
Cerne Valley Parish Council
Draft Minutes of Meeting
Date: 25 March 2026
Location: Cerne Valley Village Hall
Time: 7pm

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from:
· Cllr Steve Beresford
· Jill Haynes
Resolved: Apologies accepted.

2. Declarations of Interest
· A declaration was made from Fred Horsington regarding the allotment field.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting (12 February 2026)
The minutes of 12th February 2026 were reviewed.
Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record.

4. Matters Arising
· Response e mail drafted by Helen Brown to a parishioner was discussed and proposed for agreement.
Resolved: Approved unanimously. Clerk to send response to Parishioner.

5. Chairman’s Update
· Thanks expressed from Chairman to Mike Keating for managing the car park honesty box.
· Update on dog fouling signage – Labels to be ordered to place on bins to let the public know these bins can also be used for dog poo bags.

6. Presentation – Wessex Water
Representatives delivered a presentation covering:
· Structure of the sewer network (approx. 50% private / 50% Wessex Water responsibility)
· Groundwater infiltration issues in chalk valleys
· Flooding events and mitigation measures
· Ongoing works including CCTV surveys and sewer relining
Key Points:
· Groundwater ingress is a major contributor to flooding.
· Private drainage systems significantly affect network performance.
· Reporting flooding incidents is critical for response planning.
· Ongoing programme of investigation and repair is in place.
Actions/Follow-ups:
· Wessex Water to share data and presentation.
· Parish encouraged to report all flooding incidents.
· Further collaboration with Dorset Council and Environment Agency.
Public Questions were taken regarding:
· Environmental impact of discharges
· Future planning and infrastructure capacity
· Issues with new developments and drainage compliance

7. Public Participation
· Resident expressed thanks for assistance during flooding events.
· Concerns raised regarding increased flooding frequency and future developments.

8. Dorset Council Report
· Report received via email from Jill Haynes.
Resolved: Noted.

9. Committee Reports
Allotments
· Invoices to be sent out via Scribe at the start of April
· Green waste disposal options under review.
· Positive response has been received regarding open gardens visiting the allotment site during the event and it is likely that this will go ahead.

Burial Ground
· The Chair thanked Paul Ralph for all of the ground work he has carried out with his volunteer group at the burial ground. 
· All memorial applications have been processed.
· Paul Ralph presented a new Waste management proposal:
Resolved:
· Hire:
· 1 × 240L general waste bin (£7.90 collection)
· 1 × 240L garden waste bin (£6.50 collection)
· Monthly collection agreed.

Car Park & Play Area
· Accessible picnic table to be installed.
· Bee habitat project with school going ahead.
· Parking on grass causing issues.
Resolved:
· Install signage prohibiting parking on grass.

Play Park
· Entrance ground repair required.
Resolved:
· Budget approved up to £400 for works to improve the ground at the entrance of the play park.

Footpaths & Environment
· School crossing request for red line is still under review.
· Snicket issue reviewed – no action from Dorset Council as they do not believe that there is an issue with height.

10. Planning – Burial Ground Extension
· The Council has been advised by the planning department that the application cannot proceed without archaeological surveys.
Resolved:
· Withdraw current application.
· Establish costs of surveys and commission required surveys if agreement on costs received from full council (desk-based and trench if needed).
· Reapply once completed.

11. Flood Working Group
Membership approved:
· Helen (Chair)
· Andrew (Flood Warden)
· Parish Council representative
· Logan Mills
· Philip Spray
· Karen Burghart
· Bob Foulser
Purpose:
· Work with Dorset Council, Environment Agency, and Wessex Water
· Assess flooding causes and mitigation options
Resolved: Approved.

12. Finance
Payments Approved:
· Paint for poles: £9.99
· Noticeboard magnets: £17.98
· Tree surgery: £1,980
· Grass cutting: £960
Total: £2,957.97
(VAT reclaimable: £490)
Resolved: Approved.

13. IT Policy
· New policy circulated.
Resolved: Adopted unanimously.

14. Maiden Newton Fire Station Closure
Resolved:
· Submit objection on grounds: 
· Importance to local area
· Emergency response coverage
· Minimal financial savings
· Clerk to submit objection 

15. Beaver Reintroduction Consultation
· Discussion held on risks vs environmental benefits.
Consensus:
· Concerns over lack of control and flood risk
· Benefits acknowledged but outweighed by uncertainty
Action: Submit response reflecting concerns.

16. Any Other Business
· None recorded.

17. Date of Next Meeting
May 14th 2026

Meeting Closed
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