
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MICHAELSTOW PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM AT TREGAWN FARM  

         at 7.30PM on THURSDAY 11 September 2025            

Present at meeting: Cllr. Jem Marshall [Chair], Cllr. Anthony O’B ffrench Blake, 
Cllr. Richard Whitby, Cllr. Robin East, Cllr. Peter Jago 

In attendance: Julie Fairman, Parish Clerk and Simon Mitchell, previous Parish Clerk 

 

Full Council Meeting, 11 September 2025 

  Discussion / Decision 

1. Public Session No members of the public present  

2. Declaration Parish Council members made no declaration of interest  

3. Apologies None required from Parish Councillors. 
Cllr. David Garrigan. 

4. Minutes It was resolved that the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 7 August 
2025 be ADOPTED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record. Cllr Jem 
Marshall then SIGNED the minutes. [minutes page] . 

5. Ward 
Councillor Report 

Written report supplied by Cllr. Dave Garrigan:  
Our administration is discussing proposals to challenge SW Water regarding 
bill rises and pollution and support our Cornwall Council tenant farms. You 
may have recently heard that these farms were to be sold, it's highly unlikely 
and I will fight to retain them if any such suggestions arise again. 
Having attended some recent pre planning wind turbine consultations. I feel it 
is time for exploration of benefits to the Michaelstow community for 
imposing the recent replacement of the close proximity wind turbine. I have 
attached a link regarding guidelines for benefits to communities hosting more 
powerful turbines to gauge the level of funding expected. Although the 
Michaelstow turbine is not of this level of power output, I would expect some 
goodwill and community funding from Octopus energy. If the local 
community take this forward, I will support their endeavours. 
The Council debated Cllr D Garrigan’s proposal and also reiterated the 
agreement which was put in place with D Pluess when the original turbine 
was erected. A written agreement stated that £2,500 would be paid to the 
Parish Council annually for 10 years but that the agreed payments seemed to 
have lapsed. Cllr J Marshall PROPOSED that a letter be sent to D Pluess 
requesting an update on these payments as there was an intention in place 
for payment. This was SECONDED by Cllr P Jago and UNANIMOUSLY 
SUPPORTED. 

6. Matters Arising Bank Mandate Forms for MP Council signatories 
Mandate forms are now all completed and Council now needs further 
identification forms for Cllr P Jago and the new Parish Clerk to be actioned 
alongside a letter to Barclays explaining the change in Parish Clerk. Cllr R 
Whitby PROPOSED that the outgoing Clerk action this as he has access to 
Barclays. This was SECONDED by Cllr J Marshall and UNANIMOUSLY 
SUPPORTED. 
In light of ongoing issues with Barclays, the Parish Clerk to investigate Unity 
Trust as a new banking option with a view to opening an account specifically 
for the Community Trust fund as a first step. PROPOSED by Cllr J Marshall, 
SECONDED by Cllr R Whitby and UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 
Michaelstow Community Fund Update 
The Community Trust balance of £4242.36 has been received back from 

http://www.parish-council.com/michaelstow/index.asp?pageid=707422
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Barclays which had decided to close the PC account it was held in due to 
inactivity. Cllr R Whitby stated this money had been erroneously paid into the 
Michaelstow PC bank account due to the other specific account being closed 
by Barclays. To rectify this, the Parish Clerk will open a new Unity Trust 
account so this money can be ringfenced securely. This was PROPOSED by Cllr 
R Whitby, SECONDED by Cllr P Jago and UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 
Replacement of Clerk/New Contract/Schedule etc 
Council welcomed the new Parish Clerk and it was agreed that Cllr R Whitby 
now liaise with her to finalise the contract for the role. PROPOSED by Cllr R 
Whitby, SECONDED by Cllr J Marshall and UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 
The Council also wished to thank the outgoing Clerk for his years of 
dedication and service, and a token of the Council’s appreciation was given. 

7. Applications/ 

Planning Matters  

Updates on Woodland Farm Proposal 

A number of Council members had attended an informal meeting with the 

developers of the new Woodland Farm site and shared the drawings of the 

proposed build that had been presented with the Full Council. Initial 

comments centred around the fact that although the layout was attractive, 

the Council would like the developer to consider the local housing needs for 

the area and the affordability of the units in light of this. 

It was agreed that the Council would need more drawings so that it could 

make an informed decision regarding the proposed build. Cllr J Marshall 

PROPOSED that he would ask the developer for more images, especially of 

the vista from the road. This was SECONDED by Cllr P Jago and 

UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 
At the same time, Cllr J Marshall PROPOSED that the Council will share the 

current images with Cllr D Garrigan before responding to the developer 

formally. SECONDED by Cllr P Jago and UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 

Planning and applications received after publication of agenda.  

None received. 

8. Financial 
Matters 

Bank Balance 
Statement as of 11 September £10,731.29 which is inflated due to the 
repayment of the Community Trust funds. 
Invoices  

• Clerk’s monthly salary paid in arrears by standing order     £462.67  

• Clerk’s holiday pay, back pay, HMRC payment and  
additional handover hours                                                        £855.31                                                                                      

Concern was raised over the HMRC payment and Cllr R Whitby PROPOSED to 
investigate with the Payroll supplier. SECONDED by Cllr J Marshall and 
UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 

9. LMP & 
Maintenance 

Nothing reported. 

10. Community Camel Valley Community Area Partnership meeting is due on 30 October. Cllr J 
Marshall to attend.  
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Network/ 

Correspondence 

11. Parish 
Matters. AOB 

Council had received a letter from a parishioner expressing concern over 
overhanging dangerous trees from a neighbouring site. Council was specifically 
concerned with overhang across the road and it was PROPOSED by Cllr J 
Marshall that this matter be forwarded to Cllr D Garrigan for his consideration 
as well as reported to Highways. This was SECONDED by Cllr P Jago and 
UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED. 
The Parish Clerk reminded all Councillors that they have to attend a Code of 
Conduct training session before November 2025. A link for online training to 
be forwarded. 

12. Next 
Meeting: 

The next meeting will be on 9 October at 7.30pm. Following meetings for 2025 
will be: 13 November and 11 December. 

14. Close The Chair closed the meeting at 20.49 

 


