

DRAFT

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 20th JULY 2023 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), J Elliott (Chairman), D Holmes, S Merritt, C Mowat, A Sellick                             	P Bainbridge (Clerk)

Also in attendance: Somerset Council Councillor F Nicholson, Mr I Anderson from Citizen Advice West Somerset							       
Members of the Public: 5
Public Question Time: A member of the public spoke in reference to item 7 on the agenda seeking support in cutting the grass in the churchyard. A member of the public spoke about possible support to fund a community activity to bring people together now the shop has closed and a request to repeat the defibrillator training.
1. Apologies accepted: Cllr P Heard
Apologies Received: Somerset Council Cllr S Pugsley
2. Declarations of interest: Mr C Mowat Item 9c
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
i. It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting on 25th May were a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman at the meeting. 
ii. It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting on 6th July were a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman at the meeting.
The Clerk informed that the approved minutes from March 9th Item 6dii should have read Clerk’s Wages March & April not January & February. 
4. Co-option to fill Councillor Vacancy – The notice of councillor vacancy had produced no call to hold an election. Cllr S Baker proposed Mr Charles Mowat which was seconded by Cllr D Holmes and unanimously agreed. Cllr Mowat signed the declaration of the acceptance of office in the presence of the Clerk.
5. Election of Vice Chair – Cllr Sellick proposed Cllr Baker, seconded by Cllr Holmes. Cllr Baker was duly elected as Vice Chair.
6. Citizens Advice (West Somerset) – Ian Anderson the chief executive of the organisation talked to those present and handed out information and statistics on their work in providing free advice and support in the old West Somerset area to help access benefits, debt, budgeting, resisting eviction etc., supporting persons often needing assistance with multiple issues. Outreach offices in Williton and Dulverton plus other locations and telephone access is also provided to help those who are digitally excluded. Paid professional personnel as well as volunteers provide advice. The service is funded by donations.
It was proposed by Cllr Holmes and seconded by Cllr Mowat to support their work with a donation of £100 which was unanimously approved. A cheque for £100 will be sent to Citizens Advice (West Somerset).
7. Churchyard Maintenance Grant – A request had been received and a member of the Parochial Church Council outlined the current practice and the costs involved. C Mowat proposed £100 and S Merrit seconded and it was unanimously agreed to support the grass cutting at St Mary’s Brompton Ralph. 
8. Matters Outstanding - Grass Cutting – Cllr Mowat agreed to carrying on cutting the grass as a volunteer. Finding the necessary further training opportunity to work near the highway is limited. SC Cllr Nicholson suggested the Highways Steward might be able to cut the roadside edges until the training has been undertaken. The Clerk will submit requests as necessary and report back. 
9.  Planning
Planning Applications for Comment/Received
a 02/23/006 Removal of post box, replacement of shop front and door with removal of shop sign Beers, Forches Cross to Brompton Ralph, Brompton Ralph, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2RU – no comment.
b CMA/02/23/001 Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of use from Commercial, Business and Service (Use Class E) to Dwellinghouses (Use Class C3) – no comment.
Planning Applications Registered
Cllr Mowat left the room
c 3/02/23/007 Application for prior notification of an agricultural track Little Parks Farm, Gandstone Cross to Parks Lane, Brompton Ralph – it was decided to submit comments about the increase in large traffic accessing the track as widening the visibility splays was also required and whether there is an agricultural need.
Cllr Mowat returned.
d NMA/02/23/001 Application for a Non-Material Amendment to application 3/02/22/002 for amendments to block/landscape plan to include an outdoor swimming pool Pleasant View, Parish Quarry Road, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2SA – no comment.
Planning Applications Awaiting Decision
e 3/02/23/003 Erection of one and a half storey rear extension Long Paddocks, Pitsford Hill, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RR
f 3/02/23/001 Erection of two storey front extension and porch plus single storey rear extension with balcony at Shodden Farm, Ford Road, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RW
g 3/02/21/001 Erection of 1 No. agricultural workers dwelling and garage Sandpit Meadows, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT
10.  Finance 
a. Payments for Approval – S Baker proposed and d Holmes seconded and the following payments                          were unanimously approved and the cheques signed at the meeting.
Clerk’s wages July & August @ £154.17 each (including payments to HMRC PAYE)
b. Payment Already Made - Wivey Cares - £150 (Agenda Item May Meeting Item: 8d)  
c. Bank Reconciliation – 30th June 2023 Balance £13,457.64 was checked against the bank statement and signed by A Sellick.
d. Receipts – Somerset Council Precept - £4,369.00
11. Roads and Traffic Issues – Reports of drains blocked including near Glebe Farm to be reported to the Highway Steward. Concerns again about the Rooks Nest drain that continues to block up.  Reminder that people can use Somerset Council’s website to report a problem. To identify drains that need jetting when the funding becomes available next time as this is not work routinely undertaken by Somerset Council. 
12. Local Community Network – The first meeting of the new Exmoor Area LCN in June was attended by the Vice Chair and the Clerk. The pilot had focused on highways. The scope has now been broadened focusing on key areas, economic regeneration, transport, social care etc. The LCN’s are an opportunity for Somerset Council to hear the priorities and concerns from the public. The LCN will look at the skillset available to help develop ideas. The next meeting is on Thursday 7th September at Moorland Hall, Cutcombe.
13. Brompton Ralph Post Box – Chair left the meeting to deal with a telephone call. With the planned removal of the post box from outside the now closed shop it was agreed to submit a proposal to the Post Office to have a new post box situated on the triangle. However, there is no guarantee that a new post box will be installed. The Chair returned.
14. Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) Grant Funding – A discussion was held about whether it was thought possible the wellbeing grant funding available could be accessed to develop an activity or meeting opportunity to help bring the community together following the closure of the shop. Expression of interest had already been received from the public on this matter. It was agreed that a working group including members of the public with Cllr Mowat would look at ideas to submit an application to SALC.
15. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – A bag containing defibrillator training equipment had been returned and left in the telephone box. The items would have formed part of the package when the defibrillator was purchased. It was agreed to donate these items to Wiveliscombe Community First Responders. A request for defibrillator training had been received from a member of the public and the Clerk will organise this. A VAT reclaim of £124.60 had been submitted for the financial year 2022/23. A confirmation of Exempt Status had been received from the external auditors PKF Littlejohn for the year 2022/23. Correspondence from Wivey Cares expressing thanks for the donation had been received and from Somerset Electrical Services for the appreciation that the Parish Council had sent to the support they gave in moving the defibrillator at no cost to the Council. Email and telephone call requesting support discussed in agenda items 7 and 13.
16. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – none
17. Date of next meeting - Thursday 21st September 2023 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 9.19 pm.
Chair:						Signed as a true and correct record
Date: 
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