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The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS)

https://finds.org.uk/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Could ask audience before you start, do you know what the PAS is?
Explain about the acronym, and fact that it is managed by the British Museum  (also partnered with the National Museum Wales), funding from central government
Lots of further information on this website, including advice on responsible metal-detecting

https://finds.org.uk/


The PAS and Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs)

https://finds.org.uk/about

• Recording objects that otherwise would be lost, or known only to 
the finder 

• Advising on best practice including legal requirements and 
conservation 

• Explaining about archaeological context and how this helps 
research into our past 

• Facilitating public participation in archaeology, and advancing 
understanding of our heritage

• Acting as a key contact when treasure is found – and helping 
museums acquire it 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain network of FLOs and fact that not all finds from Berkshire are recorded by BERK, and how objects from all over the country can come to Berkshire finds surgeries

Purpose of the scheme – explain the vision’s 5 key actions (abbrieviated version above)
• promotes the reporting and preservation by record of portable antiquities for the benefit and wellbeing of present and future generations; 
• encourages best practice by finders/landowners and archaeologists/museums in the discovery, recording and conservation of finds made by the public; 
• in partnership with museums and others, raises awareness of the importance of recording archaeological finds in their context and facilitates research in them; 
• creates partnerships between finders and museums/archaeologists to increase participation in archaeology, thereby advancing our understanding of the past; 
• supports the Treasure Act 1996 and increases opportunities for museums to acquire archaeological finds for public benefit. 


https://finds.org.uk/about


The PAS database

https://finds.org.uk/database/search/advanced
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results
/countyID/38899

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain about how finds are recorded, how can search for them using the advanced search (eg by county/district, by period or object type, also Treasure and Finds of Note)
How finds will be displayed, how can then apply other fiters
Also levels of access to database, researcher status and self-recorders

https://finds.org.uk/database/search/advanced
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/countyID/38899


PAS records

https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/
1058516

https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/
281365

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of a recorded artefact (‘Portable Antiquity)
What can do with this data, allowed to reuse the images under a Creative Commons Licence
Example of Treasure – one that has been processed and is now in Windsor Museum


https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/1058516
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/281365


PAS in Berkshire
 PAS started in 1997 in response to the 1996 Treasure Act

 Berkshire own FLO since 2018

 7000+ finds from West Berkshire

 10,000+ finds from the county



Where is Berkshire?



Medieval 1897 772 40.6
Post-Medieval 2592 785 30.2
Modern 61 11 18

PAS in Berkshire
Period Number Coins %
Palaeolithic 25 / /
Mesolithic 68 / /
Neolithic 119 / /
Bronze Age 126 / /
Iron Age 648 507 78.2
Roman 5754 4858 84.4
Early Medieval 319 45 14.1



Bronze Age
 KENT-F1AF54

 c.2050-1700 BC

 Flat axehead

https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/948789


Bronze Age/Iron Age
 BERK-977049

 c.1150-800 BC

 Awl

 Uncertain function, quite worn



Iron Age
 SUR-8C5345

 Southern Region/Regni 
60-20 BC



Iron Age
 BERK-76B79D

 Completely unknown



Roman
 BERK-3F1F0D

 Crossbow brooch

 4th century

 Official associations



Roman



Roman



Roman
 BERK-EB0C6B

 Cn. Cornelius Blasio dating to 
112-111 BC

 Juno and Minerva



Early Medieval
 HAMP-C2C9E1

 Small long brooch

 5th – 6th centuries AD



Early Medieval
 BERK-A7A6C1

 Sword pommel

 10th – 11th centuries AD



Medieval
 BERK-972ADC

 Heraldic pendant

 Not linked to any family



Medieval
 SUR-8CC0CD

 Seal of William….

 Location or profession 
unknown



Medieval
 BERK-C07557

 Pseudo-religious?



Post-Medieval
 BERK-40D5C3

 ‘Snake’ buckle

 Long use since the 16th century



Post-Medieval
 BERK-FDE88E

 Local trade tokens

 MICHAEL WILLIAMS / HIS HALFE 
PENY / OF WANTINGE DIER 1669 / 

 The Dyers' Arms



Recording with the PAS
 Email philip.smither1@westberks.gov.uk

 Contact your local FLO https://finds.org.uk/contacts

 Anything over 300 years old (some younger)

 Treasure https://finds.org.uk/treasure

mailto:philip.smither1@westberks.gov.uk
https://finds.org.uk/contacts
https://finds.org.uk/treasure


What else do we do?
 Outreach

 County Blog - https://finds.org.uk/counties/berkshire/
 Twitter @BerkshireFLO
 Instagram @Berkshire_FLO
 Talks like this

 Guides and Advice - https://finds.org.uk/guides

https://finds.org.uk/counties/berkshire/
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