MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 12 January 2004 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Miss. M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle, Mr. W. M. Caswell, Mr. G. A. Haswell,
Mr. M. D. Hatley, Mr. A. J. Knight, Mrs. K. C. McCallum, 
Mr. B. W. Nanson, Miss K. J. Rice, Mr. G. C. A. Roads.

IN ATTENDANCE:

17 Parishioners





P.C. 1373 Andy Preston (for Minute 969)

The Council stood for a minutes silence in memory of Geoff Wood who had recently died. Geoff was a past Member of the Parish Council and the Chairman of the Friends of Chapel Wood. He will be greatly missed by the whole Community of Ampfield

966
Apologies for Absence

An apology for absence was received from Mr. W. H. Line
967
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 November 2003, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.
968
Matters arising from the Minutes
968.1
Environmental Improvements – School Area

It was noted that the Dragons Teeth had now been installed to protect the War Memorial Green and Verges from indiscriminate parking. Parents collecting children from the School were parking on the footways which had been created to make it safer for pedestrians. The School would be asked to write to Parents asking them to park in such a way as not to put children’s lives in danger. 

Test Valley Conservation Department had requested a site meeting to look at planting of the area. It was agreed that Miss Rothwell and Messrs. Hatley and Knight would attend if available.

968.2 Baddesley Road

The Clerk reported on his correspondence with the County Council. It was hoped that the works would now take place according to the timetable set out in the latest letters. The situation would continue to be monitored accordingly.


968.3      Parish Community Websites


The Clerk reported that he was is continuing discussions with Mr. Pattani about the   Website and would report back at a future meeting. In the meantime the Site was as up-to-date as possible with even the Publication Scheme now on it.
968.4     Cesspit – Morleys Lane




It was noted that works had taken place since the last meeting and that, hopefully, a fence would be in place shortly. The Parish Council felt that they had gone as far as they could in bringing the matter to the attention of the parties concerned. 
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969 Public Participation

The Council adjourned from 7.15 until 7.45 for a period of public participation. The Chairman welcomed a large number of Parishioners to the Meeting. The Parishioners were concerned about the volume of traffic along the A3090, the speed of the traffic through the 40 mph speed restriction zone and the lack of a crossing (to be used by children going to/from school, accessing the Recreation Ground and to catch ‘buses). Concern was expressed that the existing speed restriction was not enforced with vehicles regularly travelling at 60 mph and at weekends in excess of 100 mph (usually motorcycles on their way to/from Thruxton). 

P.C. Preston was able to inform the Parishioners about current rules and regulations with regard to Speed Restriction Zones and their enforcement.

It was agreed that the following priorities should be identified:-

Short Term:
To get the signing of the existing restrictions improved and updated



To get enforcement of the current restrictions

Medium Term:
To get the speed restriction down from 40 to 30 mph

To get the zone extended at both ends of the Village (to start at Potters Heron at one end and Jermyns Lane at the other end)
 The Clerk was asked to write to the County Council to seek an urgent site meeting to progress the short term aims straight away. He was also asked to seek information from Hursley Parish Council about their successful campaign to get their speed limit changed from 40 mph to 30 mph.  
970 Financial Matters

970.1
Accounts for Payment
It was proposed by Mr. Knight, seconded by Mr. Haswell, that the following   Accounts be paid: -  



M. D. Hatley

Security for ARG


  21.90



G. A. Haswell

Training (HAPTC)

  20.00



G. A. Haswell

Travel Expenses (TVAPC)
  11.47



Audit Commission
Audit Fee (2002/2003)

763.75



Awbridge Contractors
Hedges at ARG


258.50



(The above invoices were paid between meetings)



J. K. Murray

Salary & Expenses (January)
501.97



Inland Revenue

PAYE



  91.57



QB Print Ltd

Signs ARG


233.56



BTCV


Subscription


  25.00



J. K. Murray

Salary – February


310.65



Inland Revenue

PAYE



  91.57

970.2 Risk Assessment – Chapel Wood
Mr. Roads presented a short note on the various avenues that he had pursued since the last meeting (attached to the Minutes). After discussion it was agreed to:-
· Ask Mr. Roads to continue his investigations

· Ask Mr. Roads to work up a Tender Invitation

· Parish Council to agree tender documentation and a list of suitably qualified Contractors

· Parish Council to obtain Tenders in due course
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970.3 New Bus Shelters
(a) Green Pond Lane
This item was currently deferred.
(b) Morleys Lane

The Clerk reported that his attempts to obtain funding from the Transport Community Fund and Lloyds TSB Community Fund had proved unsuccessful. Mr. Hatley agreed to approach the Borough Council to see if any Grants were available. It was agreed in the meantime to seek a price for the supply and erection of a Shelter (the same as at the junction of Pound Land and the A3090) from Queensbury Shelters. It was agreed that the order would not be placed before 1 April 2004 and not until the grant application had been discussed by the Borough Council 
(c) Baddesley Road

The possibility of erecting a Shelter on Baddesley Road (near to North Hill Cottage) would be looked at in due course.  
971 Ampfield Recreation Ground
971.1 Management Committee

It was noted that the next meeting of the Management Committee would be held on Monday, 2 February 2004.
971.2 Bye-laws

These would be formulated in due course.
971.3 Future Use of Field

.
It was agreed that the priorities should now be the provision of youth soccer facilities at the Ground. This would need a volunteer Manager, who was local, with the requisite experience and time, to work up an adequate number of youth (and possibly adult) players to form an Ampfield Football Club. The Manager will need to establish what equipment and facilities are required. The appointment of a Manager was very important and applicants should contact Mr. Caswell in the first instance

It was agreed that some goal posts (for knock around) should be provided as soon as possible. These to be of basic design and structure and would need to be concreted into the ground. Mr. Caswell to progress. 
971.4 Grass Cutting & Hedge Cutting

The hedges had been cut by Awbridge Contractors. Mr. Caswell would be talking to the Golf Club shortly about the grass cutting for the 2004 Season.   

972     Borough Local Plan

(a) Test Valley Plan
Mr. Hatley reported on current issues and in particular the planned consultation process taking place over the first quarter of 2004. The process had been discussed at a recent meeting of the TVAPC.
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(b) Eastleigh Plan

This was considered to be a “non-conforming Plan”. It was agreed to await developments.

973 New Obligations on Parish Councils

973.1 Quality Parish Councils

The Clerk had no further information.
973.2 Allowances for Members of Local Authorities (including Parish Councils)

The Clerk had received HAPTC Circular 078-03 dated 4 December 2003. There seems to be great confusion over the Regulations which are badly drafted. Further clarification and advice is awaited. The HAPTC advice seems to be at variance with that offered by TVBC.
973.3 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.

974
Annual Parish Assembly 2004.

It was agreed to hold the 2004 Annual Parish Assembly on Monday, 19 April 2004 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m.

It was agreed that as there were already sufficient important issues that needed to be discussed (Parish Plan; Speed Limits – A3090 & Baddesley Road; Ampfield Recreation Ground; Pedestrian Crossing; Flexford Pedestrian Bridge) a specific speaker be not invited. However because most of the issues likely to be raised were Highway related then Inspector Funnell (Romsey Police) and a Representative of the Highway Authority be invited to the Meeting and be prepared to contribute towards the debate.

It was agreed to produce a Newsletter for distributing to all Parishioners. The Chairman agreed to collate the Reports for onward transmission to Mr. Hallett. It was hoped that the reports would be as comprehensive as possible to avoid verbal Reports at the Meeting. The Reports to be with the Chairman by 29 February 2004. The following Reports to be prepared:-

· Chairman’s Report – Miss Rothwell
· Planning – Mr. Nanson

· Tree Wardens – Messrs. Roads & Permain

· Finance – Mr. Knight & Clerk

· Chapel Wood – Messrs. Permain & Trotter

· ACHA – Mr. Hatley

· Village Hall – Mr. Hatley

· Footpaths – Mrs. Birtwistle

· Ampfield Recreation Ground – Mr. Caswell

· Borough Councillor’s Report – Mr. Hatley

· County Councillor’s Report – Mr. Dowden

· Ampfield Village School – Messrs. Knight & Caswell

· Website – Mr. Pattani & Clerk    
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975
General Correspondence

975.1
HAPTC Circulars

Mail 071-03
Bulletin 209 December 2003
Mail 073-03
Training Seminar for New Councillors (21 January 2004) – Mr. Haswell to attend

Mail 078-03
Update on Councillors Allowances

Mail 079-03
School Governorships

Mail 080-03
Email Addresses

975.2 Other Correspondence

Test & Itchen Landcare Project
Transfer Applications – White Horse Public House

Hampshire Water – Recruitment of Water Champions

Hampshire Highway News Issue 3 Autumn 2003

Hampshire Highways – Annual Report

DEFRA Circular – Equine Issues

Environment Agency- River Itchen Community Catchment Liaison Meeting – 20 January 2004.

Community Action, Hampshire – AGM 19 November 2003

Action News – December 2003 Number 43

Action News – January 2004 Number 44

Scouting in Hampshire – Autumn 2003

976 Reports

               976.1     Planning Committee

The following Tree Application had been commented on 23 November 2003.



TPO.TVDC.0011/1
Monkswood Cottage, Winchester Road
The following Tree Applications had been commented on 22 October 2003.
TPO.00025/3

Lakewood, Straight Mile
TPO.TVBC.00689/4
Birchwood, Hook Crescent

TRE.CA.00220/1

3 Green Pond Lane

The following Planning and Tree Applications had been commented on at a Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22 December 2003

TVS.05060/6

51 Hook Road

TVS.10206

3 Beechwood Close

TVS.05101/3

Lake Court, Hursley

TVS.A.00107/5

Potters Heron Hotel, Winchester Road

TPO.TVBC.00689/5
Birchwood, Hook Crescent

The following Planning and Tree Applications had been commented on at a Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8 January 2004

TVS.06263/2

Silver Birch, Hook Crescent
TVS.04834/4

Pinewood Lodge, Green Lane

TVS.08635/1

47 Hook Road

TVS.10183

Old Oak, Crampmoor Lane

TPO.TVBC.00693/1
1 Beechwood Crescent

976.2 Finance Committee

There had been no Meeting of the Finance Committee
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976.3 Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwistle had nothing to report
976.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

The Meeting of the Association held on 13 November 2003 had been attended by the Chairman and Mr. Haswell. Items covered were (a) Hampshire Fire & Rescue (b) Hampshire Constabulary (c) Communications (d) The Test Valley Community Landscape Project – it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a copy of the summary draft so that the Planning Committee could prepare Parish comments  (e) Borough Local Plan
976.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report

976.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

(a) Information had been received from HCC Transport Officer concerning the Bus Services serving ASDA at Chandlers Ford
(b) Notes of the Meeting of the Test Valley Transport Forum held on 3 November 2003.

976.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

976.8 C. P. R. E. 

A letter dated 23 December 2003 had been received from the Chairman (Sir Nigel Thompson) concerning Government proposals to fundamentally reshape the planning system. This letter was referred to the Planning Committee for action.
976.9 Village Hall Liaison

Nothing further to report – though the next major project would be the installation of a loop hearing system. 
976.10 Tree Warden


The Tree Warden reported that a register of all trees planted by the Parish Council would be compiled in due course. The Wardens were also looking at a tree planted in Hookwater Road for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee which was showing signs of distress.
976.11 School Governors

The Council received an update on the current situation at the School from Messrs. Knight and Caswell. The Clerk had clarified the position with regard to Minority Authority Governors – current appointees would remain until their term of office expired. If they were to resign in the meantime there would be no facility to reappoint.
977 Highway Matters

977.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

It was noted that the surface water problems in Knapp Lane were still very bad after the recent rains – near to Hill House and at the junction of Chapel Hill and Knapp Lane where there appeared to be contaminated water. The Clerk was asked to draw these matters to the attention of the Chief Engineer as a matter of urgency. 
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977.2 New Items to be raised

It was reported that a cast iron manhole cover in the footway by the A3090 near to the Recreation ground had fallen in and had created a dangerous hole. The Clerk would report this to the Chief Engineer. 
977.3 Footpath - Arboretum

The Clerk was waiting further information from the Arboretum.
978 Test Valley Borough Council Items

978.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

Mr. Hatley mentioned that the major item under discussion at the moment was the Budget process and the setting of the Borough’s Rate for 2004/2005. The Council had reduced the percentage discount on second homes in the Borough. Though the amount then available to the Borough was fairly small the County Council had offered its “share” of the extra income back to the Borough provided this increased income was spent on items approved by the County.
978.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

Test Valley Partnership – A Community Plan for the Future
Test Valley Community Safety Strategy 2002/2003


Advertisements on roadsides

978.3 Roadside Litter

Concern was expressed at the amount of roadside litter in the Parish particularly in Knapp Lane and Pound Lane (there was also a greater problem of fly tipping in Pound Lane). The Clerk would draw the attention of the Borough Council to this problem.

979 Chapel Wood

979.1

Friends of Chapel Wood

A meeting was scheduled shortly
979.2
Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing. 

979.3 Burial Ground

Nothing to report 

979.4 Other Matters

Nothing to report.
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980 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 8 March 2004 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m.
The date of the Annual Parish Assembly was confirmed as Monday, 19 April 2004 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30 p.m.

981
Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.29 p.m.
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