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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th February 2014 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, D Lewis, N Thom, P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
2836.
Apologies & reasons for absence: None
2837.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
2838.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th January 2014: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2839.   Matters Arising:  No Clerk's written Report but she reported that the quote for the further repairs to the Lychgate has been accepted by the Loss Adjusters but no start date has yet been given.  Clerk to find this out and instructed to ask how long it would take.
2840.  To consider the following Planning Applications: The applications had been circulated to Cllrs   beforehand.


13/01413/AS  Furners Farmhouse, The Street – Erection of a garden building for storage & workshop & alterations to turning area of drive.  The Clerk read out a letter from the applicant. Cllrs agreed to fully support this application.

14/00072/AS  17 Coombelands – Erection of a single storey rear extension.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to fully support this application.

14/00075/AS  Budds House Cottage, Budds Lane – Application for removal of condition 5 (ancillary use to Budds Farm) following approval AS/87/0892 (Conversion & extension of generator house to form staff quarters)  Clerk had pointed out errors on the application form to the Planning Officer who was arranging to have it corrected.  These errors didn't affect the wording of the application.  After a discussion, when Cllrs concluded that there was no reason to object, they fully supported it.
2841.
To consider a Site Submissions Consultation: Due to Katy Wiseman's absence due to illness this item will be deferred to the next meeting when it is hoped she will have recovered.
2842. 
Local Needs Update:  Jennifer Shaw ABC responded that all the sites submitted will be assessed as part of the Strategic Housing & Employment Land Availability Assessment which is due to be completed during the spring so she doesn't know which sites will be allocated for housing and/or employment.  Giles Holloway responded that if a planning application were made the Planning Office could not support it because the Highway consultation would not be favourable.  Currently within Homes and Community they do not proceed to Planning committee without Planning Officer support.  He feels that work needs to be done before they submit.  Clerk waiting to talk to him further.  Clerk to ask Jennifer Shaw when they will be consulting us on the Strategic Housing & Employment Land Availability Assessment.
2843.
To consider preparing an Emergency Plan:  Cllr Rivers had drafted a Plan which Cllrs were able to consider.  After a full discussion Cllr Lewis volunteered to read it through thoroughly and to bring his considerations back to the next meeting.
2844.
To appoint a new Emergency Co-ordinator:  Mrs Miriam Lewis had previously informed the Chairman that she would no longer be able to carry out this role due to other commitments.  The Chairman thanked her for all she had been able to put into this position. Cllr Homewood had attended the Resilience & Reassurance for Local Councils Conference with the Chairman.  He nominated her as the new Co-ordinator.  This was seconded by Cllr Thom and agreed by all other Cllrs.
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2845.
To agree Village Green Lease and associated documentation:  Cllr Smith explained that the Legal Dept. at ABC had agreed to the changes he had made in the draft lease.  He had prepared 


a side letter which had also been accepted by ABC.  This Council now needs to resolve to agree to sign the lease for 6 years although this can be reduced if funding isn't available.  The Chairman needs to sign the acknowledgement and side letter first.  Cllrs agreed to all this.
2846.
To discuss and decide upon the future of the Council Website: Cllr Thom had produced a site map for Cllrs to consider.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Thom and Venning be given 3 months to get the free website, wittershampc.kentparishes.gov.uk up to date and with more information added.  People should be encouraged to use the message board.  It was suggested that a presentation could be given at the Annual Parish Meeting.
2847.   Correspondence:


a)  Teamwork Tenterden – Quote for repair of Church wall by gate post of small gate in perimeter wall. £1,430 plus VAT.  Agreed.

b)  The Kent Men of The Trees – Annual Subscription £25 to include entry to Trees in the Village Competition.  Agreed


c)  Wittersham VOICES – request for £53.06 for the postage on Freepost envelopes for the second questionnaire.  Agreed.

For noting: 

            d)  KCC -Public Consultation on the Pre Submission Document Draft of the Kent Minerals & 

            Waste Water Local Plan – This has already been forwarded by email to Cllrs but CD now 

            received together with poster which has been put in a Notice Board. 

            e)  Came & Co. Mid Term Adjustment Policy after new ride on mower added.

            f)   ABC – Our copy of the signed & sealed Caretaker's Agreement – inadvertently placed in the 

           deeds room with their copy

            Previously circulated:  g)  Clerks & Councils Direct     h)  KALC – Minutes of 4/12/13 meeting 

            i)  ABC – Parish Forum – notes of 11/12/13 meeting     j)  ABC – Housing News Winter 2013/12

            k)  Oast to Coast – Winter 2013 + Annual Summary


Forwarded by E-mail:  


l)  KALC – DCLG Local Government Finance Statement     m)  KALC – Parish News 374     


n)  KALC – Information about Ambulance Service event – attended by Cllr Rivers


o)  KALC – Public Consultation on the Pre Submission Draft of the Kent Minerals & Waste Local Plan     p)  KALC – KCC's Safe & Sensible Street Lighting Plan – 20 lights will be turned off in Forge Meads, Jubilee Fields and Woodland View between midnight & 5.30 GMT. 17 lights in the village are yet to be determined and 7 lights will be kept on.
2848.   Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. To note that the Wayleave of £41.70 has been received from UK Power Networks, £100 from Warehorne Parish Council being their contribution to the Caretaker Scheme and £300 from Kenardington Parish Council being their contribution to the new ride on mower.  A cheque for £72 had been sent to KALC being the fee for the Resilience & Reassurance Conference attended by Cllr Homewood.  Agreed


b) Planning: 



    13/01020/AS  Furners Farmhouse, The Street – Alterations to house to include removal of                ground floor internal wall between kitchen & dining room.  Erection of partition to subdivide attic   room & enlargement of attic window.                                        Listed Building Consent granted  c)  Highways – Clerk to find out who is responsible for reinstating grass verges after damage by developers.

d)  Footpaths –  Clerk reported that there isn't any money forthcoming from either Mike Hill, KCC Cllr or Mick Burgess ABC Cllr at this stage.


e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report.
2849.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

KALC meeting of 15th January – The Chairman gave a short report. The main discussions 
had been with regard to Parish Forum meetings, how they were going to change and Finance.


Parish Forum meeting of 22nd January – The Chairman reported on an interesting meeting.
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Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom informed the meeting that they were still 
having problems with the outside lighting and that they are now using Parsons.  They have also 
had problems with the drains.
2850.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2851.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th March 2014 at 7.30pm when it is hoped that Katy Wiseman will be able to attend.
2852.
Items for information: 


a) Cllr Smith gave an update on the Village Shop.  The electricity pole had been moved because of the new drains and the bus stop will repositioned. The shop lease is being worked on.  There is a meeting next Tuesday 18th February for volunteers who showed an interest in helping in some way.


b)  Cllr Venning agreed to write to Ann Barnes with regard to the fact that we hadn't yet had information with regard to the new PCSO.
The meeting closed at 21.50hrs

