
Active Bug campaign has also already proven popular with the number of children walking
all or part of the way to school increasing.
A fabulous new playhouse for our younger children has been completed by parents and
grandparents of children at the school. It was officially opened and named on Wednesday
7th November. The children have already made great use of it. We are delighted the
playground repairs have now been completed and both playgrounds are now fully in use
again.
As well as all of this as we have held our Ulcombe School Friends’ Dinner, the village sky
was lit up by the FUS Village Fireworks’ Night and our Open Day was a great time to
welcome parents and prospective parents to see the school in action.
There is plenty planned for Christmas time. Everyone is welcome to join us for our nativity
play this year, and it would be wonderful to see everyone at our Christmas Service, on the
last day of the year. This is the perfect opportunity to celebrate the amazing story of
Christmas.
Major New Fundraising Initiative – Just in Time for Christmas Shopping
You can now raise money for the school every time you do your online shopping. All you
have to do is go via our brand new School Megastore on the left hand side of our school’s
web-page.
Our Megastore features all the top online retailers including Amazon, ASDA, Argos, John
Lewis, Expedia, Sainsbury's, Boots, M&S, PC World and many, many more. The cost is
exactly the same as shopping direct, so you raise money for us at no extra cost to you!
Buying a Kindle from Amazon? If you go to Amazon via our School Megastore, Amazon will
be able to tell. And because the School Megastore 'referred you', they donate a
percentage of whatever you spend back to us.
It really is that simple. We're not asking you to use specific retailers, all we ask is when
you shop online, please go via our shop and you can help us raise much needed funds
that will help to support high quality teaching and learning in a variety of ways, such as
keeping down the costs of swimming and other educational visits.
There is no catch. You will not have to sign up or be asked for any details whatsoever.
You really are helping the school by doing nothing more than you were going to do
anyway!
As it is so easy, why not spread the word to all of your family and friends? Add our
Megastore web-site to your favourites list and it will be even quicker and easier to support
our school. To get started, use the button on the left of this page or go to
http://www.ulcombeschool.ik.org/sh/megastore/home.ikml

Get the Active Bug and Walk To School
Our school is now taking part in the Kent Active Bug challenge. The green travel campaign
is run by the charity KM Walk To School Team, who provide incentives encouraging
families to walk, cycle or scoot to school. The charity helps children understand the
importance of exercise and reducing car journeys as well as road safety skills. Well done
to all three classes who are making more journeys on foot.
Fireworks Fun for Everyone
Everyone is welcome to join us for a wonderful evening, including refreshments and,
fantastic fireworks. Fireworks’ Night will be on Friday 9th November. The firework display
was incredible again this year. It was wonderful that so many friends and families came
along to enjoy the evening together.
We must pass on our thanks to the FUS Committee and the wide number of family and
friends who helped before, during or after the event to help make it such a great evening,
particularly our firework lighters, Mr Shortland, Mr Odam and Mr Powell.
Open Day
Are you a parent? Is your child already here at Ulcombe? Are you looking for a school for
your child in the future? Our Open Day was a great chance to see us in action, and see
what we get up to on a normal day. We had a morning session and an afternoon session
for our Open Day. The Friends of Ulcombe School, our PTA, kindly offered to provide
refreshments, including tea and coffee with cake, which were wonderful as ever!
If you were unable to join us on the day, but you would like to see the school in action,
feel free to contact the School Office (01622 842903 - office@ulcombe.kent.sch.uk) for
more information. We look forward to meeting you!
Christmas is Coming
Looking ahead to the festive season, please put in your diary Friday 14th December. This
will be the day when Father Christmas comes to Ulcombe on his pre-Christmas visit. The
reindeers are scheduled to land near the Village Hall soon after 6pm, then he will be
walking down to the school for the FUS Christmas Fayre (which starts at 6.30pm).
If you would like to find out about The Supersonic Lamb, our nativity is taking place on
Monday 17th December and Tuesday 18th December. Contact the School Office for more
information. Our Christmas Celebration at All Saints Parish Church will take place on Friday
21st December at 2.15pm. We look forward to seeing many of you there, joining the
children, staff, families and friends.
As ever, if you have any queries, concerns or offers of help please come and speak to one
of us. Many thanks to you all for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing
you during December.
Best wishes,

Mr V Hampton, Head Teacher.

‘For You Only’ Christmas
Craft Fair!
Sunday 9th December 2012

Grafty Green Village Hall - 10am to 4pm
Handmade Crafts to purchase for
loved ones!
For the Children…
Sand Painting, Biscuit Decorating,
Games,
Colouring, and a Story Teller!

For the Grown Ups…
Cake Stalls, Jewellery, Cards, Gifts,
HUGE Raffle, Tea and Coffee, Mince
Pies, and much

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Out Now!!!
Our very own
Boughton Malherbe/Grafty Green 2013
Calendar
Local Views
Perfect for home, or friends + family far away
Only £5
Available from Grafty Green Shop,
Len Valley News, or Christine King: 01622
850711 (christine-king@hotmail.co.uk)

FREE home safety visits and advice available from

Kent Fire & Rescue Service
To book your appointment call today: 0800 923 7000
or e-mail: home@kent.fire-uk.org
or contact: KFRS Community Volunteer
Chris Wheal 01622 858100

Have you read the article by Joan Drury? Joan is clearly delighted she took the
initiative to learn things about fire prevention and safety she did not know.
KFRS services include smoke alarms including various types to suit a range of
disabilities, all generally ‘free of charge’.

Yoga Classes Grafty Green Village Hall
Wednesday evenings 5th and 12th December at 7 until 8.30
Thursday mornings 6th and 13th December at 9.30 until 11
Yoga is suitable for all ages, men and women. Beginners welcome.

Yoga is excellent for regaining flexibility, establishing strength and releasing stress
leading to a balanced life.
The New Year term will begin on 9th and 10th January.
Drop-in available; there are mats etc. to borrow.
Become aware of how your body moves and is constructed. The body is
remarkable in that given a little time and regular effort the benefits
can be noticed quite quickly. Yoga allows you to develop more
movement through your joints, safely and naturally. Yoga is also
useful for controlling stress and relieving tension. Call me for more
information 850381 or visit my web page www.yogawithsusan.co.uk

Music Notes - December
December brings Advent and Christmas, with festive music abounding. No shortage of
concerts, and don’t forget the carol services as advertised elsewhere in this magazine.
Here are just some of the other local musical events for the month: 

Saturday 1st December, 7.30pm at Mote Hall, Maidstone – Maidstone Symphony
Orchestra with soloist Jamie Walton perform Dvorak’s Cello concerto and Brahms
Symphony no.1.Tickets 01622 735 830.



Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm at holy Cross Church, Bearsted – Bearsted Choral
Society’s Christmas Concert includes a selection of Christmas choral works by
Charpentier, Bush, Poulenc and Thiman. Information 01622 674384



Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm at All Saints’ Church, Maidstone. Maidstone Wind
Symphony perform their Christmas Concert in aid of All Saints’ Church Restoration
& Development Trust . There is a wide selection of seasonal music, some popular,
some meditative. Info and tickets 01580 291056.



Saturday 15th December, 7.30pm at Maidstone Leisure Centre, Maidstone Choral
Union presents Music for Christmas, a concert of carols for choir and audience
with the Kent Festival Brass Ensemble. Retiring collection for the Royal British
Legion. Tickets 01622 726193.

For the stop-at homes, try BBC radio 3 on Sunday 2nd December, for the Advent carol,
service from St. John’s College, Cambridge; then there is of course the Kings College
Cambridge festival of nine lessons on radio 3, 3pm on Monday 24th and a different service
on TV BBC 2(time to be confirmed). Also on Christmas Day BBC 2, Rossini’s La
Centerentola, (Cinderella)- again time to be advised.

Brian Hardy

Grafty Gourmet
Christmas is upon us again, so here’s one for those of you with a sweet tooth. As usual, simple
to make and great to eat.

Christmas Rocky Road
250g dark chocolate, chopped
150g milk chocolate, chopped
175g butter, softened, plus extra for
greasing
4 tbsp golden syrup

200g amoretti biscuits
150g shelled Brazil nuts
150g red glace cherries
125g mini marshmallows
1 tbsp icing sugar

1. Place the dark and milk chocolate pieces into a heavy-based pan. Add the butter
and golden syrup and cook over a low heat to melt and combine.
2. Place the amoretti biscuits into a freezer bag and bash with a rolling pin to make
crumbs of various sizes. Place the Brazil nuts into another freezer bag and bash in the
same way.
3. Take the pan of melted chocolate mixture off the heat and add the crushed biscuits
and nuts. Add the glace cherries and mini marshmallows. Fold the mixture carefully to
coat all of the solid ingredients with the syrupy chocolate mixture.
4. Pour the mixture into a 25cm/10in x 30cm/12in greased and lined baking tray and
smooth the surface as much as possible (although it will look bumpy). Refrigerate for
two hours, or until firm enough to cut. Dust with icing sugar, then sprinkle with edible
glitter if you wish. Remove the block of rocky road from the tray and cut into 24
rectangles.

News from Platts Heath Primary School

Where small works
And so we come to the last newsletter of 2012. This year
has flown by, but it’s hardly surprising when you look at how
much we have managed to pack in!!
Fund Raising
Our school council members proudly represented Platts Heath Primary School at the
remembrance service on Monday 12th November at St Mary’s Church in Lenham. We also
raised a wonderful £46 for the Royal British Legion through the sale of poppies.
Spot the Difference? - The children and staff all came to school in suitably spotty attire
on the 16th November and between them raised a whopping £71 for BBC Children in Need.
As part of Turner class’ ongoing efforts to raise funds for their trip to the O2 in January,
they have raised another tremendous £36 by asking their parents to sponsor a Christmas
carol. Parents were given a number of carols to choose from and were asked to sponsor
the songs they most wanted to hear the children sing at the Christmas carol concert. The
six chosen carols were ‘Little Donkey’, ‘It was on a Starry Night’, ‘Away in a Manger’, ‘O
Come all ye Faithful’, ‘Go Tell it on the Mountain’ and ‘I saw Three Ships’.
K’NEX Challenge
The children from Wallis and Turner class (Year 2-6) are getting excited about competing
again in the K’NEX challenge taking place on Tuesday 4th December. The winning pair will
go through to the finals, competing against children from across the area, to be held in
Rochester on Friday 14th December.

Turner class have now completed their Global Children's
Challenge™ and managed to “virtually” walk all the way to Pompeii! Their average class
step was 11,077 and the total number of steps managed was 553,853.
Intriguing India
Turner class’ topic this term is about India and on Thursday 29th November they will be
holding “India day.” In the morning the children will be making some traditional Indian
dishes such as chapattis and samosas. Parents will be able to taste these culinary
wonders in the afternoon whilst being entertained with some traditional dancing.
We are well and truly in the festive mood and all the classes are currently in the process
of producing a Christmas mural to decorate the corridor in the school. Lowry class
(Reception and Year 1) have drawn inspiration from Raymond Briggs “The Snowman”,
Wallis class (Years 2 and 3) are looking at Eric Carle’s “Dream Snow” and Turner
class(Year 4&5&6) are focusing on Chris Van Allsburg’s “The Polar Express”.

Continuing with the seasonal festivities, we will be having our Christmas lunch on the 11th
December. As always this is well attended by our governors who will be serving dinner to
the children – apparently, I am very lucky and get to be on Brussels sprout duty!
Whilst shepherd’s watch their flock?
We shall be watching Lowry class perform their nativity “Shine Star, Shine” on Tuesday
18th December. Lowry class will be telling a story about an important big star who is
having the trouble to find strength to shine, until his friends help him in every way they
can. I’m sure the children will be brilliant as usual.
Wallis and Turner class shall also celebrating Christmas with their own carol concert on
the 20th December at St Mary’s Church in Lenham. The winning carols will be performed
along with plenty of other performances from the children. Of course, as we are an all
inclusive school, parents will be thrilled to know that the “Twelve Days of Christmas” is
back, along with all the actions and pictures!
Platts Heath Primary School Open Afternoon – Thursday 6th December
This is a chance for all parents with children moving up to Reception next September to
visit us and get a feel for what we do and who we are. Please come along and see for
yourself what a welcoming school we are.
Thinking of moving, or recently moved into the area? Please give us a call on 01622
850316 to see if there are spaces available or come and visit our friendly school.
Our website address is: www.platts-heath.kent.sch.uk
Or email us: office@platts-heath.kent.sch.uk
We hope you enjoy the Christmas break and wish you all a very happy holiday.
Emma Wilkins – Parent Governor

Bulky Refuse Collections (Saturday Freighter Service)
Maidstone Borough Council have issued the timetable for the Saturday Freighter
Service up to end of January 2013.
Grafty Green
Saturday 12th January

15:15 – 15:45 -: Church Rd – Junction Headcorn Rd

Platts Heath
Saturday 12th January

14:30 – 15-10 -: Green Lane

Ulcombe
Saturday 19th January

09:25 - 09.55 -: Lodge Gardens

Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Find the missing word?
1

Silent _____, Popular Christmas carol

2

_____ Christmas, A Bing Crosby favourite

3

Let It ____, A Dean Martin song

4

_______ around The Christmas Tree, a hit for Mel & Kim

5

A _____ Tale of New York, A no 2 hit for The Pouges & Kirsty McColl

6

Once in Royal _______ ____, A Christmas carol

7

_________ and Wine, A no 1 for Cliff Richard

8

Frosty the _______, A popular Christmas song

9

____ Bryan, Had a hit with All I want for Christmas is a Beatle

10

A Lonely ___ (In a Christmas shop), A song by Adam Faith

Platts Heath St Edmunds Centre
By the time you are reading this, we will have held our latest Quiz. If you haven't been
able to join us before, they are always a fun night, and would be wonderful to see you
at our next one!
rd

We will be carol singing again on Sunday, 23
December. Leaving the Hall at 4,
working our way around the village, then heading back for mince pies and mulled
wine. It would be great to see some new faces, so make a note of the date & hope to
see you there!
We will be having a New Years Eve disco, families very welcome, from 8 til late, £5 an
adult, children free. If you would like to buy tickets call 858208.
We have lots of fun evenings coming up in the New Year, a curry & live music night,
plus Beer tasting & social night to name a few, watch this space for dates. It would be
fantastic to see you there! And we would welcome any suggestions you may have for
future events.

Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club
Sessions At Village Hall
Now On Wednesdays 2.00pm Starting 31st October
Please Arrive Few Minutes Earlier For Games To Start On Time
Flat Soled Shoes (No Heel Or Tread Pattern Or Worn Outdoors)
All Are Welcome – Free Tuition – Come And Try
Session Charges £3 (Using Club Bowls)
Or £2 (Using Own Bowls)
All Enquiries: Chris Wheal 01622 858100

From your Parish Council ......
There was some response to my call in last month's Malherbe Monthly for people to
come forward and help with the preparation of an Emergency Plan and a
Village/Neighbourhood Plan and, as a result, at the Parish Council Meeting on 20 th
November, 2 groups were established:
Emergency Plan: Pat Anderson; Cllr. Ron Galton and Chris Wheal.
Village/Neighbourhood Plan: Sylvia Close; John Collins; Mike Davidson; Cllr. Tony
King; Ian Shaw and Cllr. Robert Turner.
They will meet before the next Parish Council meeting (22nd January 2013) to
establish the way forward and I will keep you updated.
Regarding the Parish Services Scheme (which, if it comes into being, will mean the
Parish council will have very little money, maybe only enough to keep some of the
grass cut) there is little further to report. The petitions from the parishes had a total
number of signatures in the region of 3,400. It will be presented to MBC on
Wednesday 12th December in Maidstone, exact venue to be confirmed. It is hoped
that as many Parishioners from the whole of the Maidstone area will attend as
possibly can to create a real show of the extent of our disapproval. If you would like
to go, please contact me and I will organize lifts/car sharing where possible.

Christine King
Parish Clerk

Grafty Geeks

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Grafty Green Village Hall on
Tuesday 22nd January 2013
The minutes for the last meeting (and all previous minutes) can be viewed on the
Boughton Malherbe Parish Website or by contacting the Parish Clerk

Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Word 1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Battle
Fighting
Back
Clad
Blue
Coloured
Federal
Birth
Baking
Library
Club
Shadow
Flask
Resources
Friend
Garden

Word 2
Cruise
Hissy
Down
League
Battle
Purpose
Game
Exchange
Siphon
Phone
Strip
Gloves
Packed
History
Sunday
Ginger

Word 3
War
Tight
Dutch
Poison
Family
Tasking
Gold
Water
Bread
Home
American
Day
Cleaner
Super
Seller
Mat

Answer
Ships

The December Night Sky
The Sun is in the constellation of Ophiuchus at the start of December, and moves
into Sagittarius on 17th December.
New Moon occurs on Thursday 13th December, and Full Moon is on Friday 28th
December in Gemini.
Mercury is at its greatest distance west of the Sun on 4th December, and we may
have a chance to see this elusive planet just before dawn in the southeast in the
middle of the month.
Venus is rising in the northeast in the early hours, and by dawn the brilliant “Morning
Star” will be well up in the south-eastern sky. Relative to the stars, it is moving
rapidly south-eastwards out of Libra and across the northern part of the constellation
of Scorpius. Again very little detail can be seen through a telescope apart from a
rather featureless white disc.
Mars is very low in the south-western sky at dusk throughout December, and sets
only a short time after sunset. Again it will be difficult to see in the twilight.
Jupiter is at opposition to the Sun on 3rd December, and therefore rises at sunset
and sets at sunrise. Relative to the stars it is moving very slowly westwards in the
constellation of Taurus. Through a telescope you may be able to see the dark and
light bands, and some of Jupiter’s four major moons.
Saturn is rising in the east in the early hours of the morning, and is well up in the
eastern sky at dawn. Relative to the stars it is moving very slowly south-eastwards
leaving Virgo and into the constellation of Libra. Through a telescope you should be
able to see the famous rings together with many of its moons.
One of the most reliable meteors showers of the year is the Geminid shower, which
occurs every December. These can be seen at any time between December 7 th and
16th.
They appear to radiate from the bright star Castor in the constellation of Gemini, and
will be visible throughout the hours of darkness. They are expected to peak on
Wednesday 14th December. This is also the best time of the year to see sporadic
meteors. These can be seen at any time and in any part of the sky.
Back in September I reported on NASA’s Curiosity Rover, which was launched on 6th
August, with the main aim of finding evidence of life on the surface of Mars. Recently
NASA’s SAM laboratory reported a remarkable discovery, but has not revealed any
details. According to some reports it will now warrant further Mars cave explorations.
I will keep you informed.
John Maunder

Helpful Visit
As a young civil servant I worked in the Department responsible for drafting new
Building Regulations. Nowadays these regulations are much maligned but those who
wrote them were idealists whose aims were to improve the standard of building and
to make homes safer.
Much attention was paid to Fire Regulations. The result of constant reading and
checking of these rules is that I have always been concerned about safety and usually
look around for the means of escape when I am in a public building.
But what about means of escape from my own home? Having heard representatives
of the Kent Fire & Rescue Service (KFRS) speak at Parish Council meetings I did not
hesitate to tick the appropriate box to have my house checked over. This proved to
be a wise decision. I was visited by an efficient and helpful member of KFRS who
gave me advice which I have put into practice. I hope not but there may be a fire. If
there is I shall know what to do.
If you are unsure about how to arrange a visit do contact Chris Wheal on 01622
858100.
Joan Drury

D.FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs
Roofing repairs, ridge &
hips checked
Moss cleaned off roofs
Gutters & window frames
cleaned
Chimneys re-pointed
Call Dave for a quote on
01622 850659 or 07941 324286

Christian Message December 2012
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
Born the King of angels:

O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the
Lord.

God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten, not created,

O come let us adore him, etc.
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above:
‘Glory to God
In the highest’:

O come let us adore him, etc.
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing;

O come let us adore him, etc.

Traditional words of 18th century translated from the Latin in 1841 by F
Oakley and others
One of the great joys of Christmas is the music. Music has always been acknowledged to
have power to set or enhance a mood. I really like the idea that Christmas is God’s
invitation to us to join in his dance and sing his song. His Christmas song is the music of
God’s love for the world by sending his Son to us as the baby Jesus.
Carols have always been associated with Christmas. I have learnt that the word ’carol’
comes from 2 Latin words, which are ‘cantare’ meaning to sing, and ‘rola’ which is an
exclamation of joy. Christmas carols are still very popular and many of us still enjoy some
of the old traditions associated with them. During this month we will see groups of people
wandering the streets, singing carols, listening to them as they shop, and exchange gifts,
being offered mulled wine, mince pies and other refreshments, attending various
Christmas concerts and carol services, and generally enjoying ourselves in ’the spirit of
Christmas’, even in this high-tech post-modern world. Maybe one of the reasons that
’Christmas’ is still celebrated so widely is that Christmas music is as popular as it ever was.
In a sense, all carols are hymns, and many hymns are carols. If a carol is a song of joyful
exclamation, then many of our church hymns qualify. I suppose our carols are poems
designed to be sung in praise to God. O Come all ye Faithful is one of the most famous,
most popular and most well-known carols. It’s interesting to note how many, even nonchurch attendees, can sing several verses without checking the words on carol sheets!
The carol tells the story of Christmas. It starts by calling us to worship and the refrain, ’O
come let us adore him’ repeats the invitation after each verse. The 2 nd verse tells of the
incarnation, reminding us of the deep significance of this Christ-child whom we are to
come and adore. The verses then describe the nativity, joining us to the adoration of the
shepherds and the magi. We then sing of the humbleness of the Christ child who is poor

and in the manger. We often end the carol with the words ‘sing choirs of angels’ and we
end with great praise as we proclaim ‘Glory to God in the Highest’. Often the exception is
on Christmas Day when traditionally we go one verse better! In this final verse the words
‘now in flesh appearing’ can send a tingle down the spine, probably something to do with
it being reserved only to be sung for one day of the year, and its use gives a special
significance to this day, the day when God became human for us. And on this special, holy
day, in fact on any day, we can greet the Lord and welcome him into our hearts, in
adoration, for he is Christ the Lord.
Our warm invitation to you, from our churches, is to Come, all of you, joyful and
triumphant, or however you are feeling, come and behold him, born the king of angels.
We look forward to welcoming all of you as we celebrate together.
I invite you to say this prayer as you prepare for your Christmas celebrations:

Lord Jesus, as we follow the light of your star to Bethlehem, to greet your presence with
us, grant us, your people to be faithful as we find, adore and follow you, not only at this
time, but at all times, until we come to dwell with you, and sing your praise with choirs of
angels and all the citizens of heaven. Amen.
Reverend Millie Hart

Ulcombe History Society
The next meeting of the Ulcombe History Society will be on Tuesday the 4th of December
at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Alan Stockwell on The History of Pantomime.
As it is near Christmas, we thought we would make it a festive occasion with mulled wine
and mince pies. We also thought some of you just might like to come in pantomime
costume (definitely not obligatory!!). All are welcome.

St. Edmunds Centre - Film Club
The following films are the suggested screenings for the remainder of our current
season. Doors open at 7.45 p.m. for an 8 p.m. start. Titles may vary if members
agree to make changes. If you wish to receive emails detailing each film about a
week prior to the screening date please contact Clive Bartlett, 14 Green Lane to leave
your address details. The information can be hand delivered if you do not have access
to a computer. You are invited to make a donation of £3 to St Edmunds .
21st December. Christmas Carol (animated)
25th January. Ice Age 4
There is not a Film night during February.
22nd March. Breakfast at Tiffany’s
9th April. Choice of Ealing Comedy (Title to be agreed).
24th May. Warhorse

Seasoned Logs from
Local Coppice for Sale

Clean Burning, Kiln Dried
Cut to size and delivered

Variety of logs suitable for
open fires or log burners
Contact Norman on
077333 28715

The Len Valley Benefice

Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe

Sunday/Main Services – December 2012
2nd December – 1st Sunday of Advent
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
8am Harrietsham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Christingle Service
9.30am Boughton Holy Communion
11am Lenham Holy Communion
11.15am Ulcombe Christingle Service

9th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent (St. Nicholas)
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
09.30am Harrietsham Holy Communion
11.00am Lenham Morning Worship
11.15am Ulcombe Holy Communion
6.30pm Boughton Choral Evensong
Monday 10th December
6.30pm Service for people with learning Disabilities and their Carers and anyone else
who wants to join in for some Christmas fun in St. John the Baptist Church
Harrietsham
Saturday 15th December
4pm Messy Church in St. Mary’s Lenham
16th December – 3rd Sunday after Advent
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Morning Worship
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Holy Communion
11am Lenham Holy Communion
11.15am Ulcombe Morning Worship
3pm Boughton Malherbe Carol Service
5pm Lenham Carol Service
6.30pm Harrietsham Carol Service
Wednesday 19th December
7pm Ulcombe Carol Service
23rd December – Christ the King
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Harrietsham Holy Communion
9.30am Boughton Malherbe Holy Communion
11am Lenham Family Worship

11.15am Ulcombe Holy Communion
24th December - Christmas Eve
4pm Harrietsham - Crib Service
4pm Boughton - Crib Service
4pm Lenham - Crib Service
4pm Ulcombe - Crib Service
11.15pm Harrietsham – Holy Communion
11.15pm Lenham – Holy Communion
11.15pm Ulcombe – Holy Communion
25th December – Christmas Day
10.00am Harrietsham Family Worship and Holy Communion
10.00am Boughton Malherbe Family Worship and Holy Communion
10.00am Lenham Family Worship and Holy Communion
10.00am Ulcombe Family Worship and Holy Communion
30th December – The First Sunday of Christmas
8am Lenham BCP Holy Communion
10am Lenham Benefice Holy Communion Service
31st December
Come and celebrate with us on New Year’s Eve at 11.30pm in St. John the Baptist
Church Harrietsham, as we welcome 2013 with reflection and festive refreshments.

An invitation to those with learning disabilities, their carers and all others
who would like to join us.
We warmly invite you all to a time of Christmas fun at St John's Church in
Harrietsham on Monday 10th December at 6.30pm.
There will be some Christmas carols, crackers, mince pies and other festive
refreshments. Please do join us.
If you would like further information please contact Reverend Millie Hart 01622
859753 or email millie.hart@uwclub.net
Messy Mums
A new group for mums or dads, carers and grannies with babies and toddlers at St
Mary’s Lenham. Drop in from 10.30 – 12.00 on Wednesday mornings in term time for
coffee, chat and friendship with a brief pause in a quiet space for reflection plus
songs and a story for the little ones.

Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle

