

NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL
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Description automatically generated]Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr B Cole, Cllr S Moulson; Cllr N Groom; 
Cllr A Edmonds; Cllr D Cliff; Cllr D Fletcher
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

49 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements
Cllr Eardley welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:30pm

 Cllr Groom sent his apologies. Six members of the public attended the Meeting. 
Residents raised concerns about cars parking in close proximity to the play area on the sports field due to the possible risks to children. A recent incident has been reported to the Parish Council and the Bowling Club for investigation. The Playing Fields Association is believed to have undertaken risk assessments. Access to the Bowls Club was discussed – the new path proposed to enable better disabled access, for which the Parish Council has offered to give £600 for construction costs, has yet to be installed. More prominent signage, a padlock for the gate and designated disabled spaces for bowlers were discussed.  To take forward with the PFA for solutions.
A resident commented that they are very pleased with the new upgraded LED lights in Napley Drive. 

50	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
 No declarations were received. 

51	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th July 2024 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Moulson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

52	Co-option of a Councillor
Mr David Fletcher was proposed for co-option to the Council by Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Fletcher completed the Acceptance of Office form as required. Councillors welcomed Cllr Fletcher to the Council. 

53	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No matters were raised. 

54	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft did not attend the Meeting. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
It was noted that the NSAC meeting will be held on Monday. 

55	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
The Rigwardine lane was reported as still being in a state of disrepair. Potholes have been circled but no action as yet.  The Betton residents are content with the proposed location for a defibrillator. The Clerk was asked to apply for permission to install the stand on the verge, proposed by Cllr Edmonds, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk confirmed, in response to a query, that large stones/boulders are not permitted on the side of the road as a deterrent to road users driving on verges. Plastic posts could be installed as an alternative. If a vehicle is damaged by the stones/boulders the landowner would be liable for any damage incurred. 
The Clerk was requested to contact the Grounds Maintenance contractor to remind him to trim/cut around the planters by the name sign by Bearstone View.

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
Cllr Cole reported that the drains are all working well. 

c)	Footpaths 						
No update.

d)	Road closures
Nothing to report.

e)	Street lighting						
Nothing reported for action/repair.

f)	Highways matters
Cllr Moulson raised potholes on the corner by Beswick Lane. Cllr Eardley suggested that the damage to the road surface is likely to be caused by water damage rather than by vehicles. 

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters were raised. 

h)	School parking	
The Clerk reported that she is still chasing a response to the email sent 9 months ago to Shropshire Council about the parking outside the School.  Cllr Cliff reported that the School now has a parking policy, although he was disappointed to note that using the community car park appears to be the lowest priority. Councillors noted some improvement to parking issues, however child safety must remain as the top priority. Councillors requested that the Clerk write to the Head of the School Governors to express their concerns about the parking and policy, proposed by Cllr Cole, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved

i)	Playing field					
Councillors discussed access to the playground and bowling pavilion. The Members expressed the view that not having installed the path which the Parish Council had offered money towards, might be slightly disadvantaging disabled players. They considered if perhaps the Club should provide dedicated disabled spaces, designated by signage close to the building. A padlock is to be provided to lock the playground gates to prevent unauthorised access through to the building. The gates will be opened for deliveries and emergencies only.  The Councillors asked the Clerk to contact the Playing Fields Association and request sight of any risk assessments done on this area. 


j)	In Bloom Group update
The Councillors conveyed congratulations to the In Bloom Group on their excellent competition results. Cllr Moulson thanked everyone in the village who participated.  She advised that she will be standing down as Chairman of the Group from January. 
	
56	Joint Neighbourhood Plan – update on Referendum
Cllr Sadler reported that 96% of the voters were in favour of the Plan which means that it now goes forward to Shropshire Council’s Cabinet for approval on 26th September, after which it will become part of the local planning law. Thanks were conveyed to the Adderley Councillor who has been leading the initiative.  Councillors approved the use of the leftover funds to be put towards a celebration for the Steering Group. Proposed by Cllr Eardley, seconded by Cllr Cliff, all agreed. Resolved. 

57	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters for discussion: SALC & NALC bulletins; SaTH updates; Police newsletter; NALC legal updates; NSAC meeting minutes; Letter from Leader of SC; Email regarding proposed planting at The Mynd; Broadband briefing note; Garden waste subscriptions; NALC website update; 
Concerns have been raised locally regarding planting by the Mynd inside the brick wall. Residents are of the opinion that there were conditions attached to the planning permission stating no planting for visibility reasons. 
Emails have been received regarding the telephone cascade system operated for defib callouts.  Local volunteers were not called out for a local emergency.  This has been investigated. Cllr Fletcher informed the Council that a callout could be automatically initiated as soon as the cabinet door has been opened.   To take forward. The Clerk was asked to put Cllr Fletcher in touch with the local volunteers.  Cllr Fletcher offered to do some local training sessions. To take forward.
The new defibrillator will be included in the Numbers Plus system.

58	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
Cllr Cliff reported that all is in good order.  A good job was done on the repairs. 

b	Playground Steering Group – update/funding updates etc
No update. A lottery bid will be put together.

c	Parking on playground 
Covered. 

d	Inspections 
No update.
59	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Cole to provide a submission to include a reminder to walkers to wear hi viz when walking dogs in the dark, details of the celebration evening and a request that people are mindful of livestock etc when setting off fireworks. 

b)	Defibrillator/Bleed Kit – to note guidelines for bleed kit usage; Numbers Plus account
Covered. Bleed kit information has been uploaded onto the website.


c)	Strategic objectives policy
To take forward to November’s meeting. 

d)	Gov.uk domain name/Council email addresses – to discuss
Councillors agreed, proposed by Cllr Moulson, seconded by Cllr Edmonds, to proceed with the purchase of a Gov.uk domain name and potentially email addresses for Councillors, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk and Cllr Sadler to take forward. 

e)	Best front garden competition – update	/ Celebration Evening
Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Moulson for hosting the judge for the Best Front Garden competition. Councillors discussed arrangements for the Celebration evening. The event will be advertised locally and on social media. 

f)	Policy reviews – Financial Regulations (to adopt)						
Cllr Eardley proposed the adoption of the new financial regulations, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

60	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
Cllr Moulson proposed, seconded by Cllr Cliff, the approval of all invoices and payments, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
Cllr Eardley proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	External audit update – Conclusion of Audit 
The Councillors noted the External Auditor’s certificate and findings. The External Audit process is now complete. The notice has been displayed as required. 

d)	BT broadband invoices – to note no charges due to compensation credits 
Noted. 

e)	Quote from Fusiontech relating to car charging point	
One car charging unit has not been working. A new circuit board is required. A quote has been received from FusionTech for £427.20. Cllr Eardley proposed having the unit repaired, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	To note bank credit interest rate reduction
Noted. 
The Clerk confirmed that the fundraising for the replacement playground equipment is allocated under a specific heading in the accounts which are circulated to all Councillors at each meeting.



	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/08/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/09/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/08/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/09/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	04/09/24
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£50.00
	1853
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	11/07/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£110.92
	1854
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/08/24
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£252.00
	1855
	LGA 1972 s168

	27/08/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£262.00
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	05/08/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/09/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/08/24
	British Gas
	Energy supply
	£89.31
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	03/09/24
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£70.64
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/06/24
	R Hardy
	Works to playground
	£108.00
	Paid online
	PHA 1875s164; PHAAA1890 s44,OSA 1906 ss9&10

	31/05/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 183.94
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	20/08/24
	Vendelectric
	Car Charging units fee
	£13.04
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/07/24
	T Seabridge
	Grounds maintenance
	£3090.00
	Paid online
	HA 1980s142

	31/07/24
	AR Richards
	Verge cutting
	£218.40
	Paid online
	HA 1980s142

	21/05/24
	Starboard Systems Ltd
	Accounts package
	£328.32
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/05/24
	M Pryce Agri 
	Playground works
	£40.00
	Paid online
	PHA 1875s164; PHAAA1890 s44,OSA 1906 ss9&10

	14/08/24
	MedUk
	Bleed kits
	£225.60
	Paid online
	PHA 1936 234

	13/07/24
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£30.00
	Paid online
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	31/07/24
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£99.30
	
	

	23/08/24
	Shropshire Council
	Environmental Maintenance Grant
	£750.00
	
	

	20/08/24
	Vendelectric
	Car Charging revenue
	£131.85
	
	



61	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
24/02772/HHE  (validated: 18/07/2024)
Address:  3 St Chads Way, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AW
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension to a semi-detached dwelling, dimensions 3.32 metres beyond the rear wall, 3.00 metres maximum height and 3.00 metres high to eaves
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SGTMR4TD01M00

This application has been determined as permission granted. 

ii)	Decisions:  
24/02421/FUL  (validated: 24/06/2024)
Address:  The Old Post Office, 12 Main Road, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AS
Proposal:  Garage extension and change of flat roof to pitched. Removal of existing coal store
Decision:  Grant Permission

62	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Domain names; Procurement policy changes; Permission to install a defib on a highway verge; Defib training sessions; Playing fields: dogs

63	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
The Councillors queried the timeline for planning conditions to be implemented attached to a local permission following commencement of works. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:59pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 13th November 2024
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