


Continuation of minutes for the meeting of 15th March 2016

PETROCKSTOWE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Baxter Hall on 
Tuesday 15th March 2016 at 8pm.
Councillors present: I Fisher (chair), D Kelsey, A Hunkin, B Cameron, M Busby, 
DC R Wiseman, CC A Boyd, F Lowe (clerk), 1 member of the public.

38. Apologies of Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllrs J Harris, J Jeffs and PSCO M Baker.
39. Public Session. A parishioner raised concerns that the roadworks between Friars Hele and Petrockstowe had been started without proper and legal notification, and that for residents living within the roadworks, there was no alternative route and that the repairs were not completed in a timely and financially economic manner.  Cllr Fisher advised that the Parish Council has no control over roadworks, and that they come under the jurisdiction of the County Council and Highways Agency.  CC Boyd replied that that all roadworks are completed on an agreed price, but would look into whether they could have been completed quicker and if proper signage/notification had been provided.  It was also raised that the signs had not been collected after the work was complete, and CC Boyd asked that he be advised if this remains to be the case.  He added that he is always contactable.
40. Minutes. The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 19th March 2016 having been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record.  Cllr Kelsey asked that it be included that since the previous meeting, the Tesco Grant for the Cricket Club had been reassessed as there was an overwhelming demand for grants so the Cricket Club was no longer eligible.
41. Local Police Report.  PSCO Baker was unable to attend as she was on a rest day and provided the following report to be read out.  Since 1st January 2016 there have been:  Crimes: 1 theft (from vehicle), 1 burglary.  Logs: 3 highway disturbances (2 cables down, 1 tree down), 2 suspicious activities.
42. Planning.  Notifications since 19th January.  Supporting document with Councils responses attached.
43. Matters arising from previous minutes. 
	a) North Devon Records Office. CC Boyd was able to advise that a lot of records have moved to Exeter and are also being stored electronically.  Barnstaple office will be storing in the same way.  There will be access by the public to both digital versions and the originals if required.  It was agreed to give £50 as a one off payment.  Proposed by Cllr Kelsey, seconded by Cllr Busby.
	b) Wild West Net. This was successfully installed on 4th February 2016.   It is switched off when not in use.
	c) Play Area. It was agreed that the clerk should arrange the transfer of £200 incorrectly banked in the Business Reserve Account back to the Current Account.  The new play equipment will be installed in 3-4 weeks after volunteers remove the current ground covering, which will be relocated to Easter Hall.  It was agreed to use the new inspection company as suggested by Cllr Jeffs.
	d) No 4 The Square. The clerk and current owner have been communicating and the property is to receive the maintenance work required; hopefully this summer.
	e) Caravan on Syncocks Land.  The Highways Officer has been absent but was proposing to enforce the notice on 10th or 11th March to remove the caravan and all rubbish.
	f) Signpost at Bury Cross.  The Neighbourhood Highways Officer has advised that he will create an order for this to be replaced in the new financial year from the signs budget.
	g) Rural Services Network.  The survey was completed, and weekly newsletters are being forwarded to Cllrs.
		
44. Meeting Dates.  The dates for all meetings until March 2017, having been circulated were agreed.
45. Councillors Reports.
a) Baxter Hall.  In the absence of Cllr Harris, Cllr Busby reported that there had been a good response following the Elvis Evening, the Big Breakfast and the Afternoon Tea.  The rendering to the outside wall is in hand and formers for the gutters have been ordered.  There are currently problems with the electrics which are under investigation.  Following the gale force winds, a previous resident from Petrockstowe, Andrew Hart, had temporarily and then permanently repaired the roof FOC.  He has been sent a letter of thanks by the Baxter Hall committee.
b) Recreation Ground.  Cllr Kelsey reported that the Burns Night had been a success and that Clinton Estates have replaced the fencing as agreed.  The parking area needs some more scalping which will be done by Kenny Heaman next month.  The sheep have been in and cleared the grass.  The bar build has been delayed due to the wet ground and extra time has been given with regard to the relevant grant for this.  The Sports Day will be on 11th June 2016 and the Fete and Dog Show will be on 23rd July 2016 with the Hatherleigh Ukulele Band.
c) District Councillor. DC Wiseman advised that the Local Plan is still being considered.  There is a Boundaries Commission review undergoing regarding the Ward Boundaries.  He will advise as soon as he has this information and advises swift feedback as the deadlines will be short.  He has access to a New Homes Bonus of £10,000 per year, to spend towards community projects that are jointly funded starting in the new financial year and ongoing until further notice.  The TAP fund is to continue but 2016/2017 will probably be the final year.
d) County Councillor. CC Boyd advised that County Budgets have been his main priority recently but he is always happy to find and speak on any subject of interest.

46. CPRE: Neighbourhood Plan Event. CC Boyd explained how neighbourhood plans could have an impact on us but no cllrs are available to attend this meeting.
47. ND & Torridge Local Plan: Proposed Policy. Wind Energy.  Cllr Jeffs had sent a comment objecting which was read out.  DC Wiseman and CC Boyd clarified some points: the Local Plan was submitted late last year, the map provided shows suitable areas for different heights of turbines.  Petrockstowe is not suitable for anything over 75m so these are the maximum to be allowed in the district plan.  The policy is similar to the last local plan but gives more weight to community opinion as to whether planning is approved.  It was pointed out that the wording on the website questionnaire makes it difficult to put your opinion across.  There was a discussion on the productivity of wind turbines, tidal production and renewable energy.  The SW, especially TDC and West Devon, have been identified as a good “Wind Capture” area. It was felt that TDC should state that there are now enough Wind Turbines in the area.  There is currently the maximum production for the grid but could it result in the grid being upgraded resulting in more pylons and then more wind turbines?  The Local Plan must be presented to Government by the summer or one will be forced on them.  It was agreed that the clerk would reply with the council concerns but that the Local Plan, not just Wind Turbines should be concentrated on. 
48. Devolution Prospectus for Productivity.  CC Boyd explained that local authorities, national parks and agencies in Somerset and Devon are involved in this.  It will mainly affect local taxes and it should start the process of getting the upgrade for the North Devon link road and rail upgrades.
49. Trees affecting Power Lines.  The trees that were causing concern have since been felled.
50. North Devon Sanctuary for Refugees Councillors Forum.  After a brief discussion, it was decided that this was not currently relevant.
51. Queens 90th Birthday Medals. It was decided not to purchase any as there are so few children in the Parish and it was not financially practical.
52. Digital Toolkit Event.  Cllr Fisher related suggestions from this event including domain e-mails, heating apps and Cloud back up. The clerk is to back up documents on the Cloud, but other suggestions were dismissed.
53. Potholes. A parishioner supplied a reply he received from MP Cox regarding the potholes between Patchill and Sheepwash.  Cllr Hunkin and the clerk had also reported the state of this road. CC Boyd explained that potholes and road surface deterioration have to be treated differently and that the Highways Agency have 7 days to inspect following a complaint and 28 days to complete any necessary work.  Pothole damage litigation has increased approximately 10 times in the last 2 months and that road users should report all incidents and put in claims for damage to vehicles.  It was agreed that the clerk will put the contact details in the newsletter.
54. Financial Matters.  
a) The clerk advised that there was £13,410.73 in the current account of which £10,884.92 is for the play area, and £773.32 in the Business Reserve Account. (£200 will be transferred from the Business Reserve Account to the Current Account for the play area as agreed in 43 c above.)
b) The rental of the Baxter Hall for the previous 4 meetings was agreed and cheque no. 312 for £48 was raised. The clerk’s expenses for 2 months were approved and cheque no. 313 for £32.94 was raised.  Both signed by Cllrs Fisher and Hunkin.

55. Matters Arising for Future Agendas.  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 19th April 2016 which will be the Annual Parish Meeting.

With no more business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.40pm
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