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Report of the Planning and Implementation Committee  
Wednesday 17th July 2024 at 7:30pm 

 
 

PRESENT  Cllr. J Britt Chair presiding.  
Cllrs. D Earl, D Garland, J Murray & A Ratcliffe 
L Westcott (Clerk), S Newell (Deputy Clerk) 

 

Public Participation 
No members of the public present. 

1. Apologies for absence: 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs. P Culver, K Hammond, S Heeley, A Walmsley as well as V 
Woollven. 
 

2. Nominations for Substitutions 
Cllr. D Garland is attending on behalf of Cllr. A Walmsley. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest on the Agenda 
Cllr. J Britt declared a conflict of interest in relation to Warren Lands. Members of the group who stand on 
LPC declared an interest in relation to William Pitt Field. All declared conflicts of interest are non-
pecuniary; this also relates to all previously declared conflicts of interest.  
 

4. Minutes from P&I 19th June 2024 
The minutes of the P&I meeting on 19th June 2024 were agreed as being accurate.   
Points to note: 

a. L Westcott reported that the Wastewater Treatment Works at Lenham is fully functional and is 
working well. There is a Capital Scheme underway to install a new flow control pumping station, 
but this is being built offline. 

b. Cllr. A Ratcliffe has spoken to Vistry about the WPF car park and is sending an updated plan. 
c. Cllr. J Britt has fed back to Vistry about the pipe size required. 

 

5. Current Planning Applications to consider : 
Please see Appendix A. 

 

6. Maidstone Borough Local Plan 2024 - update 
Cllr. J Britt reported that MBC are meeting tonight to present the 4 year work plan. Bredhurst Parish 
Council has been granted an oral hearing at the High Court on 17th September. SOHL are not progressing 
their case due to the rejection of a cap on costs, more information has been provided in the SOHL 
newsletter. 
 

7. Lenham Neighbourhood Plan Review 
No update. 

 

8. Update on the Workplan 
a. Countryside/Vistry site – Works continue to road widening and responses to planning condition 

submissions are in Appendix A. 
b. Maidstone Road car park - Cllr. J Britt reported that there is a meeting with RB Plant on 30th July. 
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9. Update on Other Development 

a. Sunny Hill View Equestrian – Cllr. J Britt is attending the planning committee meeting tomorrow 
night. 

b. Public Conveniences – Cllrs. D Garland and A Ratcliffe are getting quotes for the work to be 
discussed at F&GP. 

c. Lenham Nursery build – Cllr. N Osborne has sent a letter to MBC regarding CIL money no longer 
being used for the successful KCC bid.  

d. The Harrow – no update. 
 

10. Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) 
a. High Street pavement – L Westcott reported that the money has been returned from KCC. It was 

suggested that the Alms Houses speak to the Chinese restaurant about ownership of the 
pavement. 

b. Pilgrims Way road signs – these are not installed yet.  
 

11. Matters Arising from Planning Decisions 
a. L Westcott reported on the consultation from MBC circulated on the planning validation checklist. 
b. Warren Lands – Cllr. J Britt reported that an appeal date has still not been decided. 

 

12. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 21st August 2024. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:00 
Signed as a true record on this day 4th September 2024…………………………………………….. 

Chair of the Planning and Implementation Committee 
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Appendix A 
 

Application 
Number 

Address Comments 

24/502628/SUB  
Land At Old Ham Lane Lenham 
Maidstone Kent 

Vistry materials – there are three brick types 
proposed. The yellow stock is not 
applicable/relevant to the Lenham context. The 
majority of buildings in the Parish are soft red brick 
and or rag stone. The roof tiles are particularly poor 
– while they are clay – being machine made tiles 
they are far too ‘rigid’ and have no softness – which 
will make the overall development visually harsh. 
An alternative roof tile would be reclamation mix’  
for example by Lifestiles. HardiePlank is an 
understandable material selection (it requires no 
maintenance) but again is roof machine finished. 
There are alternatives which will, when combined 
with a better brick selection and alternative tiles, 
will give a far softer appearance which will blend 
with the local visual aesthetics. The selection of a 
grey clay tile which is intended to replicate a slate 
finish is not appropriate – if a slate finish is 
preferred, it is preferable to use slate not a clay 
version of it. The use of ragstone as proposed is 
commended. 

24/502598/SUB 
Land At Old Ham Lane Lenham 
Maidstone Kent 

No comments. 

24/502573/SUB 
Land At Old Ham Lane Lenham 
Maidstone Kent 

Vistry Construction Phase Plans: It is noted that 
traffic is not permitted to wait on the road – all 
traffic is to be booked 24hrs in advance, it is 
important this is adhered to. The plan in section 13 
showing the route to the site does not actually 
relate to the site -this needs to be updated. What is 
at TN30 7BE as referenced in the report and how 
does it relate to Lenham? 

24/502655/FULL 
Portable Buildings Station 
Approach Lenham Kent ME17 
2HR 

No comments. 

24/502700/FULL 
Dean Cottage Warren Street 
Road Charing Ashford Kent 

No comments. 

24/502567/SUB 
Land At Old Ham Lane Lenham 
Maidstone Kent No comments. 

24/502714/SUB Land At Old Ham Lane Lenham 
Maidstone Kent 

The surface water drainage plan does not appear to 
make any reference to the existing surface water 
flooding issues in Old Ham Lane on the corner with 
Smokey Bridge. Surface water flooding of the road 
occurs frequently in this location and should be 
reviewed by this submission. 

 
 
 


