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Cerne Valley Parish Council
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting
Date: Monday 12 January 2026
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: Godmanstone Village Hall

Present
Fred Horsington (Chair), Jacqui Bolt (Vice-Chair), Karen Burghart, Wendy Coward, Mike Keating, Linda Prowse, Yasmeen Moore (Clerk)

In attendance
Members of the public - 0
Gordon Bishop – Co - opted to Burial Ground Extension Sub Committee

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Caroline Paul, Steve Beresford, Helen Brown and Paul Ralph.
 
Council accepted apologies for all named councillors except Caroline Paul as it was noted that attendance at Parish meetings had not taken place since June 2025. 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary and Other Interests
Mike Keating declared an interest in matters relating to Simsay Fields.
Fred Horsington declared an interest in the allotment field.
No other declarations were made.

3. Confirmation of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 November 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2025 were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair.

4. Parish Council Matters Arising
Matters arising were covered under subsequent agenda items.

5. Update from the Chair
The Chair noted that he will provide an update on Burial Ground Extension under item 8f.










6. Public Discussion Period
Flooding concerns at Abbey Street were raised, particularly regarding water levels being affected by boards installed near the pond.
A letter from a resident to Dorset Council and the Environment Agency was noted. The Council agreed that: 
FH proposed that a site meeting with Dorset Council Highways and the Environment Agency should take place.  LP seconded, all agreed. JB will attend this meeting as the Chair of Footpaths and Environment Committee.

7. Dorset Council Report
No formal report was received this month. 

8. Committee Reports and Actions
a. Allotments (KB)
· The small polytunnel has deteriorated beyond repair and requires replacement.
· Costs discussed:
· Replacement frame and cover approx. £150
· Full small polytunnel approx. £300
· Clearance of the lower allotment area was proposed, including hire of a mini‑digger (around £112/weekend) and potential skip hire.
· Proposed:
· To fund replacement of the small polytunnel using remaining CIL funds (£300).
· To approve up to £750 from allotment reserves for clearance works, including digger hire.
· LP Proposed, FH seconded. All agreed. Proposal carried unanimously.
b. Burial Ground (PR)
A written report was received covering:
· Recent and forthcoming interments
· Memorial works and requests
· Tree and path maintenance, including a quote from Hardy Tree Surgeons
· Ongoing inspections following a recent collapse requiring backfill
· Volunteer work and repairs completed


c. Car Park (LP)
· Hedge laying works were completed successfully with strong community involvement.
· Gaps posing risks to children and dogs have been addressed.
· Minor remedial work remains; overall condition improved.
d. Children’s Play Park
· Committee membership changes were noted following a resignation.
· Mike Keating and Linda Prowse remain on the committee. Mike Keating volunteered to become Chair subject to formal agreement under agenda item 10.
· Wendy Coward offered to join, subject to formal agreement under agenda item 10.
· Inspection regime for the children’s play area was queried and will be reviewed before the end of February.
e. Footpaths and Environment (JB)
· Drainage issues logged with Dorset Council; some works completed.
· Several hedges and Snickets were discussed, including concerns about height restricting light. JB agreed to raise trimming and safety concerns with Dorset Council.
· Parking and verge damage near takeaway vans noted. JB agreed to log issues with Dorset Council.
· Residents driving over kerbs to access electric points on property was noted as a concern. JB agreed to liaise with DC re this issue and a potential solution. 
· Grit bin provision and road safety on hills was discussed. JB agreed to discuss with Dorset Council.
f. Burial Ground Extension (Change of Use) (FH)
· Update is expected pending receipt of further information from Dorset Council regarding Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). FH will update Council as soon as information received from Brian Twigg at Dorset Council.






g. Planning (FH)
Applications considered:
· P/HOU/2025/06503 – Francombe Farm Bungalow: Supported unanimously.
· P/FUL/2025/07204 – Church access works: Further clarification requested from the Vicar. FH agreed to contact Vicar for clarification
· P/NMA/2025/07392 – Noted for information.

9. Financial Update
a. Payments for Authorisation
The following payments were approved:
· Village Hall hire - £40
· HK Law (legal advice) – £2,219.80 + VAT £443.96
· Hedge works – £200
· Clerk training – £140 + VAT £28
· .gov.uk email/domain costs - £301.21
· Horse chestnut tree works - £250 + VAT £50
Resolved: All payments approved unanimously.

10. Agreement of Future Sub‑Committee Membership
Membership of committees was reviewed.
Further adjustments to be confirmed once absent members have been consulted.

11. Agreement of Dates for 2026 Full Parish Council Meetings
FH proposed dated. JB seconded. All dates agreed.

12. Agreement of 2026/27 Budget and Precept Request
FH proposed agreement of 2026/27 Budget and a Precept request of £28,950. LP seconded. All in favour. Clerk to submit precept request. 

13. Simsay Proposed Development
Item noted. Discussion deferred until any application is received by the Council.








14. Defibrillator
MK noted that new pads we required for the defibrillator before the end of the month. The cost of the pads is £123 +VAT. 
MK proposed we purchase these pads immediately from the reserves set aside for the Defibrillator. FH seconded. All agreed.

The potential need for the purchase of children’s pads was raised by the Clerk. MK agreed to approach the school to find out the situation with children’s pads 

15. Noticeboards
Dorset Council signage issues: an outdated information board was discussed. Options included refurbishment by Dorset Council - cost unknown, redesign at CVPV cost, or removal by Dorset Council. Members expressed a preference not to fund refurbishment and requested confirmation of any removal costs. LP agreed to check if removal will incur a cost. 

Viewpoint signage: Some village info is slightly out of date.  National Trust may update info about the Giant and surrounding area

16. Future Use of Telephone Kiosk
FH proposed that the future of the telephone kiosk should be decided at the Annual meeting of the Parish Council in May and that a notice should be placed on the noticeboard inviting the public to submit ideas. LP seconded. All agreed. 

LP to place notice on noticeboard.

17. Prescriptive Path Objection – Next Steps
FH proposed that the Parish Council await communication from the Tribunal and also await the decision of Mr and Mrs Pack before making any further decisions on this objection.
KB seconded. 5 in favour, 1 against.    

18. Date of Next Meeting
7pm on Thursday February 12th at Cerne Abbas Village Hall.
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