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Good morning

Please find attached details of the Community Governance Review being run by Dover
District Council starting Monday 9 February 2026.
All details will be found on the Community Governance Review webpage on the website

which will be found here: www.dover.gov.uk/elections.

The links to respond and the CGR page itself will go live at 9am on Monday 9 February
2026.

We will have a poster ready shortly for you to be able to add to your noticeboard.

If you require any further information or assistance, please contact the Electoral Services

Team on elections@dover.gov.uk or call on 01304-872344.

Kind regards

Tracy
=

DOVER  Dover District Council
DISTRICT Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Dover, CT16 3PJ

COUNCIL
— Elections Helpline: 01304-872344
Web: http://dover.gov.uk

b% Please consider the Environment before printing this email

Tracy Gibbs AEA (Dip)
Electoral Services Manager

Find out more at

No ID? You can apply for free voter ID

CLICK HERE
CEm

DUN TLOSEIT
The Electoral Registration Officer will only use the information you supply for electoral purposes. Personal
information is held securely and in accordance with data protection legislation. All personal information
provided by you or others will only be disclosed where there is a lawful purpose for doing so.
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DDC Electorate Forecast

		Parish (Parish Ward)
		Electorate Feb 2021		Electorate Feb 2026				% increase from 2021 - 2026		Electorate estimate 2031 based on same % increase 		Number of new dwellings due to be built by 2031		Expected electorate increase based on average per property per area		Total estimated electorate by 2031
(Column F + Column H)		Current number of council seats		Electors per Councillor (Column I figures for 2031 estimate)		Electorate estimate for 2031 for whole council = total number of recommended councillors (cllrs) to be divided between the wards of the parish for best equality of electors per councilor.		Number of council seats recommended*  (figure in red if different from current figure)		Electors per Councillor (Column I figures for 2031 estimate)				*The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) published guidance on the suggested number of councillors to be allocated depending on the size of the electorate. 
(see table below). They recommend the minimum number of councillors should be 7 and the maximum 25.
 The recommended councillor numbers below are for whole council electorates. Where a town or parish is warded, the total recommended number is expected to be divided between the wards to give the best possible equality of electors per councillor.

		Alkham		594		631		37		6%		670		30		57		727		7		104				7		104				Electors 		Councillors 				Electors 				Councillors 

		Ash		2662		2780		118		4%		2,903		167		301		3,204		11		291				11		291				Up to          900		7				Up to          10,400				17

		Aylesham		4258		4892		634		15%		5,620		403		685		6,306		9		701				14		450				1,400		8				11,900				18

		Capel-Le-Ferne		1688		1652		-36		-2%		1,617		133		209		1,826		9		203				9		203				2,000		9				13,500				19

		Deal (Middle Deal Ward)		4933		5057		124		3%		5,184		223		363		5,548		5		1,110		Total electorate: 17,063 = no more than 22 cllrs  		7		793				2,700		10				15,200				20

		Deal (Mill Hill Ward)		5940		5938		-2		-0%		5,936		454		758		6,694		5		1,339				9		744				3,500		11				17,000				21

		Deal (North Deal Ward)		4957		4856		-101		-2%		4,757		52		64		4,822		5		964				6		804				4,400		12				18,900				22

		Denton with Wootton		306		294		-12		-4%		282		12		22		305		5		61				7		44				5,400		13				20,900				23

		Dover (Buckland Ward)		5387		5206		-181		-3%		5,031		181		282		5,313		4		1,328		Total electorate: 22,490 = no more than 24 cllrs 		6		886				6,500		14				23,000				24

		Dover (Maxton and Elms Vale Ward)		2959		2900		-59		-2%		2,842		31		54		2,896		2		1,448				3		965				7,700		15				over            23,000 				25

		Dover (Rokesley Ward)		485		469		-16		-3%		454		0		0		454		1		454				1		454				9,000		16

		Dover (St Radigund`s Ward)		4551		4571		20		0%		4,591		309		436		5,027		4		1,257				5		1,005

		Dover (Tower Hamlets Ward)		2864		2813		-51		-2%		2,763		34		48		2,811		2		1,405				3		937

		Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		5762		5755		-7		-0%		5,748		185		241		5,989		5		1,198				6		998

		Eastry		1985		1924		-61		-3%		1,865		162		277		2,142		11		195				10		214

		Eythorne (Barfrestone Ward)		48		41		-7		-15%		35		0		0		35		1		35		Total electorate: 1,979 = no more than 9 cllrs		1		35

		Eythorne (Eythorne Ward)		1924		1915		-9		-0%		1,906		21		38		1,944		10		194				8		243

		Goodnestone		301		309		8		3%		317		12		20		337		5		67				7		48

		Great Mongeham		583		588		5		1%		593		46		81		674		7		96				7		96

		Guston		677		677		0		0%		677		366		458		1,135		7		162				8		142

		Hougham Without		406		390		-16		-4%		375		3		5		380		7		54				7		54

		Langdon		501		487		-14		-3%		473		13		23		497		7		71				7		71

		Lydden		588		635		47		8%		686		3		6		691		9		77				7		99

		Nonington		698		705		7		1%		712		30		61		773		7		110				7		110

		Northbourne		578		558		-20		-3%		539		172		304		843		7		120				7		120

		Preston		737		741		4		1%		745		21		39		784		7		112				7		112

		Ringwould with Kingsdown		1660		1709		49		3%		1,759		4		6		1,766		9		196				9		196

		Ripple		306		289		-17		-6%		273		6		10		283		5		57				7		40

		River		3091		3002		-89		-3%		2,916		3		5		2,921		10		292				11		266

		Sandwich (Sandwich North Ward)		2107		2177		70		3%		2,249		11		16		2,265		8		283		Total electorate: 4,848 = no more than 13 cllrs 		6		378

		Sandwich (Sandwich South Ward)		1899		2199		300		16%		2,546		21		36		2,583		8		323				7		369

		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Coldred Ward)		141		147		6		4%		153		0		0		153		3		51		Total electorate: 1,660 = no more than 9 cllrs 		2		77

		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Shepherdswell Ward)		1348		1411		63		5%		1,477		16		30		1,507		9		167				7		215

		Sholden (Hyton Ward)		695		669		-26		-4%		644		0		0		644		2		322		Total electorate: 1,715 = no more than 9 cllrs 		3		215

		Sholden (Sholden Ward)		852		915		63		7%		983		1		2		984		4		246				5		197

		Sholden (Tenants Hill Ward)		99		92		-7		-7%		85		1		1		87		1		87				1		87

		St Margaret`s-At-Cliffe		2156		2173		17		1%		2,190		30		50		2,240		9		249				10		224

		Staple		459		458		-1		-0%		457		32		58		515		7		74				7		74

		Stourmouth		241		229		-12		-5%		218		14		25		243		5		49				7		35

		Sutton		611		622		11		2%		633		28		52		685		7		98				7		98

		Temple Ewell		1363		1381		18		1%		1,399		14		25		1,424		12		119				9		158

		Tilmanstone		303		281		-22		-7%		261		7		13		273		5		55				7		39

		Walmer (Gladstone Ward)		797		776		-21		-3%		756		1		1		757		2		378		Total electorate: 6,624 = no more than 15 cllrs 		2		378

		Walmer (Lower Walmer, St Saviour`s Ward)		1289		1274		-15		-1%		1,259		2		3		1,262		3		421				3		421

		Walmer (Lower Walmer, Wellington Ward)		2401		2354		-47		-2%		2,308		6		10		2,318		5		464				5		464

		Walmer (Upper Walmer Ward)		2121		2191		70		3%		2,263		15		24		2,288		5		458				5		458

		Whitfield		4410		5154		744		17%		6,024		50		88		6,112		14		437				14		437

		Wingham		1399		1442		43		3%		1,486		85		152		1,638		9		182				9		182

		Woodnesborough		1006		1019		13		1%		1,032		31		56		1,088		9		121				8		136

		Worth (Sandwich Bay Ward)		165		143		-22		-13%		124		0		0		124		2		62		Total electorate: 806 = no more than 7 cllrs 		2		62

		Worth (Worth Village Ward)		653		661		8		1%		669		7		13		682		5		136				5		136









Notes

		ONS and KCC data covers the whole local authority area, rather than individual parishes and parish wards. Using these figures could potentially lead to over estimations in future electorate in many of the smaller parishes.







		Votes for 16 year olds should be coming into effect before the next Parliamentary Election due before August 2029. ONS & KCC have this age range within their data because they deal with population rather than electorate - the DDC data does not include data for 16 year olds.







		The DDC figures are based upon this guidance for the whole area:

From 'Electorate Forecasting' by LGBCE: 
42. In wards which show electorate change unrelated to housing development, reflect this change in the forecast for the ward and smaller areas within it by continuing the recent past trend in electorate before applying the additional effect of the expected housing development:













		Expected house builds taken from the Planning document 'DDC Monitoring Return 24-25' issued November 2025. These figures are estimates, and are not guarenteed to be completed within the 5 year term. 













Average electors per property

		Dover District Council

		Analysis Polling District with Areas for September 2025 Register



		Polling District		Property		Elector		Average electors per property		Parish Ward		Parish		District		County		Parliamentary

		AMD1 - Middle Deal, Manor		1,353		2,187				Deal (Middle Deal Ward)		Deal		Middle Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AMD2 - Middle Deal, Park		957		1,523				Deal (Middle Deal Ward)		Deal		Middle Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AMD3 - Middle Deal, Upper		774		1,325				Deal (Middle Deal Ward)		Deal		Middle Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

				3,084		5,035		1.63



		AMH1 - Mill Hill, South		1,423		2,306				Deal (Mill Hill Ward)		Deal		Mill Hill		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AMH2 - Mill Hill, North		849		1,439				Deal (Mill Hill Ward)		Deal		Mill Hill		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AMH3 - Mill Hill, West		1,291		2,188				Deal (Mill Hill Ward)		Deal		Mill Hill		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

				3,563		5,933		1.67



		AN1 - North Deal, Sandown		1,279		1,893				Deal (North Deal Ward)		Deal		North Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AN2 - North Deal, St Andrew`s		1,618		1,767				Deal (North Deal Ward)		Deal		North Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

		AN3 - North Deal, Victoria		993		1,170				Deal (North Deal Ward)		Deal		North Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal

				3,890		4,830		1.24



		AW1 - Walmer, Upper Walmer		1,353		2,196		1.62		Walmer (Upper Walmer Ward)		Walmer		Walmer		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		AW2 - Walmer, Wellington		1,451		2,338		1.61		Walmer (Lower Walmer, Wellington Ward)		Walmer		Walmer		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		AW3 - Walmer, St Saviour`s		944		1,262		1.34		Walmer (Lower Walmer, St Saviour`s Ward)		Walmer		Walmer		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		AW4N - North Deal, Gladstone		571		755		1.32		Walmer (Gladstone Ward)		Walmer		North Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal





		BC1 - Buckland, North		1,589		2,494				Dover (Buckland Ward)		Dover		Buckland		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BC2 - Buckland, South		1,744		2,721				Dover (Buckland Ward)		Dover		Buckland		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

				3,333		5,215		1.56



		BCW1 - Whitfield Rokesley		322		462		1.43		Dover (Rokesley Ward)		Dover		Whitfield		Dover Town		Dover and Deal



		BME - Maxton and Elms Vale		1,655		2,898		1.75		Dover (Maxton and Elms Vale Ward)		Dover		Maxton and Elms Vale		Dover Town		Dover and Deal



		BR1 - St Radigund`s, West		1,106		1,705				Dover (St Radigund`s Ward)		Dover		St Radigund`s		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BR2 - St Radigund`s, East		1,210		1,634				Dover (St Radigund`s Ward)		Dover		St Radigund`s		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BR3 - St Radigund`s, Town		932		1,251				Dover (St Radigund`s Ward)		Dover		St Radigund`s		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

				3,248		4,590		1.41



		BT1 - Town and Castle, Priory		1,840		2,456				Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		Dover		Town and Castle		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BT2 - Town and Castle, Castle		1,577		1,855				Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		Dover		Town and Castle		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BT3 - Town and Castle, Aycliffe		565		898				Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		Dover		Town and Castle		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BT4 - Town and Castle, Redoubt		466		556				Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		Dover		Town and Castle		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

				4,448		5,765		1.30



		BTH1 - Tower Hamlets, West		723		1,144				Dover (Tower Hamlets Ward)		Dover		Tower Hamlets		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

		BTH2 - Tower Hamlets, East		1,274		1,662				Dover (Tower Hamlets Ward)		Dover		Tower Hamlets		Dover Town		Dover and Deal

				1,997		2,806		1.41



		PAK - Alkham		333		628		1.89		<None>		Alkham		Alkham and Capel-le-Ferne		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PAY1 - Aylesham West		1,497		2,494				<None>		Aylesham		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover North		Dover and Deal

		PAY2 - Aylesham East		1,332		2,311				<None>		Aylesham		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover North		Dover and Deal

				2,829		4,805		1.70



		PCF - Capel-Le-Ferne		1,057		1,658		1.57		<None>		Capel-Le-Ferne		Alkham and Capel-le-Ferne		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PDD - Denton		75		149				<None>		Denton with Wootton		Dover Downs and River		Dover West		Dover and Deal

		PDW - Wootton		82		144				<None>		Denton with Wootton		Dover Downs and River		Dover West		Dover and Deal

				157		293		1.87



		PEA - Eastry		1,121		1,912		1.71		<None>		Eastry		Eastry Rural		Sandwich		Dover and Deal



		PEX1 - Eythorne		657		1,225				Eythorne (Eythorne Ward)		Eythorne		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover West		Dover and Deal

		PEX3 - Elvington		393		674				Eythorne (Eythorne Ward)		Eythorne		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover West		Dover and Deal

				1,050		1,899		1.81



		PEX2 - Barfrestone		24		42		1.75		Eythorne (Barfrestone Ward)		Eythorne		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PGM - Great Mongeham		343		603		1.76		<None>		Great Mongeham		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PGS - Guston		528		658		1.25		<None>		Guston		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PHM - Hougham Without		217		387		1.78		<None>		Hougham Without		Alkham and Capel-le-Ferne		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PLG - Langdon		268		478		1.78		<None>		Langdon		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PLN - Lydden		337		643		1.91		<None>		Lydden		Dover Downs and River		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PNN - Nonington		340		695		2.04		<None>		Nonington		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PNR - Northbourne		317		562		1.77		<None>		Northbourne		Eastry Rural		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PRG - Ringwould, Ringwould		246		392				<None>		Ringwould with Kingsdown		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal

		PRK - Ringwould, Kingsdown		826		1,314				<None>		Ringwould with Kingsdown		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal

				1,072		1,706		1.59



		PRP - Ripple		172		298		1.73		<None>		Ripple		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PRV - River		1,656		3,017		1.82		<None>		River		Dover Downs and River		Dover Town		Dover and Deal



		PSHE - Eastry Rural, Sholden		528		876		1.66		Sholden (Sholden Ward)		Sholden		Eastry Rural		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		PSHM - Middle Deal, Hyton		435		660		1.52		Sholden (Hyton Ward)		Sholden		Middle Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		PSHN - North Deal, Tenants Hill		70		93		1.33		Sholden (Tenants Hill Ward)		Sholden		North Deal		Deal & Walmer		Dover and Deal



		PSL1 - Shepherdswell		750		1,393		1.86		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Shepherdswell Ward)		Shepherdswell with Coldred		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PSL2 - Coldred		88		142		1.61		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Coldred Ward)		Shepherdswell with Coldred		Aylesham, Eythorne and Shepherdswell		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PSM - St Margaret`s-At-Cliffe		1,310		2,163		1.65		<None>		St Margaret`s-At-Cliffe		Guston, Kingsdown and St Margaret`s-at-Cliffe		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PSU - Sutton		335		616		1.84		<None>		Sutton		Eastry Rural		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PTE - Temple Ewell		766		1,381		1.80		<None>		Temple Ewell		Dover Downs and River		Dover West		Dover and Deal



		PTI - Tilmanstone		165		295		1.79		<None>		Tilmanstone		Eastry Rural		Dover North		Dover and Deal



		PWH1 - Whitfield, North		2,390		4,227				<None>		Whitfield		Whitfield		Dover West		Dover and Deal

		PWH2 - Whitfield, South		493		856				<None>		Whitfield		Whitfield		Dover West		Dover and Deal

				2,883		5,083		1.76



		PWR - Eastry Rural, Worth Village		355		675		1.90		Worth (Worth Village Ward)		Worth		Eastry Rural		Sandwich		Dover and Deal



		XWR - Sandwich, Sandwich Bay		117		146		1.25		Worth (Sandwich Bay Ward)		Worth		Sandwich		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XAS - Ash		1,539		2,777		1.80		<None>		Ash		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XGD - Goodnestone		185		308		1.66		<None>		Goodnestone		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XPR - Preston		396		736		1.86		<None>		Preston		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XSA - Sandwich, North		1,486		2,139		1.44		Sandwich (Sandwich North Ward)		Sandwich		Sandwich		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XSB - Sandwich, South		1,256		2,175		1.73		Sandwich (Sandwich South Ward)		Sandwich		Sandwich		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XSP - Staple		252		454		1.80		<None>		Staple		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XST - Stourmouth		131		233		1.78		<None>		Stourmouth		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XWG - Wingham		803		1,437		1.79		<None>		Wingham		Little Stour and Ashstone		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		XWN - Woodnesborough		562		1,014		1.80		<None>		Woodnesborough		Sandwich		Sandwich		Herne Bay and Sandwich



		Totals 		56,092		89,165		1.59







ONS Data for comparison

		2022-based subnational population projections [note 1] [note 2]

		Table 2: Local authorities and higher administrative areas within England

		5 year age groups, Persons

		CODE		AREA		AGE GROUP		2026		2027		2028		2029		2030		2031

		E07000108		Dover		0-4		5,278		5,160		5,128		5,105		5,075		5,041

		E07000108		Dover		5-9		6,126		6,034		5,895		5,804		5,682		5,616

		E07000108		Dover		10-14		7,081		7,042		6,946		6,852		6,795		6,657

		E07000108		Dover		15-19		6,596		6,681		6,742		6,709		6,663		6,634				note 1		These statistics are presented unrounded to allow user to do detailed calculations. However, this should not be taken to imply accuracy at this level.

		E07000108		Dover		20-24		4,943		4,965		5,044		5,132		5,233		5,328

		E07000108		Dover		25-29		6,209		6,113		5,945		5,893		5,907		5,960

		E07000108		Dover		30-34		7,256		7,170		7,195		7,116		7,036		6,936

		E07000108		Dover		35-39		7,744		7,913		7,959		8,015		8,031		7,962

		E07000108		Dover		40-44		7,125		7,375		7,625		7,869		8,033		8,225				note 2		Figures in tables may not sum exactly due to rounding.

		E07000108		Dover		45-49		6,869		7,011		7,186		7,325		7,428		7,552

		E07000108		Dover		50-54		7,093		6,888		6,783		6,859		7,089		7,290

		E07000108		Dover		55-59		8,602		8,460		8,351		8,135		7,931		7,627

		E07000108		Dover		60-64		9,412		9,496		9,474		9,391		9,144		9,142

		E07000108		Dover		65-69		8,289		8,524		8,776		8,983		9,340		9,553

		E07000108		Dover		70-74		7,065		7,274		7,405		7,613		7,742		7,942

		E07000108		Dover		75-79		6,800		6,396		6,219		6,188		6,270		6,330

		E07000108		Dover		80-84		4,707		5,218		5,534		5,627		5,616		5,587

		E07000108		Dover		85-89		2,479		2,551		2,655		2,840		3,026		3,236

		E07000108		Dover		90+		1,316		1,368		1,422		1,468		1,511		1,532

		E07000108		Dover		All ages		120,990		121,639		122,281		122,923		123,549		124,149

								102,504		103,402		104,312		105,162		105,997		106,835

										An increase of 4.05% (4331 electors) in voting age population (plus 15 year olds) between 2026 and 2031 over the whole local authority area









		https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/datasets/localauthoritiesinenglandtable2



https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/datasets/localauthoritiesinenglandtable2

KCC data for comparison

		https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-figures-about-kent/population-and-census/population-forecasts

																				128,000		128,300		128,700		129,200		129,600		130,000

																				A population increase of 2000 (not electorate) forecast between 2026 and 2031, which equates to an increase of less than 2% over the whole of the Dover Local Authority Area.														https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/211649/KCC-housing-led-summary.pdf









https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/211649/KCC-housing-led-summary.pdfhttps://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-figures-about-kent/population-and-census/population-forecasts
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Interactive sub-national population projection toolkit Click here to view a population pyramid


Source: Office for National Statistics 2022 Sub-national Population Projections 


Presented by: Kent Analytics, Kent County Council. Email: research@kent.gov.uk
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Start age End Age


Change in population aged 16-90+ in Dover, 2026 - 2031


Start Year End Year


Year Males Females Total


2026 48,800 52,200 101,000


2031 51,000 54,400 105,400


Change 2,200 2,200 4,400


% change 4.4% 4.2% 4.3%


Source: Office for National Statistics.  Kent Analytics, Kent County Council 


All figures have been individually rounded to the nearest one hundred and therefore may not sum


Percentages have been calculated using unrounded numbers


Dover estimated population aged 16 - 90+


2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 2037 2038 2039 2040 2041 2042


Males 46,800 47,300 47,800 48,300 48,800 49,200 49,700 50,100 50,600 51,000 51,400 51,700 52,100 52,500 52,800 53,100 53,400 53,700 54,000 54,300 54,600


Females 50,200 50,700 51,300 51,800 52,200 52,700 53,200 53,600 54,000 54,400 54,900 55,300 55,600 56,000 56,300 56,600 56,900 57,200 57,500 57,700 58,000


Total 97,000 98,100 99,100 100,100 101,000 101,900 102,800 103,700 104,600 105,400 106,200 107,000 107,800 108,400 109,100 109,700 110,400 110,900 111,500 112,000 112,600


Source: Office for National Statistics.  Presented by: Kent Analytics, Kent County Council 
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Total Population forecast
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Sheet

		Parish (Parish Ward)
(purple font indicates no contested elections or by elections from May 2019 to Aug 2025)		Current number of Councillors		Electorate as at February 2026		2019 - contested or uncontested (purple font indicates no contested elections or by elections from May 2019 to Feb 2026)		Vacancies / By-elections - contested or uncontested 2019-2023 (purple font indicates no contested elections or by elections from May 2019 to Feb 2026)		2023 - contested or uncontested (purple font indicates no contested elections or by elections from May 2019 to Feb 2026)		Vacancies / By-elections - contested or uncontested 2023 to Feb 2026 (purple font indicates no contested elections or by elections from May 2019 to Feb 2026)

		Alkham		7		631		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Ash		11		2780		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		8 vacancies, 0 elections

		Aylesham		9		4892		Uncontested		5 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		5 vacancies, 1 election (contested)

		Capel-Le-Ferne		9		1652		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Deal (Middle Deal Ward)		5		5057		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Deal (Mill Hill Ward)		5		5938		Contested		1 vacancy, 1 election (contested)		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Deal (North Deal Ward)		5		4856		Contested		1 vacancy, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Denton with Wootton		5		294		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Dover (Buckland Ward)		4		5206		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Dover (Maxton and Elms Vale Ward)		2		2900		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Dover (Rokesley Ward)		1		469		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Dover (St Radigund`s Ward)		4		4571		Contested		3 vacancies, 2 elections (contested)		Contested		1 vacancy, 1 election (contested)

		Dover (Tower Hamlets Ward)		2		2813		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		1 vacancy, 1 election (contested)

		Dover (Town and Castle Ward)		5		5755		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Eastry		11		1924		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 0 elections

		Eythorne (Barfrestone Ward)		1		41		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Eythorne (Eythorne Ward)		10		1915		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		2 vacancy, 0 elections

		Goodnestone		5		309		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 1 election (uncontested)		Contested		2 vacancies, 0 elections

		Great Mongeham		7		588		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Guston		7		677		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Hougham Without		7		390		Re-run as inquorate (uncontested)		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Langdon		7		487		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Lydden		9		635		Uncontested		11 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 0 elections

		Nonington		7		705		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections

		Northbourne		7		558		Uncontested		3 vacancies, 1 election (contested)		Uncontested		5 vacancies, 1 election (uncontested)

		Preston		7		741		Contested		3 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Ringwould with Kingsdown		9		1709		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		9 vacancies, 0 elections

		Ripple		5		289		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections

		River		10		3002		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections

		Sandwich (Sandwich North Ward)		8		2177		Contested		4 vacancies, 2 elections (contested)		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Sandwich (Sandwich South Ward)		8		2199		Contested		2 vacancies, 2 elections (contested)		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Coldred Ward)		3		147		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Shepherdswell with Coldred (Shepherdswell Ward)		9		1411		Uncontested		6 vacancies, 3 elections (1 contested, 2 uncontested)		Contested		1 vacancies, 0 elections

		Sholden (Hyton Ward)		2		669		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Sholden (Sholden Ward)		4		915		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Sholden (Tenants Hill Ward)		1		92		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		St Margaret`s-At-Cliffe		9		2173		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections

		Staple		7		458		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Stourmouth		5		229		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections

		Sutton		7		622		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Temple Ewell		12		1381		Re-run as inquorate (uncontested)		1 vacancy, 0 elections		Uncontested		6 vacancies, 0 elections

		Tilmanstone		5		281		Uncontested		8 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		3 vacancies, 0 elections

		Walmer (Gladstone Ward)		2		776		Uncontested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Walmer (Lower Walmer, St Saviour`s Ward)		3		1274		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Walmer (Lower Walmer, Wellington Ward)		5		2354		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 1 election (contested)		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Walmer (Upper Walmer Ward)		5		2191		Uncontested		5 vacancies, 1 election (contested)		Contested		0 vacancies, 0 elections

		Whitfield		14		5154		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections

		Wingham		9		1442		Uncontested		4 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections

		Woodnesborough		9		1019		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Worth (Sandwich Bay Ward)		2		143		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections

		Worth (Worth Village Ward)		5		661		Uncontested		2 vacancies, 0 elections		Uncontested		1 vacancy, 0 elections
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Community Governance Review 2026

Terms of Reference

The Council has resolved to undertake a Community Governance Review (CGR) of its parishes
across the district.

In undertaking the Review, the Council will be guided by

e Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007

e therelevant parts of the Local Government Act 1972

e Guidance on Community Governance Reviews issued in accordance with section 100(4) of the
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 by the Department of
Communities and Local Government and the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England in March 2010

and the following regulations which guide, in particular, consequential matters arising from the
Review:

e Local Government (Parishes and Parish Councils) (England) Regulations 2008
e |ocal Government Finance (New Parishes) Regulations 2008

The 2007 Act has transferred powers to the principal councils which previously, under the Local
Government Act 1997, had been shared with the Electoral Commission’s Boundary Committee for
England.

Section 81 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 requires the
Council to publish its Terms of Reference in a Review.

This document is being published on our Community Governance Review webpage at
www.dover.gov.uk/elections. It will also be available to view at the Council Offices, White Cliffs
Business Park, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3PJ and a copy of the document is being sent to Kent County
Council.

What is a Community Governance Review?

A community governance review is the process used to consider parish arrangements. A review can
cover the whole or part of the district area and can consider the following:

e the electoral arrangements for parishes (the ordinary year of election; council size; the number
of councillors to be elected to the council, and parish warding)

e the naming of parishes

e grouping parishes under a common parish council or de-grouping parishes and

e creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes.

The council must ensure that community governance within the review area reflects the identities
and interests of the community, and is effective and convenient.

NB: Town councils are referred to as parish councils in electoral law; they will therefore also be
included in this Community Governance Review as a ‘parish’ council.



http://www.dover.gov.uk/elections



Why is the Council undertaking a Community Governance Review at this time?

The Council believes parish councils play an important role in terms of community empowerment
at the local level. With Local Government Reorganisation coming shortly and parish elections due
in 2027, the Council wants to ensure parish governance in our district continues to be robust,
representative and enabled to meet the challenges that lie before it. Furthermore, it wants to
ensure there is clarity and transparency to the areas that parish councils represent.

The Council wants to ensure that the electoral arrangements of parishes —the allocations of
councillors — are appropriate, equitable and readily understood by their electorate.

Areas to be reviewed

The CGR will cover the entire local authority area for Dover District Council and will consider the
following:

1. the allocation of councillors to each area

CGR'’s can cover other changes, including changing the name of parishes or wards, changing parish
boundaries, grouping, ungrouping, warding, merging, creating or abolishing parishes. These will not
be considered during this review due to the upcoming Local Government Reorganisation which is
based on the parishes as they are currently, and not as they would be if anything were to change as
part of the review. Only the allocation of councillors will be considered at this time.

Who will undertake the Review?

Dover District Council is statutorily responsible for carrying out the review. The consultations will
be undertaken by the Electoral Services Team and results reported to the Council’s Electoral
Matters Committee.

The Electoral Matters Committee will make recommendations arising from the review to full
Council, and formal decisions on those recommendations will be made by full Council in
accordance with the Council’s constitution.

Contact details for the review are: Electoral Services Team — 01304 872344 elections@dover.gov.uk

This ‘Terms of Reference’ document lays out the aims of the review and the policies the Council
considers important.

Representations

The Council welcomes representations from any person or body wishing to comment or make
proposals on the allocation of councillors to each area. Representations should be submitted via
the Community Governance Review webpage at www.dover.gov.uk/elections , by email to
elections@dover.gov.uk , or in writing to Electoral Services (CGR), Council Offices, White Cliffs
Business Park, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3PJ.

The Council will also consult by writing to Kent County Council and the Local Government
Boundary Commission for England, writing to all parish councils within the CGR area, publicising
the review on the council’s website, ‘Keep Me Posted’ emails and general press releases.

In accordance with the Act, representations received in connection with the Review will be
considered, and steps will be taken to notify consultees of the outcome of the Review.



mailto:elections@dover.gov.uk
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Electorate Forecasts

The Council has used the Register of Electors of February 2026 in providing the existing parish /
parish ward electorate figures. These are presented in Appendix 1 along with electorate forecasts.

Please see Appendix 2 for details of contested and uncontested elections from 2019 to 2026.
Timetable

Please see timetable at the end of this document.

Parish councillors

The Council will take into account considerations of being equitable in a similar way to the
allocation of councillors in warded parishes and which is described below.

What considerations cover the number of parish councillors?

The Council notes the number of parish councillors for each parish council shall not be less than
five. There is no maximum number. There are no rules relating to the allocations of councillors.
However, each parish grouped under a common parish council must have at least one parish
councillor.

The government’s guidance is “each area should be considered on its own merits, having regard to
its population, geography and the pattern of communities,” and therefore the Council is prepared to
pay particular attention to:

e existing levels of representation,
e the broad pattern of existing council sizes which have stood the test of time and
e the take-up of seats at elections in its consideration of this matter.

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) published guidance on the suggested number of
councillors to be allocated depending on the size of the electorate (see table below). They
recommend the minimum number of councillors should be 7 and the maximum 25.

Electors Councillors Electors Councillors
Up to 900 7 10,400 17
1,400 8 11,900 18
2,000 9 13,500 19
2,700 10 15,200 20
3,500 11 17,000 21
4,400 12 18,900 22
5,400 13 20,900 23
6,500 14 23,000 24
7,700 15 over 23,000 25

9,000 16





In parishes where there has been a history of uncontested elections and/or the need to co-opt
members to fill vacancies, the Council will consider whether the present levels of representation
are appropriate or whether there is a “democratic surplus” in a parish. See Appendix 2 for records
of contested elections against each parish / parish ward.

By law, the principal council must have regard to the following factors when considering the
number of councillors to be elected for the parish:

e the number of local government electors for the parish

e anychange in that number which is likely to occur in the period of five years beginning with the
day when the review starts.

The number of councillors to be elected for parish wards.

The Council has noted itis required to have regard to the following when considering the number of
councillors to be elected for each ward:

e the number of local government electors for the parish

e anychange in the number, or distribution, of the local government electors which is likely to
occur in the period of five years beginning with the day when the review starts.

The government has advised, and this Council concurs “itis an important democratic principle that
each person’s vote should be of equal weight so far as possible, having regard to other legitimated
competing factors, when it comes to the elections of councillors.”

While there is no provision in legislation that each parish councillor should represent, as nearly as
may be, the same number of electors, the Council considers itis notin the interests of effective
and convenient local government, either for voters or councillors, to have significant differences in
levels of representation between different parish wards.

The Council is likewise anxious to avoid the risk, where one or more wards of a parish are over-
represented by councillors. The residents of those wards (and their councillors) could be perceived
as having more influence than others on the council. During the Review process and in its
consultations, the Council is committed to consistently showing the ratios of electors to
councillors that would result from its proposals.

The foregoing considerations of being equitable will also guide the Council when it considers the
number of councillors to be elected to a common council by each parish within a grouping
arrangement.

Reorganisation of Community Governance Orders and Commencement

If any changes are made, the Review will be completed when the Council adopts the
Reorganisation of Community Governance Order.

Copies of this Order, the map(s) that show the effects of the order, and the document(s) which set
out the reasons for the decisions the Council has taken (including where it has decided to make no
change following a Review) will be deposited at the Council’s offices, website, and contact points.

In accordance with the guidance issued by the government, the Council will issue maps to illustrate
each recommendation at a scale that will not normally be smaller than 1:10,000. These maps will





be deposited with the Secretary of State at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government and at the Council’s office at Whitfield. Prints will also be supplied, in accordance
with regulations, to Ordnance Survey, the Registrar General, the Land Registry, the Valuation Office
Agency, the Boundary Commission for England and the Local Government Boundary Commission
for England.

Any financial and administrative provisions of the reorganisation order will be come into force on 1
April 2027.

The electoral arrangements for existing parish councils will come into force at the next local
government elections, due to be held on Thursday 6 May 2027, with the new administrations taking
office from Monday 10 May 2027.





Timetable (meeting dates provisional and subject to change)

Stage What happens? Timescales Potential
Meeting Dates
Pre-Consultation | Terms of Reference to Full Council to 28 January 2026
Stage be agreed & powers given to EMC to
deal with the CGR (if required)
Commencement | Terms of Reference are published 9 February 2026
Stage 1 Initial submissions are invited 8 weeks
9 Feb to 2 April
Stage 2 Consideration of submissions 5 weeks EMC meetings —
received. Draft proposals are prepared | 7 Aprilto 15 May 13, 20 & 27 April,
for EMC to debate and recommend to 5 May
full Council. Full Council -
13 May 2026
Stage 3 Draft Recommendations are 12 weeks
published, and consultation begins 18 May - 7 August
Stage 4 Consideration of submissions 10 weeks EMC meetings —
received — Final Recommendations 10 August-16 7,14, 28
are debated by EMC and passed onto | October September, 5, 12
Full Council to vote on. October
Full Council -
21 October 2026
Final Recommendations are 22 October 2026
published, concluding the review
Stage 5 Council Resolves to make the At least one month | Additional Full
Community Governance after Final Council meeting
Reorganisation Order. Order to be Recommendations | 25 November
completed, sealed and signed and are published. 2026
sent to relevant agencies, including
LGBCE.
Publish 2027 Register of Electors 1 December 2026
based on existing arrangements.
Stage 6 Elections to all parish councils under | 6 May 2027
existing and new arrangements where
necessary.
Councillors elected on 6 May 2027 10 May 2027

take office.

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THESE TERMS OF REFERENCE

MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2026
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Dear Town/Parish Clerk

Community Governance Review

A Community Governance Review is the legal process used to consider parish arrangements, as
outlined in the Local Government and Public Involvement Health Act 2007 (“the 2007 Act”) The
Council has a duty to keep parish arrangements under review and the means to do this is by running a
Community Governance Review (CGR). The main aim of this CGR is to ensure that the towns/parishes
in our area remain robust, representative and able to meet the challenges that lay before them.
Furthermore, the Council needs to ensure that there is clarity and transparency to the areas that
town/parish councils represent.

Any changes arising from a CGR must allow for enough time to be implemented prior to the scheduled
town/parish council elections in May 2027.

Dover District Council considered the terms of reference for the CGR at its meeting held on 28 January
2026. In setting the Terms of Reference, the Council considered the views of the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) and the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England (LGBCE) in conducting a CGR. The MHCLG has confirmed that Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) for our area will be based on a mixture of parish, district and county boundaries.
This is different to the assumption that we had been operating under when initially planning the CGR
that parish boundaries would not be used as building blocks in the development of the LGR

proposals.

The Structural Changes Order (SCO) which sets in law the changes to be made is currently expected
for September, although an announcement in respect of the chosen unitary model is expected from
the MHCLG in ‘early summer’, which will provide clarity as to what, if any, boundary changes may be
needed for the unitary. Due to this information, running a CGR now that includes options to amend
internal or external boundaries, warding, grouping, ungrouping or abolishing parishes raises the
potential risk of conflicting with LGR proposals in this area.

Dover District Council made the decision at its meeting held on 28 January 2026 to hold the
Community Governance Review (CGR) based upon the number of councillors allocated to each town
and parish council/ council ward. This does not interfere with LGR and can be accommodated in
plenty of time for the 2027 parish elections. In acknowledgement that a full CGR is not being
conducted, the requirement to hold a full CGR including options to amend wards, groupings and
internal and external boundaries will be included on the Implementation Plan to be taken forward by
the new unitary authority.





The Elections Team will be administering the CGR on behalf of Dover District Council and will report
the results of the consultation to the Electoral Matters Committee for them to make their
recommendations to Full Council.

Your Council’s input during the review would be welcomed - your councillors are in the best position
to know if changes are needed. There are some guided questions included in this information to help
you to discuss the options available and decide whether you wish to recommend any changes for
DDC to consider. If you do not wish to make any changes to your councillor numbers, please respond
to the review with this information, to ensure your views are considered.

As mentioned previously, the aim of the CGR is to look at the levels of representation at each council
and compare current levels to those recommended by the National Association of Local Councils
(NALC). Details are given for comparison in Appendix 1.

Draft recommendations will be decided by Full Council based on the results of the initial
consultation. At that stage you will be able to comment on the proposals put forward and your
reasons for agreeing / disagreeing with them. A copy of the Terms of Reference for the review has
been included for your information, which includes a draft timetable and details of how to respond.

If you require any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the Elections
Team using the details below. We will always help where we can.

Kind regards

=

Tracy Gibbs
Electoral Services Manager
Elections Team Helpline: 01304 872344 Email: elections@dover.gov.uk

NALC recommended councillor numbers:

Electors Councillors Electors Councillors
Up to 900 7 10,400 17
1,400 8 11,900 18
2,000 9 13,500 19
2,700 10 15,200 20
3,500 11 17,000 21
4,400 12 18,900 22
5,400 13 20,900 23
6,500 14 23,000 24
7,700 15 over 23,000 25

9,000 16



mailto:elections@dover.gov.uk



Guided Questions — Community Governance Review

Town/Parish Council

Should the number of councillors on your existing council be changed?

If yes, please indicate what the proposed number of councillors should be and the reasons for
the proposal.

Please refer to NALC’s recommended councillor levels and electorates detailed in Appendix 1,
and the list of uncontested elections and vacancies in Appendix 2. A copy of the NALC numbers
can be found in the document above and in the Terms of Reference.

Points for consideration:

e Do you struggle to find people to stand as candidates?

e Do you have a lot of vacancies and uncontested elections?

e Do you struggle to staff your committees due to low councillor numbers?

e Do you struggle to remain quorate?

e Has population growth in your area increased the amount of time you have to spend on
council work?

e Willincreasing or decreasing your councillor numbers lead to less elections? (Elections
should be taking place every 4 years; if elections are continually uncontested and
vacancies continually co-opted, it could be argued that there is a ‘democratic surplus’ of
councillors and reducing the number of seats would improve this.)







The Electoral Registration Officer is the Data Controller. For further information relating to the processing
of personal data you should refer to the privacy notice on the website here.

This e-mail, including any attachments, is intended for the above addressee(s) only and may contain marked material up to RESTRICTED
and should be handled accordingly.

If you are not the intended recipient (or authorised to receive it on behalf of the addressee), please notify the sender immediately by return
e-mail and then delete the message without copying it or disclosing it to anyone.

Precautions have been taken to ensure that this is a virus-free message but recipients are responsible for carrying out their own checks.
This Council accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to any hardware, software or data resulting from this e-mail.

All GCSx (Government Connects Secure Extranet) traffic may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant
legislation.

Dover District Council is a data controller under GDPR. Our privacy notice at www.dover.gov.uk/privacy explains how we use and share
personal information and protect your privacy and rights.


https://www.dover.gov.uk/Website/Privacy-and-Cookies.aspx

