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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4878.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr A Lloyd-Smith, reason accepted and County Cllr W Chapman.
4879.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	The meeting was adjourned at this point for the Public Session. (See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4880.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record after typing errors had been corrected.
4881.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.   Cllrs Smith and Venning had attended the Sports Club Trading Company AGM which Cllr Smith reported on.  The CIO is still being held up by representatives of the Football Club.  The Charity Commission will now decide on the wording.  When this is completed, the Lease will be looked at again. 
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Cllr Smith had drafted a letter to County Cllr Wayne Chapman.  Before the Parish Council can start to register the land, confirmation is required from KCC that it has no responsibility over the land whatsoever.
	c) Caretaker Scheme update.  Letters had been sent to the Chairman of the other three Councils.  The  
only response so far was from the Clerk to those parishes for information on the work the Caretaker does beyond the work to be carried out by ABC’s contractor Aspire.
	d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  Permission is required from 
	the Diocese and ABC.

4882.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2025/0347  The Old Corner House, Poplar Road.  An appeal has been made against ABC’s refusal 
              to grant Listed Building Consent for internal works.  After a full discussion it was agreed to take no
further action.
	
4883.	Review our Highway Improvement Plan. The HIP submitted in March 2022 included the following: 1. Replace the grass verge between the Memorial Garden and the Hairdressers in The Street with a footway.  Agreed to follow this up.  2.  White timber gates each end of the village on the B2082. It was agreed that the one in Poplar Road should be followed up and it is hoped that the one in Stocks Road will be paid for with s106 money from the Stocks Road development in due course.  3.  Beware Horses signs along Peening Quarter Road.  This has been implemented.  4.  Implement 40mph limit along Peening Quarter Road from the start of the dwellings through to the 30mp signs.  This has been implemented from the start of the dwellings almost to Kingsgate Lane.  5.  Install a footway from the bus shelter on Stocks Road to Hillview Garage.  This is dependent on the Stocks Road development.  6.  Extend the 30mph sign along Stocks Road 120m east of existing 30mph limit sign.  This too is dependent on the Stocks Road development.  Agreed a Teams meeting should be held with the Highways Improvements Team to discuss 1. and 2 and to push for a Speed Indicator Device to be installed in Swan Street and that County Councillor Chapman be asked to assist in this.
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4884.	AGAR 2025/26 and new Assertion 10.  Part of this assertion is that all Councillors and the Clerk should have a generic email address.  Hugo Fox, our website provider, arranged our new website address wittersham-pc.gov.uk and can provide email addresses at a cost of £17.49 per month for 10 mailboxes.  Councillors agreed to go ahead with this.  

4885. 	Church Christmas Tree Competition.  Groups, clubs and individuals are being asked to sponsor a Christmas Tree at the Christmas Tree Festival to be held on 5,6,7th December.  Agreed £50 to sponsor a tree.

4886.	To agree to putting the Parish Council led weekly Coffee Shops forward as Warm Welcome Spaces during this winter.  The Clerk had contacted the other hostesses who had agreed to this, and the Village Hall Management Committee hopes to give its support.

4887.	Correspondence:
	a)  Completion letter from Mazars (External Auditor).  No comments made.  Notice and their Section 3 is now on the website.  Noted. 
	b)  KALC Community Award Scheme 2026.  Agreed that an article be put in the Outlook on Oxney asking for nominations.  The Clerk was asked to put a list of past winners on the Website.
	c)  ABC consultation on proposed changes to Council Tax Reduction Scheme from April 2026.  On the website. 
	d)  Unity Trust Bank – Reducing interest rate.  Noted.
	e)  KCPFA (Kent County Playing Fields Association) – Membership renewal £20. Agreed.
	f)   Lloyds Bank – Terms and Conditions changing from December 2025.  Noted.
	g)  Unity Trust Bank – Changing Terms and Conditions from 15th December 2025.  Noted.

4888.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker.  Following the damage to the ride on mower from a scaffolding clip left in the grass in Lloyds Green the gear box needed replacing at a cost of £600
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
c)   Planning:
      PA/2025/0723  The Swan – Change of use to a residential dwelling.  This will now go before the ABC 
      Planning Committee for a decision to be made.  It was agreed that the chairman will speak at this 
      meeting if he is available.
      Decisions Received:
      PA/2024/1419  Owley Lodge – Demolition of existing dwelling & erection of replacement farm 
      dwelling.  Granted.
      PA/2024/2102  37 Swan Street – Two storey rear extension, increase in roof height to create
      first floor, porch and changes to fenestration.  Granted.  
      PA/2024/2391  Oxney Isle Manor, Moons Green – Erection of carport and porch to side elevation,
      changes to fenestration including reduction of roof height to existing porch and change to roof      
      on east elevation.  Addition of solar panels to roof of Stables Cottage and alteration to fenestration.
      Minor landscaping.  Granted. 
d)  Open Spaces – The Clerk reported that Aspire had now fixed the bench in place in the play area.
     The tree in memory of Derek Harman has been planted in the Memorial Garden.
e)  Highways – The Clerk had asked our Highways Steward to check the water running down Underhill.
f)   Public Rights of Way – A diversion of part of AT76 between The Oak House and Kingsgate Farm has 
      been put forward.  The diversion is the route that has been used for many years.  No objection.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – The Planning Application form for change of use for the Cemetery Extension 
     has now been completed with help from Greg Penoyre for which the Clerk is very grateful.
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4889.	Payments for authorisation:
	1.  Clerk’s expenses 1st July to 30th September 2025.  £48.94.  Agreed.
	2.  Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  £100 agreed.

4890.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
Cllr Smith gave a report on the KALC meeting held on 23rd September when the continuing problems with forming a Kent ACRE were discussed.  The Police had reported a decrease in ASBOs but an increase in drug offences. 

4891.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  11th November 2025 at 7pm

4892.	Items for Information:
1.  Highways & Transportation Parish Seminar Report.  The Clerk had attended this interesting Teams Seminar and gave a brief report.
2.  Cllr Venning informed the meeting that he is often asked when the Stocks Road development might start.  The Chairman offered to see if he could find out.

	The meeting closed at 20.57hrs.



Appendix

The meeting was pleased to hear that a group in the village has been formed with a view to re-open The Swan.  A couple are interested in agreeing a Lease with the existing Landlord who has intimated that he is willing to discuss this further once the decision has been made regarding his application for change of use to residential.  More should be known in due course.  
