PAGE  
3

LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14TH  APRIL, 2008, AT 8.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

825)
 Members of the public address the Parish Council on issues and matters of

 concern that are not listed on the agenda:

 There were approximately 20 parishioners present. No issues were raised.
826) 
Members present:

 
Councillors Mrs. J. Whittle in the Chair, Ms. P. Hutchings (Vice-Chair), Mrs. D. Peace, 
Mrs. D. Goodman and Mr. E. Roberts. 


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


In attendance: Cllr. J. Seymour (T&W Borough Council).

827) 
Apologies for absence:


Apologies were received from T&W Borough Councillor Terry Kiernan who 


had to attend another meeting.
828) 
Declarations of Interest:


Cllr. E. Roberts declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 7.

829)
Public participation session with respect to items on the agenda.

The matters below relate to affordable housing:

1. A request was made for an extra-ordinary general meeting by Patrick Pietroni. The Clerk explained the procedure required for this to take place.
2. Questions were raised as to why the Needs Survey had not been carried out.  The Chair explained the reasons for the delay.

3. It was pointed out by Mr. Manley that no planning application for affordable housing had as yet been made.

4. The Chair pointed out that the PC had already agreed to hold a public meeting following the completion of the needs survey.

5. Mr. M. Jones said that he felt that the PC had not kept the electorate fully informed about affordable housing.

6. The Chair and the Clerk strongly refuted this accusation and out lined the legal steps that the PC had taken regarding the posting of minutes and the Community Newsletter in keeping the electorate fully informed of ALL its decisions relating to affordable housing.

7. Mr. M. Jones said that the PC should issue a monthly Newsletter.

8. The Chair said that this was not practical and reiterated the fact that minutes of meetings were posted at the very earliest opportunity after each PC meeting.
9. Cllr Roberts pointed out that First Step Homes could have put in a planning application without even consulting with the PC.

10. It was again reiterated that the survey must show a real need and that need must be a local one; the needs survey underpinned the whole issue of affordable housing.

830)
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10th.  March, 
2008, were confirmed subject to the following amendment to part of minute 814 
which should state that “no building society would give them a mortgage because of 
the covenant on affordable houses”. The minutes were then confirmed as a correct 
record off the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

831)
First Step Homes:


The Clerk read out the letter received from First Step Homes dated 20th March.

832)
To discuss and decide on what action to take regarding affordable housing 
and the needs survey.


At the start of the discussion Cllr. E. Roberts stated that “he will not sell the land at 
this point in time”.


Cllr. E. Roberts then retired from the meeting.


As the land for affordable housing was no longer available it was felt that there was 
no point in continuing with a needs survey.  It was therefore resolved not to do a 
needs survey and to write to First Step Homes and to T&W to inform them of this 
decision.


At this point in the meeting the majority of electors present left the meeting.

833)
To agree the Parish Council’s Annual Report:


A draft report was handed to all Councillors.  In the light of minute 832 it 
was agreed 
to amend the paragraphs relating to affordable homes.  The 
Chair would send the 
final copy to the Clerk for him to draft into a printable form and have printed.
834)
To finalise details for the Annual Parish Open Meeting and agree the 
agenda:

It was agreed that:

1. The seating plan would be as last year.

2. That Councillors would sit at the front table.

3. That the agenda would be amended to include Charlotte Bone’s report on Demand Responsive Transport by reducing the time for the Parish Council’s report.

4. Cllr Goodman would add her contribution to the Annual Report.
5. It was agreed to provide refreshments which the Chair would purchase.

835)
To agree the date(s) and organisation for the litter pick:


Cllr. Goodman reported that the verge planting should take place in the middle of 
May.


Cllr. Hutchings reported that she had already litter picked with the assistance of Linda 
Buckle the area at the foot of the Wrekin and part of Wellington Road.  She also 
reported that other people were prepared to litter pick all the year round.


It was agreed that the litter pick would take place w/c 28th April.

836)
Clerks Report:
1. It was agreed that Cllrs Whittle & Hutchings, plus the Clerk, would attend the SALC meeting on Community Engagement at Telford Civic Offices on 8th May.
2. The PC agreed to the provision of a plastic recycling unit on the The Huntsman’s car park (by kind permission of the landlord).  It was agreed that the Clerk should pursue the provision of a second unit if possible.

3. The Clerk brought to the attention of the PC a letter from Mark Pritchard MP.

837)
Planning:


No planning applications had been received.
838)
To receive reports on Borough Liaison:

 Borough Cllr J Seymour reported that she had been fully briefed on the new Demand Responsive Transport scheme which was to be piloted by Telford and Wrekin Council in the parishes of Little Wenlock and Wrockwardine.  She explained that, although it could be complicated to get off the ground, it was an exciting way forward by which to provide a better transport system for the rural area.There would a new bus with 7 seats or 1 wheelchair and 3 seats.  The timetable was not fixed but would need coordinating.  This was transport for everybody and would serve a variety of destinations including Wellington, the PRH, 
railway stations, and Telford Town Centre.
839)
To receive individual reports and updates from Councillors:

1. Community Newsletter: Cllr. Whittle reported that copies were available for distribution.

2. Church Yard Development: Cllr. Roberts reported that the Church yard had been cleared up including some pruning of the trees.  Also marked out areas had been left to “grow-on” to see what people liked. 

3. Rights of Way: Cllr. Goodman reported that flooding at Leighton Lane was being investigated but that as there was only one contractor working at the moment there was a 3 to 4 month turn around.  Pathway 40 (Steeraway) was flooding – a culvert had been put in but that has subsequently been changed.  Boulders at the Hatch were an issue.  She reported that there was now a five year plan regarding Rights of Ways in the Borough of T&W. She also reported that damaged stiles on the restored Swan Farm site were being replaced.
4. Discuss road safety following recent accident on Wellington Road: Cllr. Goodman reported that a motor cyclist who was travelling very fast through the village on a wet day went through the hedge into a field on Wellington Road.  She pointed out that speeding continues to be an issue and we must raise awareness of the dangers of speeding.  It was also reported that HGV’s are now going through the village and that some are driving at excessively dangerous speeds on the country lanes.  It was also reported that groups of up to 40 cars gather at the foot of the Wrekin.  It was agreed that this information be passed onto our beat officer, PC Judith MacPherson by the Clerk.
5. Report from CRed: Cllr Hutchings reported that the monthly newsletter is posted on the Council web site and our response to T&W 's Environmental Statement is to be posted on the same web site.
6.  Candles Feedback: Cllr Hutchings reported that there was now a newly written and adopted constitution for the consultative group.  She also reported that leachate  levels were not as high as they should be and that another borehole was required.  There was also discussion on the flares as they were of the open type.  Complaints had been received about the height of the tip but no one seemed to know how high it should be. A temporary cap will be put on the tip in April/May.  The life of the tip is five years from 2007 but it may cease sooner as it has a monopoly on waste and may fill the tip earlier than 2012.  The next Candles Liaison meeting would possibly be held on 7th May to solely discuss the restoration of Coalmoor DP.  Concerns were also expressed about lack of progress on the Coalmoor DP site.
7. Feedback from Wrekin Forest Partnership: Cllr Hutchings said that the updates were in the circulation pack and the Minutes of the meeting are on Shropshire Wildlife website and Shropshire Hills AONB website.
8. Request relating to the Local Development Framework and the Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment. Cllr Hutchings requested that the Clerk inform the Councillors of any key dates regarding responses to T&W.
840)
Finance:


1. The following accounts were agreed for payment in accordance with the budget as 
listed in the attached Clerk’s Report.


J.F. Marcham



Clerk’s salary




£156.80


HM Customs & Excise

Tax on Clerk’s salary


£44.22


SALC




Affiliation Fees 2008/09


£135.00


E.ON




Quarterly Maintenance Charge

£131.39


Npower



Street Lighting



£30.17


Npower



Street Lighting



£78.44


T&W




Annual Postage Charge


£13.67

2. To receive a statement on current financial balances: 

Balance on the Community Account on 31st March stood at £4227.73. This has been 
reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows a balance of £4,270.25, there being 
an outstanding cheque to the value of £42.52.

On 1st April the account was credited with £5,105.00 being the first half of the 
Precept.  The working balance on 11th April, with all cheques cleared, was £9,332.73.


The Deposit Account stands at £7670.03. This account commenced the financial year 
with a balance of £7471.90; interest to the value of £198.13 has been added to the 
account during the financial year. 

3. Audit update.

The Clerk reported that the External Audit forms have arrived and he hoped to have the forms completed for the May meeting.

841)
Insurance:

1. It was agreed to renew the insurance with Zurich.

2. It was agreed to include the benches in the insurance.
842)
To agree the terms and annual contract for the maintenance of the playing 
field.

As financial information, which may be of value to a competitor, was being discussed 
the public were requested to leave the meeting.

It was agreed to accept the quotation from K. Smith Contracting Services for the 
maintenance work at Little Wenlock playing field.  It was also agreed that weed 
treatment should be applied to the area in front of the barn and the tennis courts in 
the spring.
843)
Date of the next meeting.


Monday 12th May, 2008.
