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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 26th November 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Tony Everington (TE – Chair), Chris Cope (CC - minutes), Ray George (RG), Nick Hill (NH), Dona Kent (DK)
In Attendance: Cllr Roger Jackson (RJ) and no members of the public

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public Participation: 


	128/25
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Cllrs Jeffery and Palmer and Naomi Cope (Clerk) sent their apologies.  Cllr Cope will take minutes in the Clerk’s absence

	129/25
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	130/25
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 22nd October 2025 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.

	131/25
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: 
Local Government reform and proposed boundaries were discussed. 
Main Street resurfacing discussed – no date yet, still being considered.

	132/25
	Planning: 
a. Applications: 25/01913/LDCP|Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed installation of solar panels|Instant Storage Ltd Unit 3 Buffer Depot Trentside Gunthorpe NG14 7FB : No objections.

b. Decisions: 25/01662/HOUSE|Removal of existing conservatory and replace with brick built structure, with a lean to roof with tiles and velux roof lights|15 Hobsons Acre Gunthorpe NG14 7FF: PERMITTED

	133/25
	Financial Matters:
a. To note payments received and authorise accounts for payment: Clerk pay November APPROVED. Expenses for Cllr Jeffery £133.74 (xmas presents) and £20.99 (Poppy wreath) APPROVED.  Lengthsman payments for bench painting £45 APPROVED.  Website build (Hugofox) £238.80 APPROVED.
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation: APPROVED by the Chair. 

c. To approve salary scale adjustment for Clerk and backpay APPROVED

d. To discuss grant for a brass band for the Christmas light switch on. This is likely to be £150 (if weather allows) with Santa procession and after Christmas light switch on, but could be up to £300 – APPROVED and await invoice after the event.  The event is 6pm on 5th December.

e. Draft budget discussed – Cllrs asked to think about upcoming year and possible expenditure for approval at or before the January meeting.

f. To discuss British Gas tariffs and decide on Fixed or Variable tariff.
NC emailed the tariffs before the meeting – these were discussed and the 3 year fixed tariff was AGREED. NC to change the tariff over.

	134/25
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: 
NC has monitored the use of dog bins in the village over a couple of weeks.  She sent in the following report - The bin at Fearon Close is rarely used for dog poo and is usually only half-full at most.  The bins on the riverside are only half-full at different points during the week. The bin on the furthest side of the lock gate is always nearly full.  Cllr Cope suggested that during winter months the riverside bins are emptied once a week (except the lock gate bin) and then twice weekly in summer months.  It was suggested that Fearon Close is taken out and replaces the bin on the car park which NSDC still haven’t replaced.  ACTION: NC to contact NSDC about the change in contract and cancel order for new bin.
Cllr Cope chased up the ‘dogs on leads’ enforcement application for the nature reserve before the meeting.  This is in place.  It was resolved to purchase some bespoke signs to enforce this.  ACTION: Cllr Cope to investigate signs

	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]135/25
	Flood Resilience Scheme: 
Drainage works on the A6097 ditches were discussed. Good progress has been made laying new road drains but works have now been paused until the new year and will resume in January 2026.

	136/25
	Highways and public rights of way: Cllrs Cope, Jeffery and Jackson met with Ellie Jaycock and Helen North on 29th October to discuss the speed limit on A6097.  The significant concerns for safety of residents and road users along Lowdham Road (A6097) were discussed. Helen and Ellie expressed surprise about the numbers of houses, businesses and junctions along Lowdham Road. The Dept for Transport ‘Setting Local Speed Limits’ policy was discussed as GPC feel the habited section of Lowdham Road fulfils every single requirement for a 30mph limit. Ellie and Helen would not comment on this but said that the road is a trunk road where traffic flow is the priority and the Council would not be reducing it to 30mph (CC explained that a reduced limit often improves flow as seen by variable speed limits on motorways). Helen agreed that other roads with far fewer houses and business (such as the A6211 in Gedling) had 30mph zones but explained these were modern roads built to modern standards and they did not retrospectively apply speed limits to older developments. They were asked how East Bridgford will get a new bridleway and pedestrian crossing on the A6097 and how Lowdham Roundabout will get pedestrian crossings and a 30mph zone. Helen said they were not aware of the proposed 30mph limit for Lowdham and would look at this. Concern was raised that the data NCC have on the number of accidents on Lowdham Road is far below actual figures; Helen said they would get up to date figures and share them with us to check for differences. Cllrs asked about an update for the Main Street junction feasibility study. We were informed that it had been completed and there would not be a roundabout installed as there was no felt be sufficient space and the location did not fit safety requirements.  We were told there may be traffic lights at some point, but it will depend on funding.  

The Mayor’s transport plan was discussed (as emailed by NC before the meeting) and it would be helpful to respond to this.  Cllr Cope suggested writing to Michelle Welsh (MP) regarding the situation.  ACTION: NC to write letter to MP and respond to Mayor’s Transport survey.
The new signage on the Water Ski Club was discussed as it suggests the land is only open to members, but the area is designated as Common Land, so there should be a right of way.  ACTION: NC to contact the club and enquire what is meant by the sign ‘Members only’

	137/25
	Village Hall, Play park and playground: The benches for the nature reserve and play park have been delivered and are to be installed in due course.  

	138/25
	Marston’s Riverside: NC sent a report to say that she had sent the letter agreed by the PC to Philip Gorry, but has not had a response.  She has sent a chaser email and he is due to get back to her before the end of the week.  She will email any response from him.

	139/25
	Website update: Email addresses have been set up. Once all Cllrs are set up on the new addresses the PC will officially switch over to the new ones. ACTION: NC to sort out Cllr Hill’s password.

	140/25
	Church registration as a Community Building:  Paul Jeffery had sent an email to NC regarding getting the Church registered as a Community Building meaning that the land would be offered to the Community for purchase if the Church is no longer used. It was agreed to go ahead with this.  ACTION: NC to apply on NSDC website.

	141/25
	Sexual Harassment policy: The policy was circulated prior to the meeting.  ADOPTED  ACTION: NC will add to the website

	142/25
	Correspondence:  NC circulated all correspondence before the meeting.  An email from Cllr Jeffery about ordering a plaque for Gunthorpe.  Cllrs were unsure of the cost as it says £80 in a Facebook advert and £250 in the email to Cllr Jeffery.  ACTION: to ask Cllr Jeffery for clarification on costs and discuss/approve via email if the PC want to go ahead.


	143/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk99438173]AOB:  Numbers were confirmed for the Xmas meal.  NC to email Cllr Palmer.
ACTION: Cllr Cope to look into Employment Legislation Training.

	144/25
	Items for next agenda: 

	145/25
	Private & Confidential: 
None

	146/25
	Meeting Closed: There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.17pm.
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  Wednesday 28th January at 7.15pm  







Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 28th January 2026, Signed:


