IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual and Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 25th May 2022 at the Village Hall, School Road at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

P Smith

K Watts

V Wilkinson
L Brown
JP Carr

T Maguire

K Clarke
The meeting started at 7.15pm. there were 4  members of the public present
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllrs J Dunkley, D Shroll & M May
22/1
Election of Chair
RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong be elected as Chair for the forth coming year.  The declaration of office paperwork was signed and witnessed by the Clerk
22/2
Declaration of Interest
None declared
22/3
Co-option of Councillors

RESOLVED that Mr Bridge and Ms Ashford be co-opted as councillors for the forthcoming meetings.  Acceptance of Office paperwork was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.

22/4
Appointment of Members to the following specific areas of interest:
RESOLVED that councillors are representatives as below:
a)
Vice Chair – Cllr Watts


b)
Internal Accounts Controller – Cllr Brown
c)
Footpaths – Cllr Wilkinson


d)
Highway Wardens for Irchester, Little Irchester and Knuston – Cllr Dunkley & Cllr Watts
e)
H & S Representative – Cllr Dunkley
22/5

Appointment of Advisory groups and Working Parties – The Chair and Vice Chair as ex officios
RESOLVED councillors to attend the following meetings:

a) Finance – Cllrs JP Carr, L Brown & D Shroll
b) Recreation – Cllrs JP Carr, M May, L Brown, K Clarke, P Smith & T Maguire

c) Cemetery – Cllrs JP Carr, P Smith & D Shroll

d) Highways and Lighting – Cllrs Dunkley, P Smith & T Maguire

e) Planning – Cllrs JP Carr, J Dunkley, S Bridge & T Maguire

f) Orchard and Wild Flower area – Cllr Watts, N Gibbons & C Ashford

g) Village Voice – Cllrs JP Carr, V Wilkinson, P Smith, L Brown & N Gibbons

h) Emergency Planning – Cllrs J Dunkley, L Brown and T Maguire

i) Community Projects – Cllrs JP Carr, P Smith & N Gibbons

j) Staff – Cllrs JP Carr, L Brown

k) Events – Cllrs K Clarke, JP Carr, T Maguire, N Gibbons, P Smith & V Wilkinson












22/6
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
RESOLVED representatives on Outside Bodies being:
a)
Irchester Sports Association (2) Cllrs L Brown & T Maguire
b)
Village Hall Committee – Cllr P Smith
c)
Youth Centre Management Committee – Cllr Watts

d)
Allotment Association – Cllr Watts

e)
Bowling Club Committee – Cllr Armstrong


f)
Library – Cllr Armstrong or K Watts
22/7
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 2022//23
RESOLVED the dates for council meetings throughout 2022/23 being



29th June 2022



25th January 2023


31st  August 2022


22nd February 2023


28th September 2022


29th March 2023


26th  October 2022


26th April 2023


30th November 2022


31st May 2023

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council

Public – A resident attended and complained regarding the noise and frequency from the contractors who are cutting the cemetery.  It was explained the reason for the frequency and that appropriate equipment for the task in hand was used.
Query Knuston Hall closed until the Autumn which it is stated on the NNC website due to on going Maintenance requirements needed from a recent fire inspection and also a review of the current services.
22/9
Minutes
· The minutes from 27th April 2022 were agreed as a true record to be signed by the Chair.  
22/10
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £7,649.43 for May were approved 
[image: image1.jpg]Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail

HM Revenue & Customs 300894 26422 LGAT2s112 Tax&NI
North Northants Council 300895 369.25 OSA 1906 59110 Cemetery rates.
P Amstiong 300896 10200 OSA Plans and AGM refresh
19061LGAT2 812
Zurich Insurance BACSO401 177279 LGST25111 Council annual insurance.
Nill Moreton BACSOS02 300,00 Litter Act Litr picking
1983/0SA
Dawn Morton BACS0S03 167.00 0SA 1908 9/10  Gardening
NDan BACS0S05 152058 LGAT2 51112 Salary & Expenses.
Mowerman BACSO04 285490 OSA 1906 Grass & bench
Neower oo 38855 PCA195753  Unmetered supply
Cut Price Wnolesale: BACS 210.13 LGAT25145  Jubllee decorations.

Total Paymonts 7,649.43




b) The Current financial statement after the payments being £265,231.53
c) RESOLVED that Cllrs Brown and Armstrong to authorise the bacs payments for May 2022  
d) Enery costs were discussed and it was stated to accept the fixed term quote from NPower
22/11
Recreation Ground
a) There were a couple of issues with the play areas one being split wetpore and a handle missing on a springer.  It was agreed to monitor the situation however the Clerk was given delegated powers to order the repair if required.
b) RESOLVED to allow the Romans Youth FC to use the Recreation Ground as a car park on 26th June 2022 as long as appropriate risk assessments, insurance and marshalls were in place.
22/12
Highways
a) There were no new highways issues however it was noted that there were no dropped kerbs in Knuston that allowed mobility scooters to travel from Irchester to Rushden safely.   NNC Councillor to discuss with highways.
b) Discussion took place regarding the quotation to reduce the height of the tree on the bank of Station Road corner.  It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation to reduce the height of the tree for £700 plus VAT.
c) RESOLVED to remove the split litter bin on the corner of Bradshaw Way

.22/13
Planning
The following planning applications were discussed:
NW/22/00272/FUL - The construction of 2 x 2 bed detached bungalows, one detached garage to serve each dwelling, hardstanding, vehicular access, new boundary treatments and landscaping and brick curved boundary wall and 1.8 metre high close boarded fencing adjacent to 88 Farndish Road, Irchester Location: Land Adjacent 34 34 Coulon Close Irchester – No comment
NW/22/00268/FUL - Demolish existing UPVC conservatory and replace with a single storey rear extension constructed in brick. The demolition of an existing UPVC sun room extension to the rear of the kitchen. Existing lounge to conservatory doorway to be bricked up to create a third bedroom. Internal alterations including the open plan kitchen-diner space to be created by knocking through wall from kitchen to new room. Location: 88 Farndish Road Irchester – No comment
NW/22/00286/FUL - Proposed conversion to part of dwelling to form 1 no. holiday let unit (retrospective) Location: 14 School Hill Irchester – No comment
NW/22/00229/FUL - Redevelopment and extension of the bungalow at the ground floor and addition of a first floor. Location: 18 Gipsy Lane Irchester –  No objections accept that the pc would like to see what parking provision will be at the front of the property.  Cllr Smith wanted it recorded that he abstained from voting.
NW/22/00316/FUL - Proposed single storey rear extension with roof lantern Location: 35 Bradshaw Way Irchester – No comment
22/14
Cemetery/War Memorial
a) There had been a few interments within the cemetery for May. It was agreed that 2 plots, now unwanted, could be sold back to the pc.
b) It was noted that the Tommy in Little Irchester had been damaged so was removed until the Remembrance Day Service takes place.  It was suggested to replace the Tommy or buy something else more substantial for the area.  Further details to be discussed at the next pc meetings
c) Request was received from the WI to plant a Weeping Cherry tree on the Irchester War Memorial to commemorate the Queens Platinum Jubilee.  After discussion it was agreed that the plaque would be inappropriate for that area and further suggestion was made to have the tree placed on NNC land opposite Parsons Hall.  Cllr Smith declared an interest and abstained from voting.
22/15
Community Projects
a) Orchard – All the trees are in blossom with small apples already on them. Shrubs had been planted and the footpath was being cut round the perimeter to avoid the wild flower area.  There was a problem with ivy but this was being cut back on a regular basis.  A compost bin from the allotments was being added to the site.
b) Library – Further repairs were still needed to be carried out in the building.  The SLA had been updated and was being checked by the Steering Group.  A meeting was to be held in order to revamp the budget and set up the bank account ready for the opening.
c) Big Lunch - A further meeting of the jubilee steering group had taken place.  Posters were displayed around the villages and areas will be decorated with bunting and flags just before the Jubilee bank holidays.  Games, cake competition and treasure hunt had also been organised and sent to the school and youth groups.
22/16
 Correspondence
None to be considered for agenda items
Meeting closed at 9.15  pm









Chair
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