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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th January 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, J Smith, S Gill, A Lloyd-Smith, three members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk). 
4915.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr Venning, reason accepted, Borough Councillor J Shilton and County Councillor W Chapman.
4916.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4917.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4918.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update. The Chairman informed the meeting that the Landlord isn’t totally happy with the wording of the CIO but has been reassured that the points can be picked up when the new Lease is drawn up.
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Still waiting for further information from County Councillor Chapman.
	c) Caretaker Scheme update.  The Caretaker Working Party has held a meeting with the Caretaker to 
              confirm his reduced hours from 1st April 2026.  An amended Contract and Job Description will be 
	drawn up.
d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  ABC has raised no objection.  Just waiting for the Diocese now.
e)  Stocks Road road sign.  ABC has agreed to add this to their list.
	f)  Water Leak in the Churchyard.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that the Ecclesiastical Insurance Company 
	will cover the cost of the repair to the pipe but will not cover the cost of replacing the whole pipe.
	g)  Defibrillator training   This has been arranged for Tuesday 21st April in the Village Hall.  Two sessions. 
	6.30pm to 7.30pm and 8 to 9pm.  Places will need to be booked with the Clerk.

4919.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2025/2162  Land east of Tyle House Farm.  Councillors had listened to comments made by a
	member of the public.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application.  There were
	three abstentions.  It was felt that this application is premature and lacks correct information
	
4920.	To consider hosting with the WI, a talk on Dementia.  Cllr Gill explained that she had attended an interesting KALC Workshop on Dementia and thought it would be useful for the village to know more about this subject.  She asked if the Parish Council would be willing to pay the cost of the speaker, the hire of the Village Hall and the WI costs.  Councillors agreed to this in principle and awaited further details in due course.

4921.	Correspondence:  
	1. ABC – Ashford Draft Local Plan 2042 Consultation comments published on 22nd December 2025.  This included the site submissions.  Two have been put forward in Wittersham.  The site between Tyle House Farm orchard and Mount Pleasant which has already been granted permission and is pending the S106 agreement, and the two fields along Poplar Road beside The Meadows and opposite Coombelands. ABC will be consulting the Parish in due course but it was agreed to put forward the Council’s comments now objecting to this second site.
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2. KCC – Community Engagement Officer Road Safety and Active Travel Group – Change of Officer.  The Clerk has checked that this won’t affect the meeting due to be held on 2nd March 2026 regarding our Highways Improvement Plan.
	
4922.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Nothing to report
b)  Finance: i)  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
	      ii)  Third Quarter’s Budget Statement.  Noted.
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:  
      NOT/2025/1859   Wittersham Churchyard – Crown lift and remove deadwood from 3 trees.  No 
      Objection.
d)  Open Spaces - Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported that he had received an email from Edward Barham from 
Rolvenden Parish Council.  They will be carrying out a litter pick in their village and asked if we would like to join them and litter pick in our village on 7th  March.  After a full discussion it was agreed that as we already have some residents who litter pick in the village on a regular basis we would decline the offer but the Clerk would write a piece for the Outlook on Oxney in February asking for more volunteers to litter pick in the village.  
e)  Highways – Clerk will now follow up on the water issue along Peening Quarter Road.
f)   Public Rights of Way – The paths are even muddier now following the recent heavy rain.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – The Clerk reported that she had received a request for an extension of time 
     regarding the Planning Application and for an estimate of the number of years the extension might 
     last.  The EOT was agreed.

4923.	Payments for Authorisation:
	Clerk’s expenses 1st October to 31st December 2025.  £33.60 plus £62.19 from the Chairman’s Allowance
	for the Christmas refreshments.  Agreed.

4924.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7pm

4925.	Items for Information:
	The Clerk had received information that the battery and the pads for the Defibrillator are no longer
	available.  These must be renewed every two years.  She suggested that she look at the cost of
	purchasing a replacement in due course and to keep that cost in Reserves at the end of the year.

	The meeting closed at 20.23hrs.





Appendix to the Meeting

Planning Application PA/2025/2162  Land east of Tyle House Farm  
A member of the public gave the meeting further information on this application which he hoped the Council would find useful when coming to a decision.  Councillors asked some questions.
