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Swaffham Town Council

swaltham

Town Hall, 4 London Street, Swaffham, Norfolk, PE37 7DQ Market
Telephone 01760 722922 800
www.swaffhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

PLEASE REPLY TO: Richard Bishop, Town Clerk E-mail: townclerk@swaffhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

6" August 2020

Swaffliém;
Norfolk, PE37 7EY

Dear—

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 3™ August relating to the recent anti-social behaviour at
the Haspall’s Road Recreation Ground. First of all let me assure you that Swaffham Town Council
take all complaints very seriously indeed and they will look closely at all of the issues you have
raised, many of which are civil disorder or criminal acts, that are for the Police to deal with,
despite what you have reported to me. The Town Council fully sympathise with all of the issues
that you have outlined and will give full consideration to some of your suggestions.

I'am particularly concerned at your statement in relation to how the Police have responded to
your plea for help, | will take up this matter with the Police direct as this is unacceptable. As a
Local Authority Swaffham Town Council manage the public open spaces and the facilities that fall
within these boundaries, we do not have the powers of arrest or the resources to deal with anti-
social behaviour, that appears to have degenerated into civil disorder and criminal activity. The
actions you have described are not that of a normal law biding citizen and we do have a large
number of people that do fall into this category, that use the public facilities and appreciate what
we have. We take responsibility for providing facilities that the general public want to use and in
general the Haspall’s Road Recreation Ground, is largely a well-used and popular area.
Unfortunately, this past three or four months, since the lockdown period has come into play for
the global pandemic Covid-19, we have experienced a high level of this type of behaviour. The
petty vandalism is currently off the scale, unprecedented. It is wasting the time of my Groundstaff
on a daily basis, who have to clear up the debris of broken glass and repair broken equipment, it is
a grave attack on our community, our society. It is not just at the Rec, it is in all public areas of the
Town, our public toilets in the Town Centre is another prime target.

Thank you for taking the time to write to the Town Council, we will take responsibility for what is
managed by the Town Council and we will look at these issues very closely in the coming weeks.
What | cannot promise is to change or influence the areas which are not our responsibility, we do
not have a valuation office, we cannot enforce the law and we are not the planning authority. That
said, we will do what we can to address these issues with the relevant authorities.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Bishop
Town Clerk



