North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 18 September 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries – Clerk
                        

                         
36. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Farrell and Henning.  

37.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
       There were no issues raised.

38. Ward Councillors Update
      There was no update

39 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 July 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
40. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· Bench seat - councillor Duell was liaising with Mr Malloy to progress this matter.
· Bus Services – a meeting had been held, minutes of which could be circulated. It was agreed the Parish Council should be more involved in this issue. It was noted that the Q3 service would be stopping in its current form with it only servicing east side of the Great Park and Brunton Park. There was a 49 rush hour service. And the X47 replaced the Q3 on the West side of the Great Park. Members were of the opinion that smaller buses were needed through Brunton Park as the Q3 was too heavy. 
41. Scout Hut Lease
[bookmark: _Hlk162174675]       The Chair reported that the Scout Group was happy with the Parish Council’s 
       suggested amendment to the draft lease.

42. Grounds Maintenance
      Further to the interest expressed by the WI regarding maintenance of the 
      planters, it was noted that the WI were not able to take on maintenance of the 
      planters in their entirety but were suggesting working together to obtain     
      sponsorship etc. 

      Members received a price from Grass Box for grass cutting only. Members 
      agreed to the setting up of a sub-committee to explore the options for the 
      grounds maintenance required and report back to the next meeting.
       Membership: Councillors Burnett, Duell, Loftus and Spencer
   
43. Financial Matters
      Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and NALC.
      A Grant Aid request was received from Coquet Concert Band to perform a 
      Christmas Concert at St. Aidan’s Church on Saturday 7 December 2024.

      It was Agreed: to approve £300 Grant Aid to Coquet Concert Band 
                                                                                             
44.  Planning Matters      
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/1341/01/HOU
	11 Davenport Drive: 2 storey side extension, single storey rear extension and loft conversion with dormer window extension and 3 new roof lights to rear.
	No objection

	2024/1289/01/TPO
	7 Melrose Close: TPO application Swedish Whitebeam tree – fell TPO 2008/003
	No objection

	2024/1226/01/HOU
	16 Westwood Road: erection of 2 storey side ad rear extensions and single storey rear extension.
	No objection

	2024/1126/01/HOU
	24 Barmoor Drive: erection of single storey extension to rear with balcony above
	No objection


        

           The Chair referred to the HMO application in respect of a property in 
Featherstone Grove, suggesting procedural irregularities and had written to the Chief Executive and Director of Housing and Communities at Newcastle City Council. The response he received stated that all planning applications were dealt with on their own merits.  A discussion ensued relating to some councils declaring an area A4D to restrict HMOs. Members also considered developing a Neighbourhood Plan but felt this would not resolve the problem. It was agreed to seek interest from local residents to progress this issue.


45. Matters raised by Members
· The Community Centre was holding an Autumn Fair. The Club room was to be re-carpeted.
· There had been no response regarding Clarington Mews residents inconsiderate parking.
· Members discussed a draft template for the survey of roads and footpaths. It was to be amended for the next meeting.
· A meeting had been held with the Consortium regarding dedication of highways.
· Some of the trees at the junction GNR and Melton Park had been trimmed but more was needed to provide motorists with better sight lines.
Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for 16 October 2024
