


HALSE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th JUNE 2023 at 7:30 pm AT HALSE VILLAGE HALL
Present:	Mr I Walker – Chair
		Mr D Huxtable
Mrs K Robinson Burge
Mr J Stevens
				
In attendance:		Mr T Payne, Clerk to the Council			

	
	

	
	Public Questions
· None

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr S Haselock

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
· Cllr J Stevens re Ash Prior Common (Item 5 (ii))

	3.
	Minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2023
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting were approved

	4.
	Actions from Previous Meetings
· None

	5
	Community Matters
(i) Electric Vehicle Charging Point
Chair reported the two charging points were now both in operation, with a temporary sign detailing instructions for use.
The charge was set to be 60p/kWh

(ii) Ash Priors and the Common
Chair reported that the had met with Mr C Leigh Brown, Chair of Ash Priors Parish Meeting regarding the future of the Common following the ownership passing to two nephews of the sisters who had owned it, one of whom lives locally, the other not. The situation had been discussed at Ash Priors, with mixed opinion on retaining the land as a Common and the responsibilities/liabilities that may arise
Cllr Steven noted that he was aware through his employment by Somerset Council, of discussions that had taken place between SC, the owners and Ash Priors representatives, with the Council managing the Common, ie grass-cutting with the owners’ consent. A management agreement was in place to August 2024. It was agreed that Halse PC should write to Mr Leigh Brown to ask to be kept informed of developments given the benefit provided by the Common to Halse residents

	6.
	Environment and Transport 
(a) Highways 
(i) Monthly Report
It was noted potholes in Stoford Lane had been reported. The main road through Halse is scheduled for surface dressing in July. The blocked drains at the bottom of Stoford Lane had been reported and Highways had reported that investigative work on the reason for the blockage was to be undertaken. Planning Enforcement had been informed of the issues with an unauthorised drain and loose material put down at the entrance to the field at the bottom of Stoford Lane.
(b) Footpaths Monthly Report
Cllr J Stevens reported new issues on T13/1 Whitmoor Lane (crops), T13/10 (handrail) and WG7/30 (bridge missing & electric fence hazard). Various other matters previously reported remain unresolved. SC is to be asked for a cutting schedule, given concerns over the state of many footpaths, 

	7. 
	Planning
(a) 18/23/0003 - Formation of agricultural access on land west of Mount House, Halse Road, Halse (in response to revised plans submitted)
· Following discussion, it was resolved to reiterate the Council’s previous comments to Somerset Council that even with the amendments, the comments re run-off, splay and hedgerow remain valid 
(b) 18/23/0008 - Removal of Condition No's. 03 (water efficiency), 04 (retained hedgerow replacement), 05 (protective bat fencing), 06 (hedgerow translocation strategy), 07 (timing of hedgerow works) and 09 (reptile mitigation) and variation of Condition No's 02 (approved plans) and 10 (submission of a BEP) of application 18/22/0011 at Knights Barton, Church Hill, Halse
· Following discussion, it was agreed to respond to the application that the PC does not wish to remove any condition that may cause the loss, or endangering, of any wildlife.
(c) Monthly Report
It was noted that the application of works at the New Inn had been approved by Somerset Council. 

	8. 
	Finance
1. Current position
The only movements on the General Fund were the receipt of the precept (£4,100) and a hall hire charge of £124.00, with the balance at 31 May being £10,560.89. 

(a) Payments for approval
The following payments were approved:
· South West Ambulance Service Defibrillator £840.00
· T Payne – April Salary £201.98
· T Payne May Salary £419.95(adjusted for rate increase and backdated pay)
· Fuuse Ltd re ECP - £174.00

	9.
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23
(i) To confirm the Certificate of Exemption in respect of the external audit
· It was resolved to confirm the Certificate of Exemption
(ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement
· It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement
(iii) To approve the Annual Accounts and Accounting Statements
· It was resolved to approve the Annual Accounts and Accounting Statements 

	10.
	Unitary Authority Update
Chair reported on a meeting of parishes in Halse’s LCN where parish councils’ priorities were discussed. It was noted that only 50% of Parish Councils were represented.
The first formal LCN is scheduled for 6th July.

	11.
	Matters of Report
(a) Village Hall Report
Report to be circulated
(b) Police Report
The latest Crime report from PCSO Louise Fyne had been circulated, this included no items in Halse. 

	12.
	Items for Next Meeting
· None noted 

	13.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next Ordinary meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 9th August 2023, though subject to confirmation when Councillors’ availability was known







Signed……………………………………    Date…………………   Minute Book Page Number………………
