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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th April 2014 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, N Thom, P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
2867.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Community Warden Lee Kidd & PCSO Julia Ghost
2868.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  Cllr Venning agenda item 13 b) minute no.2879.b)


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
2869.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2014: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2870.   Matters Arising: See Clerk's Report.
2871.   Planning Application: (Previously circulated to Cllrs)


14/00331/AS  Hunts Hill Farm – Certificate of Lawful development – Existing – Conversion of barn to residential dwelling.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application and ask that ABC enforces the S106 Agreement.
2872.
To plan the Site Submissions Consultation: Arranged for Friday 25th April between 3 and 8pm.  Agreed to tell the School, Church, Website and Community Market.  Clerk to organise rota.
2873.
To agree that the Clerk's salary be increased to the next pay scale from 1st April 2014, an increase of 37p per hour but to decrease the hours allotted to the Caretaker Scheme from 15 per month to 5.  Clerk explained that the Caretaker Scheme runs smoothly now and doesn't require so much input.  Cllrs agreed to this but to review this arrangement in 6 months time.
2874.
To discuss KALC Membership & Training Survey:  The Chairman asked for Cllrs comments so that this could be completed at the meeting.
2875.
Emergency Plan Update:  Cllr Homewood reported that this was coming together well and should be put on the agenda for next month when she will have further information.
2876.
Discuss Highways drainage issues & resolve to send a list of outstanding problems to KCC highways: It was agreed that the whole village has problems especially with blocked pipes between drains.  Resolved that Clerk should report to Highways.
2877.
To discuss the Community Infrastructure Levy:  Chairman explained that with CIL the money would go to the villages concerned.  This is being discussed at the Parish Forum meeting coming up.  Cllrs agreed to support that CIL be adopted by Ashford Borough Council.
2878.
To discuss & decide upon joining a Rural Sounding Board:  The email concerning this had been circulated to Cllrs beforehand when Cllr Venning had put his name forward.  This was accepted.
2879.   Correspondence:


a) Victim Support – Request for a donation.  Clerk reported that the Council usually donated £100 every other year.  After a short discussion it was agreed to donate £50 this year with a view to donating the same amount each year.


b)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual subscription £35.  Agreed.


c)  KALC Annual Subscription £336.54 plus £73.31vat, same as last year.  Agreed.


For noting:

d)  Kent Men of the Trees – Receipt for Annual Subscription


e)  KCC – Overgrown Vegetation – Put in Notice Boards and Outlook on Oxney.


f)  ABC – Dark Skies Supplementary Planning Document Public Consultation. Noted.
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g)  Mr & Mrs King – Asking for confirmation of Grave Space – Confirmed.


h)  PKF Littlejohn – Notice of Annual Audit - 9th June 2014.


i)   ABC – Sealed Lease for the Village Green.



Previously circulated:

 j)  Kent Men of The Trees – Arbor Winter Spring 2014     k)  Oast to Coast – Spring 2014


l)   ABC – Parish Forum notes of 22nd January 2014.     m) Clerks & Councils Direct.


Forwarded by E-mail:  


n)  Clerks and Councils  Direct.
2880.   Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:  


i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.  To note that £2,826.61 has been transferred to the Caretaker Account to make it balance, as agreed.

ii)  End of Year Statement & Receipts and Payments Account – to be ratified at the next meeting.


iii) To agree to carry over certain amounts for certain projects. See attached, agreed.


iv) To agree that Clerk continues to write cheques for the routine monthly payments as before.  Agreed


v)  To approve Clerk's expenses from 1st October 2013 to 31st March 2014 at £219.97 plus £14.66 VAT totalling £234.63.  Agreed.

b) Planning: 


    Decisions received:  None
At this point the meeting was adjourned as the Borough Councillor requested that he be allowed to ask a question now as he had to leave the meeting early.  


c)  Highways  - It was asked that a notice with regard to the closure of The Street at Ham Green be placed at The Triangle end of The Street to give advance warning.

d)  Footpaths – Application form received from the Borough Councillor to apply for funding towards KCCs surfacing of AT77A.  Cllrs agreed that the balance of £480 which we hold under the donations/grants heading be given towards this as well.  Apple trees have been grubbed out in some of the local orchards but will be replanted in due course.  Two new posts have been put in to keep walkers on the correct path through one of the orchards and have been waymarked.

e)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lewis asked that the damaged and broken branches on the oak trees on Coronation be removed and the grafitti be removed on the Half MUGA tarmac.


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Clerk had contacted the Malletts Land Agent with regard to the Cemetery extension.  It was agreed that a meeting be arranged between him and the Finance Committee to discuss it further.  Clerk had checked with ABC Planning department.  A full planning application will be required for change of use.
2881.  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i)  KALC meeting 26th March -  Minutes had already been circulated


ii) Village Hall Management Committee – The outside lighting has been refurbished and a recent quiz night had raised £926.  Wittersham Film Society update - £6,000 still required.  Grants are being applied for.

2882.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
2883.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  Clerk reported that unfortunately Mark Craig couldn't attend.  It 
was suggested that it be held before our next meeting at 7.30pm on 13th May 2014.  All agreed.
2884.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  13th May 2014 following the Annual Parish Meeting. 
2885.
Items for information: 


a)  Now that ABC has confirmed that the address of the three houses at the back of the Sweatmans site development will be Owen Court it was agreed that notice of this be put in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.


b)  Clerk read out the report from the Community Warden.
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c)  Clerk read out the report from the PCSO.  Cllr Thom informed the meeting that the Community Warden's report is on the website and asked whether it would be possible to put this one on too.  Clerk to check.


d)  Cllr Homewood suggested that the flag of St. George be flown on 23rd April.  She has one that could be used. Cllrs agreed.  Cllr Lewis offered to give the Council the flag of St. David to be flown on 1st March each year for which he was thanked.

The meeting closed at 21.55hrs

