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From the Vicar

I’m writing this on 18th October, as I scan the news headlines regularly

to keep abreast of the terrible events in Israel and Gaza. The recent

Hamas attacks on Israeli citizens were despicable; and the Israeli re-

sponse has led to the unjustifiable and tragic death of many civilians, in-

cluding innocent children. Israel and Palestine are currently arguing over

who is to blame for the explosion which killed almost 500 people at the

Al-Ahli Arab hospital in Gaza City. Israel’s threatened attack on Gaza “by

air, sea and land” has not yet materialised – but I live in fear that, by the

time you read this, Gaza City will be no more. I fear, too, for all those who

have fled Gaza City and who seek sanctuary elsewhere in the Gaza strip

– waiting, and praying, for the border with Egypt to open so that food,

water and medical supplies can be taken into Gaza, and those who wish

can leave.The situation in the Gaza strip is desperate. It’s a humanitarian

crisis. I also fear that Iran, Lebanon and other nations will be drawn into

the conflict, and that the conflict will continue to escalate, and spiral out

of control.Meanwhile the ongoing conflicts in Ukraine, and many other

nations, show little sign of abating. Sometimes it’s hard not to despair,

not to lose hope, not to fear for the future.

Several friends shared the following prayer on social media today,

offered by The Methodist Church:

Loving God

I see the news and I am afraid.

Violence is spiralling out of control.

I don’t know what to think or feel.

The temptation to fall into hatred, or despair

feels very close at hand.

Help me to remember that nothing in all creation

can separate me from your love

that I know in Jesus.

May your perfect love for me cast out my fear

and free me to discern what is mine to do

amidst the chaos of this suffering world.

Amen.



Perhaps you could pray this prayer, as you continue to pray for peace

in the Holy Land, for the release of all hostages; and for an end to

the cycle of oppression, violence and retribution.

On 5th November, while the nation remembers Guy Fawkes’ foiled

plot to blow up Parliament, the church will celebrate our Patronal

Festival of All Saints’, during which we celebrate the great company

of saints who surround us. We also have an opportunity – at our

annual Service of Light, at 3pm on 5th November - to remember, and

give thanks for, our own loved ones, family and friends who gave us

life and love, or who nurtured us in faith.  And on the following

Sunday, we remember those who gave, or lost, their lives in war; and

we reflect upon the terrible cost of war, as we continue to pray for

peace.  All are always welcome to any of our services – and to pop

into church whenever it is open (almost every day) to pray, or just to

enjoy the peace and tranquillity of our beautiful church.

All Saints’ Church has been a beacon of hope and light, on “God’s

Holy Hill” for hundreds of years, offering a sacred space for divine

encounter, prayer, worship, celebrations, and personal and national

lamentation, remembrance and mourning.I hope that you will

consider becoming a Friend of All Saints’ Church, so that we can

continue to serve the local community, and promote the values of

justice, love, peace, faith and hope, for generations to come. Please

pick up a leaflet in church, or visit www.rcc.ac.uk/friendsallsaints if

you would like to become a Friend. Thank you.

May God bless you abundantly, as we remember and pray for all

those who have lost their lives in wars and conflicts, and as we pray

for peace on earth.  May the light of Christ shine in your hearts, and

lighten the darkness.  Amidst the chaos of this suffering world, may

you know the peace of God which passes all understanding, and

may you know that you are loved, unconditionally, and all the time.

Peace be with you.  Shalom and salaam.

God bless  Karen x



Services in All Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon
November 2023 

Sunday 5th November All Saints’ Day – Patronal Festival

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Communion

3:00pm Service of Light for All Souls’ Day – 

remembering our loved ones, who have died

Sunday 12th November Remembrance Sunday  

9:30am Parish Communion 

10:50am  We gather at the Village War Memorial 

for an Act of Remembrance

Sunday 19th November The Second Sunday Before Advent -

Safeguarding Sunday 

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am A Service of the Word (not Communion)-Communion

is available in St Mary’s, Garsington at 9:30am 

Sunday 26th November Christ the King

9:30am     Parish Communion 

Sunday 3rd December Advent Sunday

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Communion

6:00pm Advent Carol Service with a combined choir from   

All Saints’ Church and Ripon College Cuddesdon

Church is open daily for private prayer from approximately 10am - 5pm



All Saints’ Church Choir
An informal choir singing at All Saints’ Church, 

Cuddesdon, every fourth Sunday of the month. 

All ages welcome.

Please contact Ron Stern

ron@thesterns.org.uk or 01865 872863

Whether or not you’ve been in a choir before, 

do come and give it a try.

We rehearse and sing just once a month.

It’s fun, and we get to sing some great music.

Cuddesdon and Denton Village Hall.

Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 8pm

M*A*S*H 1970 (15)

Donald Sutherland, Elliot Gould, 

Tom Skerritt. Director Robert Altman.

The staff of a Korean War field hospital use humour and 

high jinks to keep their sanity in the face of the horror of war.

Film Club yearly membership £5 concessions £3 family 

£15 visitors for one night £1.

Mark Chapman, John Cook.  Email: jande.cook24@gmail.com

cuddesdon picture palace



Cuddesdon and Denton WI
In November we would be delighted to see former
members, current members and new members so do
come along, bring a friend and enjoy getting to know 
everyone. Refreshments are served.   

We meet in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month.  

Please note, we meet at 6.45pm.  

The next meeting will be:

Wednesday, 1st November  

A talk by Peter Buchan-Symons on Origami followed by a hands

on workshop.  We will be thinking Christmas!  

Thursday 7th December

Our Annual Christmas Dinner will be held at Ripon College.

Pauline Hessey

Cuddesdon Coffee Morning
The next Coffee Morning will take place on Tues.

14th November at 10.30-12.00 in the Village Hall.

Do come along and meet up with friends. We ove

to welcome new members especially anyone new to the village. 

Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an ex-

cellent raffle. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Jean, Marion and Lynda

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Shoe boxes seem in short supply so please if you would  like to con-

tribute to a child’s Christmas joy leave any wrapped gift in the la-

belled box just inside All Saints church. If appropriate please give an

indication of age and a message on a label if you so wish.

We will deliver same to the Salvation Army in Oxford at the end of

November.  Any queries ring Anne Stern, 07786066046



Parish Council

All three new councillors attended October’s meeting. It is good to

have the Parish Council back to full strength again after several

months with only four councillors.

From time to time the Parish Council investigates whether any

changes can be made in the village to improve traffic safety. Most

recently Tim Bearder, our County Councillor, has been pressing for a

20mph speed limit to be introduced and so residents are being

canvassed on their opinions about this.

One area where the traffic is fast is on the way into Cuddesdon past

Parkside. Suggestions on how to reduce the traffic speed in this area

include white safety gates mounted on the verge, which have the

psychological effect of slowing the traffic, or an electric sign which

flashes up vehicles’ speeds as they pass.

Each year we have a RoSPA inspection of the play equipment on the

recreation ground to make sure it is safe. The latest inspection

confirmed that the goal posts are becoming rusty at the bottom so we

are investigating having them replaced. We fitted new goal nets

recently but the frames are the original ones bought 17 years ago.

We have had the two tree stumps removed on Denton Green and on

Cuddesdon Green near the churchyard entrance.

We have asked the County Council to clean the roadside drains,

many of which are overflowing. I do not believe the drains have been

cleared for at least six years.

The planning application with design revisions to the new house at

Upper Farm in Denton (P23/S2093/S73) has been approved by the

District Council. The revised application for a garage in the garden of

1 Dove House Lane (P23/S1892/HH) has been refused because it is

considered to be an inappropriate development in the green belt.

Mike Mount

Parish Clerk



From The Parish Council Chairman 

November 2023

Dear Parishioners,

I hope to see you all at our Bonfire Night on 5th November. We’ve

locked in our ticket price of £5 for fireworks and a hotdog (both pork

and veggie options) but also offer you a glass of wine or a beer. With

the Bat & Ball closed it’s important that we all meet up on that Sunday

evening and celebrate the beginning of winter together.

Many apologies to almost all of you for being harassed by Parish

Councillors with our survey about traffic calming. As most of you will

know, we have been offered the chance to make the Parish a 20mph

zone and we decided to ask everyone what they thought. It was a

great chance to ask wider questions about the areas of concern

throughout our Parish and thanks to everyone for your time at the

door-step. We’ll be sifting through a wide range of great suggestions

and, while there are limits to what we can achieve in much of the

Parish, we will do our best to find a balance between maintaining the

rural nature of our community and enhancing the safety of everyone

on our roads. We’ll be discussing it further at our November meeting

on 7th of the month at 7.30pm if you’d like to join us.

Meanwhile, in my own patch I am battling with a badger, a mole and

a family of squirrels who are all turning our garden into a ploughed

field… again. I have purchased a humanitarian orange gadget that is

supposed to release a sonic beep that scares them all away. They’re

all very happy at the moment and haven’t gone anywhere. I hate the

beep and they’re all immune.

I’ll let you all know how I get on with the wildlife and the traffic calming

schemes. In priority order, obviously.

Ohana,

Chris



The Nativity and Infancy of Jesus of Nazareth

Annunciation by Magdalena de Passe, 1620, exhibited by the British

Museum in ‘Landmarks in Print Collecting’ during 1996 in various mu-

seums in the USA. Nativity by Joseph Bergler (around 1790), after a

painting by Annibale Carracci.

You are warmly invited to visit an exhibition of around 25 seventeenth

and eighteenth century engravings and etchings that present events

surrounding the birth and early life of Jesus. The exhibition will be

mounted in the chancel of All Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon and can be

viewed during Advent and Christmas, from December 4th 2023 until

Twelfth Night 2024.

Please join us for a Reception and Open Evening in All Saints’,

Cuddesdon at 6.00 p.m. on Friday December 8th to hear something

of why these prints were made and what they signify, and enjoy 

a glass of wine - or contact me for a private view.

Robert Wilson

robwil@myphone.coop     01865 873513    07881664332

RSVP if you are coming to the reception



Hello from The Maple Tree!
The children are back at school and the nights are drawing in – autumn

is truly here again, so why not treat your little one to a visit to The Maple

Tree to brighten their day? We have sessions to fit all interests:

Mondays: Messy Mondays at 10:00-11:30am 

Tuesdays: Story and Rhyme-Time at 10:00-11:30am 

Wednesdays: Baby and Bump Cafe at 10:00am-12:00pm 

Thursdays: Little Explorers at 10:00-11:30am 

Twinnies at 2:00-4:00pm

Fridays, a new session: Little Chatterboxes* at 10:00-11:30am

Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am, 3rd Saturday every month

Village Outreach: The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall 

on Thursdays from 11:00am-12:00pm. 

*Little Chatterboxes is in response to parent and teacher concerns

about the lack of communication and language skills of children entering

reception. Join us on Friday mornings for tips and tricks to enable children

to become more effective communicators!

Check out our Website and Facebook page for more details. Have you

thought about becoming a Friend of the Maple Tree offering monthly finan-

cial support or volunteering at one of the sessions above? These are two

ways that you can support our lovely charity. (Charity number:1174117)

We are here to help if you need advice or support: 

01865 236700 or 07849 466249.       Email: info@mapletree.org.uk

Website: www.mapletree.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley

Instagram: @themapletreecentre

Laura Spencer -The Maple Tree Centre Manager
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* All Are Invited To A Village *
Advent Carol Service

with Poetry, Readings, 
Hymns and Advent carols

Led by the choirs of Ripon College 
and All Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon              

Sunday 3 December at 6pm
in All Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon

Followed by Mulled Wine, 
Spiced Apple Juice and Mince Pies

* All Welcome *





Sophie Silverstone Wheatley Library Manager







The usual surgery opening hours are Monday to Friday 8am to

6.30pm. Saturday mornings (excluding Bank Holiday weekends)

8am to 10.30am, for  prebooked consultations only

Enhanced access hours are offered outside these times, please speak to

one of the reception team on 01865 872448 for more information.

When the surgery is closed, please contact the Out of Hours service by

phoning 111. The surgery’s in-house dispensary closed permanently on 29

September 2023 WHEATLEY PHARMACY REMAINS OPEN

There is no change to the process of ordering your repeat prescription. If

you already collect your medication from Wheatley Pharmacy, then you

need not do anything. If you have not yet nominated a pharmacy to pick up

your medication, then please do so. Check or alter your nomination via your

NHS login - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or contact our prescription clerk team via

morland.dispensary@nhs.net  Tel 01865 872448 (option 3)

Flu & Covid Vaccines - All eligible patients have been offered their flu and

covid vaccines. If you are eligible and have not yet had yours then please

contact your nearest pharmacy to make an appointment. To find out if you

are eligible, please visit www.nhs.uk and search for “Covid Vaccination”.

For information and guidance on managing a vast number of health

conditions, symptoms, and treatment, visit www.morland-house.co.uk



John Howell MP writes         October 2023
The structure of Government, national and local, can be confusing. When

someone needs help with something it can be difficult to know just who is

responsible for what, and therefore who can help when things do not go as they

should. I often receive requests from people to help them with issues that are

not parliamentary matters and with which I cannot help. I appreciate that this

can be frustrating and so I thought that it might help if I set out who does what. 

It is often thought that an MP sits at the top of a hierarchy of Government and

has power to direct local councils. This is not the case. Local councils are

autonomous, and MPs do not have any jurisdiction over local council decisions.

Hence local councils have their own elected representatives in the form of

councillors. People elected to these councils have direct access to officers at

the respective councils and so are better placed to take up relevant issues. I

have found that referring to local councillors is the quickest way to get action.

So, to help steer through the hierarchy let me set out who does what. Essentially

as an MP I can help with issues and concerns that relate to central government

departments. In Oxfordshire we have three tiers of local government, the County

Council, District Councils and Parish Councils or Parish Meetings. Oxfordshire

County Council is responsible for local services such as education, social

services, transport, roads, rights of way, libraries, the fire service, and bus

subsidies. The constituency is served by two district councils, Cherwell and

South Oxfordshire. They are responsible for local services, including planning,

housing, rubbish collection, environmental services, leisure services, some car

parks and council tax collection. Parish Councils and Parish Meetings deal with

very local concerns and can influence the other councils on behalf of residents.

Whilst on the topic of what I can and cannot do it may also be helpful to comment

on requests to attend specific events. When Parliament is sitting MPs are

expected to be in Westminster from Monday to Thursday, unless on other

parliamentary business elsewhere. During a week in Westminster there are

many competing demands such as scrutinising legislation, attending debates,

committees, and other meetings. These competing demands mean that it is not

always possible to attend a particular debate or drop-in session that a constituent

may ask me to attend.  

I hope that setting this out is helps and answers several questions that I have

been asked. If there is a particular issue that concerns you, please do share

your thoughts. My contact details are on my website www.johnhowell.org.uk. 

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

























PARISH Council

Please contact Parish Council via email : cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 

Robin Baylie 21 Parkside, Cuddesdon 872940
Evie Bennett Stile Cottage, Denton Hill, Cuddesdon
Stuart Flockton 1 Orchard View, Cuddesdon
Chris Luke Oak Tree Cottage, Denton 875551
Arthur Smith-Fitchett     The Orchard, Cuddesdon 876048 
Philip Spinks 1 The Granary, Dove House Lane, Cuddesdon
Louisa Vincent The Stables, Church Road, Cuddesdon      

Clerk : Mike Mount  3 The Lane, Cuddesdon 874135

OXFORDSHIRE COunTy COunCIL
County                       Tim Bearder 07789 754727
Councillor                     tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

SOuTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COunCIL
District                       Sam James-Lawrie
Councillor                    sam.james-lawrie@southoxon.gov.uk
                                                
nEIGHBOuRHOOD WATCH:
P  Rutt Co-ordinator Denton 874402
R Baylie Parkside 872940
J  Bennett Wellbourne  874582
J  Cook Cuddesdon 874416
J  Luke Denton 874440
G  O’Shea     Chippinghurst 872995

VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE:
Bookings : Susan Palmer - villagehall.cuddesdon@gmail.com
Gillie Ruscombe King - vice Chair and key holder  873721
Linda Collins - treasurer and key holder 874310

WOMEnS InSTITuTE:
Secretary:   Jackie Redgwell                           tba

SuRGERy: Morland House, London Road Wheatley 872448

� Parish Directory �
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