


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648][bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Annual Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 6th December 2022 at 7.30pm
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr R Whate, T Grimes (Clerk), CCllr B Laughton, DCllr S Michael and 4 members of the public

1. To consider any apologies for absence
DWP gave apologies for personal reasons which were approved. 

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM: clerk’s wages, expenses and bulbs payment.

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st November 2022 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
ME reported a resident raised concerns about a Newark & Sherwood Homes property being empty most of the time because the tenant stayed elsewhere, which they considered unfair when there were people who needed properties. It was felt this was not a council matter, although DCllr SM offered to find out whom could be contacted if the council wished to report the matter.
A resident noted that there had been parking issues on Ferry Lane, wood had been burnt near the bench and signs had been removed.

5. To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Jubilee tree plaque
The clerk reported that the bench had been installed and councillors confirmed it looked great.
b. Signs in Ferry Lane
The clerk reported that Highways had been in touch to follow up on the signs, stating that the last sign was beyond the adopted highway and not a Highways traffic sign. It is therefore beyond their jurisdiction, meaning it would not be replaced. LH informed the meeting she had challenged this. CCllr BL offered to assist if necessary
c. Dog Fouling
The clerk reported that the wardens had visited the area and talked to dog walkers.

RW reported that the bulbs had been planted near the Jubilee oak tree.
MM reported that the plaque had been repaired having fallen off.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
DCllr SM reported that NSDC were considering introducing kerbside glass collections as a result of numerous requests on the residents’ survey.
She also informed the meeting that the sale of the Police Station in Newark should result in an overage payment of about £35,000 which would be used for crime prevention.
CCllr BL reported that Notts CC had a difficult budget decision with inflation and minimum wage having an impact. 
LH asked whether there was any news on potential community payback from the West Burton Power Station works and increased traffic. CCllr BL confirmed he had raised the matter.

7. To consider the following planning applications
a. Planning Consultation 22/19009/FUL – Stable House – land change of use

RESOLVED: To support the application. (proposed MM, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

b. 22/02262/FUL – Fairhurst Kitchens - Workshops to dwellings

RESOLVED: To support the application. (proposed MM, seconded MR, carried unanimously)

8. To review and adopt the Dignity at Work policy
The clerk reminded the meeting that this was required if the council wanted to sign the Civility & Respect pledge. It was agreed that although lengthy the wording was appropriate.

RESOLVED: To adopt the policy. (proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

9. To consider responding to the following correspondence 
a. NALC – Civility and Respect pledge

RESOLVED: To sign the pledge. (proposed MM, seconded MR, carried unanimously)

10. To consider responding to the following consultations
a. Notts CC – Devolution Priorities
The clerk had circulated the survey questions and explained that although most required a rating on a scale from agree strongly to disagree strongly, there was a box for any comments about matters the council felt were missing or should not be included. There was concern that differing opinions would result in a middle grading throughout. The chair asked councillors to send comments to the clerk if they had any strong feelings on particular aspects.
b. NSDC - Publication Amended Allocations & Development Management DPD
The clerk explained that this was the final stage of the review and concerned the process used, not the content of the documents. It was felt no comment was necessary – due process had been followed.



11. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To note the draft budget for 23/24
The clerk circulated a very conservative draft budget which would result in a £75 increase but explained she was struggling to predict costs such as insurance and she hadn’t included a few usual items such as poppies and training which had been budgeted in past years but not spent. It was felt the insurance figure was probably too low. The clerk noted that she had failed to include anything for the coming election so this was added in. It was also noted there was nothing in the budget for the Coronation and suggested that a figure be included. A £75 increase therefore became a £595 increase, which will be reviewed next month in light of the tax base figure.
c. To note the recent NJC pay deal implications
The clerk reported that the deal had resulted in a £1 per hour pay increase across all pay scales back dated to 1st April and an additional day’s holiday entitlement from next April. New pay figures had been calculated and circulated to councillors.
d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages and HMRC - TBC
This included the new amount and back pay resulting from the pay deal
ii. Clerk’s expenses Sep to Dec - £11.31
iii. Bulbs for the Jubilee tree area - £12.95
iv. Village Hall rental Apr to Dec – TBC
The clerk noted there had been 11 hours to Nov. A time check confirmed this would be 12 hours in total – meaning £60
v. NSDC – dog bins - £62.40

RESOLVED: To make all these payments.
(proposed RW, seconded MH, carried unanimously, MM did not vote) 

12. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
It was suggested more poppies were needed and should be put on the agenda as soon as they became available. The clerk thought it would be around May. 
The chair thanked the village hall for the poppy display and Christmas tree which both looked lovely and were well received by residents.
The chair also said she had about a dozen Jubilee mugs left if anyone had any suggestion what to do with them.

13. To note the date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be 3rd January at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 20:25.
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