Minutes of the Stockton Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd November 2016
At Norton Village Hall, Norton, Shropshire
PRESENT: Councillors Gavin Hamilton, Kathryn Ward, Henry Philips, Christine Lewis, David Plant, Barry Spittle and John Pigg. 

Graham Bould (Clerk). 
Two members of the public in attendance.

46/16. Welcome and Public Session.

The Chairman welcomed members and local Parishioners to the meeting. One local Parishioner involved with the Village Hall Committee presented the Parish Council with a list of works undertaken from 2015; either completed or awaited to be carried out within the building amounting to £9,846.  A request was made to support the decoration costs amounting to a £1,000 and additional costs for a children’s Christmas party and over 60’s Christmas lunch at a cost of £730. Cllr G Hamilton proposed and Cllr B Spittle seconded that a grant of £1,730 be awarded the Norton Village Hall Committee in line with the request made, the proposal was support unanimously with member’s offering encouragement to all those involved that the activity was very important to keep the Village Hall going.

47/16.  Apologies for Absence. None
48/16. Declarations of Interest. 
Cllr G Hamilton: Apley Farm Shop, Cllr H Philips: the Hundred House.
49/16.Minutes and actions of meetings held on 6th July & 14th September 2016.

RESOLVED that the minutes and actions of the meetings of Stockton Parish Council held on Wednesday 6th July & 14th September 2016 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
50/16. Matters arising not on the agenda. 
The correspondence list carried forward highlighted a number of requests which the Parish Council feel unable to take forward at the present time because of other priorities, namely a BMX track, investment in the Sports Pavilion and play area/gym at Cheswardine Lane.
51/16. Highway updates.
1. A442: Speed sign not working, request for a crossing requested under a Parish Council Community Concern request. RESOLVED to report the speed sign to Shropshire highways.
2. Cheswardine Lane: Cattle grid loose, RESOLVED to report the loose cattle grid to the Apley Estate
3. 30 mph sign covered by the hedge from South Lodge, Clerk to try and find a local solution. Members agreed that it was important to highlight the actions of the Parish Council on highways in the next edition of the Newsletter. Cllr D Plant agreed to continue to attend the Norton Action Group on behalf of the Parish Council.

52/16. Footpaths.
· Footpath along A442 towards Bridgnorth becoming impassable. RESOLVED to report to Shropshire highways.
53/16. Dog fouling. 
· The issue of dog fouling along Cheswardine Lane is being kept under observation by Shropshire Council in terms of potential offences and additional bins.
54/16. Website.
· Minutes and the audited accounts 15/16 will be up-loaded onto the web site.
55/16. Smart Water project.
· Members RESOLVED to take forward the Smart Water project with a ‘revolving fund’ of £225 to purchase the first twenty one kits for the pioneer group of respondents at a charge of £8.90 per pack (VAT reclaimable) in consultation with the Police, Shropshire Council and Smart Water. 
56/16. Public Phone Box.
· Members received an update about the patronage of the public pay phone in Norton in that during the last year three calls were made from the payphone. The Parish Council were also aware that a public payphone is available for use at the Hundred House. The Parish Council RESOLVED to raise no objection to the closure of the telephony and to approach Shropshire Council and BT about the desire to purchase the phone box for £1 in due course.
57/16. BMX provision.

· The BMX provision was dealt with at minute 50.16.
58/16. Jubilee Play Park.
· The by-monthly report was tabled which had identified three larger of items for repair from the ROSPA inspection. RESOLVED that the Clerk secure three quotes for the works required and to continue monitoring the equipment in question until the works have been completed.
59/16. Christmas lights.

· RESOLVED that Cllr C Lewis make arrangements for the Christmas lights to be connected again this Christmas.
60/16.  Finance.
1. Asset Register and Financial Regulations: The Asset Register was although agreed members indicated they required a review of the value of the items listed at the insurance renewal time, including the replacement costs for the two notice boards. The Financial Regulations in draft to be re-circulated after reflecting the ‘bespoke’ nature of the Parish Council at the next meeting.
2. The Budget update was circulated for members. The next meeting is to consider the precept for 17/18, plus an updated budget and bank reconciliation will be tabled for that meeting.
3. Members agree that Dave Broome responsible for financial controls within the Central Telford Parish of Lichfield Dioceses be appointed internal auditor and that a donation of £30 be agreed for the service to his local Church. 

4. Payments: The following payments were agreed.

	Cheque no.
	Payee and item.
	Amount.

	100127
	Graham Bould: purchase of IT equipment, travel & stamps
	£   524.18

	100128
	Diane Malley: Payroll Services
	£     24.00

	100129
	Bridgnorth Print: Newsletter August & September 2016
	£     40.00

	100130
	Bridgnorth Print: Newsletter October 2016
	£     21.00

	100131
	Norton Village Hall: contribution to decoration & parties
	£1,730.00


61/16. Email correspondence for report:
	date
	item
	action

	22/8/16 7/9/16
	16/03481/FUL & 16/03800/LBC Hundred House  
	no objections

	6/9/16
	Norton Road Safety Action Group
	Notes circulated

	15/9/16
	Potential change to planning consultation
	Only available online

	16/9/16
	SALC – Council tax referendum principles
	circulated

	23/9/16
	16/050602/ENF Apley Farm Shop entrance possible breach
	circulated

	28/9/16
	SALC information  bulletin: Community Speed Watch Co-ordinator leaflet, Adnan Ali wants to attend PC meeting (01905-331252)
	Invite to the Annual meeting of the Parish Council in May 2017

	30/9/16
	Parish Council actions on finance, agreed cheques issued
	All recommendations unanimously agreed via email conference with Councillors

	6/10/16
	Planning permission & Listed Building Consent Hundred House 
	circulated

	18/10/16
	Shropshire Public Open Space Review
	Consultation underway


 Matters for Consideration at the next meeting
Standard agenda items:
· Highways: A442 & Cheswardine Lane
· Footpaths

· Dog Fouling 

· Website.

· Smart Water Project
· Public Phone box
· Annual service of Parish defibrillator 

· Broad band
· Jubilee Playpark

· Finance

· Correspondence
Meeting closed at 9.15pm 





Chairman…………………………………………………






 Date………………………………………………………..
Dates of future meetings 2017:
4th January (Precept meeting), 1st March and 17th May (Parish Meeting & AGM) 2017 (changed date because of the Local Elections the first Thursday in May 2017). 
Graham Bould (Clerk), 18, Mendip Close, Little Dawley, Telford. TF4 3JG                                                                          01952-594758 and 07792300702 gbouldparish@yahoo.co.uk, 
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