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16,000 hours of additional ASB patrols at
risk in Wiltshire as Government pulls
hotspot funding

A Government decision to withdraw funding specifically to target antisocial
behaviour (ASB) and serious violence hotspots is ‘short-sighted and not in the
best interests of local communities’ Police and Crime Commissioner Philip
Wilkinson has warned. 

First awarded by the Home Office in 2024, Wiltshire residents have benefitted
from an additional £1m of funding for the past two years targeting hotspot areas
across the county with increased police visibility, street warden patrols and other
partnership initiatives to drive down antisocial behaviour and serious violence.
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This means that 16,000 additional patrol hours completed in hotspot areas by
both police officers and street wardens during 2025 are now at risk after the
Home Office confirmed Wiltshire will not receive the funding after March 2026.

Over the past three years since the funding was put in place, a 17% reduction has
been seen countywide in reports of antisocial behaviour to police with those in
Swindon seeing a decrease of 1 in 5 (21%) and those in Wiltshire experiencing a
18% decrease.

These figures highlight the impact of investment in prevention, increased visibility
and effective partnership work across the area, including initiatives funded outside
of policing to make communities safer and reduce serious violence and ASB,
such as:

Taxi Marshalls (Salisbury & Swindon)
Street wardens (Salisbury & Swindon)
Night Angels (Swindon)
Increased CCTV coverage

Police and Crime Commissioner Philip Wilkinson said: “The Hotspot Fund has
allowed Wiltshire Police to put officers exactly where they are needed most. By
directing resources to known problem areas, we’ve been able to ensure earlier
interventions, provide community reassurance, and work with partners to address
the root causes of antisocial behaviour and serious violence rather than just the
symptoms.

“Reducing crime has never been something policing can achieve alone. The
improvements we’ve seen are the result of collaboration, early intervention, and
consistent support for those at risk of causing harm or being harmed.

“We have shown that investment in targeted initiatives delivers real results for
communities which makes this short-sighted decision by the Government
staggering and certainly not in the best interests of our residents – and I fear this
is the start of them stripping away the voice and needs of our local communities
as they move towards centralising police services and merging force areas.  

“Long‑term problems require long‑term solutions. We want these reductions to
continue, and for communities to keep feeling the benefit, but without continued
funding for hotspot patrols and prevention work, there is a genuine risk that the
progress achieved so far could begin to reverse.”
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Despite the uncertainty surrounding future funding, work to reduce serious
violence and antisocial behaviour will continue across Wiltshire and Swindon.
Neighbourhood policing teams, local authorities and community partners remain
committed to maintaining visibility and supporting residents.

The OPCC will now work with partners to assess the impact of the government
funding withdrawal and explore alternative options to protect the progress made
so far.

To find out more about antisocial behaviour and how to report your concerns,
please visit the OPCC website.

Contact Information

Zara-Ann Prendergast
Strategic Communications Manager
Wiltshire and Swindon OPCC
07586496070
Zara-ann.prendergast@wiltshire.police.uk

Notes to editors

Exact data for ASB from Jan 2023 to end of 2025.

Swindon “Based on a linear trend, recorded ASB incidents are down 21% over
the last three years, from an average monthly figure of 130 down to 100”.
Wiltshire “Based on a linear trend, recorded ASB incidents are down 17% over
the last three years, from an average monthly figure of 230 down to 190”.
Wiltshire Police Force Area “Based on a linear trend, recorded ASB incidents
are down 18% over the last three years, from an average monthly figure of 360
down to 290”.

16,000 patrol hours lost refers to the following:

Police officer patrol hours for 2025 – Jan, to Dec- 4,499
Street warden patrol hours for 2025 – Jan, to Dec- 11,614

Downloads

08/03/2026, 15:01 16,000 hours of additional ASB patrols at risk in Wiltshire as Government pulls hotspot funding

https://wiltshirepcc-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/16-000-hours-of-additional-asb-patrols-at-risk-in-wiltshire-as-government-pulls-hotspot-funding 3/4

https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/
mailto:Zara-ann.prendergast@wiltshire.police.uk


ASB photo
Download

Powered by Onclusive PR Manager © 2026

08/03/2026, 15:01 16,000 hours of additional ASB patrols at risk in Wiltshire as Government pulls hotspot funding

https://wiltshirepcc-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/16-000-hours-of-additional-asb-patrols-at-risk-in-wiltshire-as-government-pulls-hotspot-funding 4/4

https://wiltshirepcc-newsroom.prgloo.com/resources/soo69-ukobw-tx78l-zgp3n-xx3t4
https://wiltshirepcc-newsroom.prgloo.com/resources/soo69-ukobw-tx78l-zgp3n-xx3t4
https://wiltshirepcc-newsroom.prgloo.com/resources/soo69-ukobw-tx78l-zgp3n-xx3t4
https://cdn.prgloo.com/media/download/4689c889bc9447a58becdd7e0188b699

