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Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 20 March 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Burnett, Duell, R Farrell, Henning, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and   Spencer

In attendance: Cllr Ashby - Newcastle City Council
                           

                         
103. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burnett and O Farrell and Clerk Humphries. 

104. Issues raised by Members of the Public
        There were no issues raised.

105. Ward Councillors Update
         Councillor Ashby gave an update on the following issues - 
· Ouseburn Way – Cllr Ashby had attended the public presentation made by a Trustee of the Recce Foundation on the 14th March and had one copy of the printed presentation document that he could share if requested. 
· Salters Road – Members asked if the ‘no right turn’ signage at the traffic lights could be improved.   
  
106. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st February 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
107. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· Scout Group – advice had been taken about the lease renewal. This indicated that a lease with a break clause every 5-7 years may be preferable to a rolling lease. Registration information for the site on which the scout hut is situated is being sought.    
· Great Park Neighbourhood Association – met with the Great Park Consortium and some representatives of Newcastle City Council on 26 February and there would be a follow-up meeting with the Consortium on 25 March.
· Fallen road sign – the sign on the junction of Greenfield Avenue/Brunton Lane had now been reinstated.  
108. Meeting with Newcastle City Council on 13th March 2024
Cllr Agnew and Cllr Rawling had attended this meeting and had tabled   questions about potholes in roads, the bus gate on Netherwitton Way/Greenfield Road and the adoption of Melbury.
· Potholes – road repair was being constrained by the amount of available budget funding.
· Bus gate – 40 cars a month are being caught by the bus gate. 
· Melbury – a new Adoptions Officer (Andew McGarvey) was now in post at NCC and is working on the project. A timeline for the adoption was being created and this would be shared with residents. Details of any areas/items that were outside of the scope of adoption were available and would also be provided.  

Other items covered at the meeting:
· Litter – NCC’s Behavioural Change Team can collect any litter picked by local groups. Some national litter-picking campaigns are coming up.
· Flower bulbs on the verge between Brunton Lane and Polwarth Drive - if these were not being replaced by NCC the Parish Council offered to undertake this task.
· Trees – North Gosforth Parish Council to advise NCC as to the name of the NCC officer/department contacted about the trees obscuring the view of traffic when vehicles were turning right into Melton Park, so that this could be followed up. ‘Application for Trees’ – NCC Community Team to forward web link to the application process.  
No minutes are provided from the meeting as it is an ‘informal’ forum.  

109. Police Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk162174675]        There were no matters.

110. Correspondence
        There were no matters.

111. Financial Matters
        The Parish Council has online banking.
                                                                                                  
112. Planning Matters      
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/0365/01/LBC
	West Lodge, High Gosforth Park: erection of single story extension, external stairs and access ramp to rear 
	No objection

	2024/0364/01/HOU
	West Lodge, High Gosforth Park: erection of single story extension, external stairs and access ramp to rear
	No objection

	2024/0360/01/DET
	The Manor House, Greenfield Road: retrospective application for erection of summer house in care home garden
	No objection

	2024/0353/01/TPO
	North Brunton House: Works to Protected Trees 
	No objection

	2024/0307/01/HOU
	89 Great North Road: erection of a first-floor extension to side and a single storey extension to rear and render to all elevations 
	No objection

	2024/0284/01/TPO
	Newcastle Racecourse: Works to Protect Trees
	No objection

	2024/0236/01/HOU
	9 Princes Road: erection of single storey wraparound extension to front and side, single storey extension to rear, alterations to elevations and demolition of existing detached garage
	No objection


        

113. Matters raised by Members
· Trees – Parish Council to contact Adam Taegar at NCC to request a tree. Cllr Ashby reported that some dead trees would be replaced. Members requested that a dead tree near to the Melton Park stone bus stop be included in this replacement exercise. 
· Flyer for ‘Celebrating Northumbria’ – this could be posted on notice boards. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk162172549]Cllr O Farrell – will submit a resignation letter shortly. Cllr Hening’s wife may volunteer to join the Parish Council.
· Painted planters near shops – need refurbishment. 
· Parking – large vans and long vehicles with tow-bars were causing a traffic issue in Melton Park. Parallel parking was suggested as a possible resolution.
· Melbury – the letter to all residents mentioned in the Lib Dem ‘eFocus Newsletter’ (circulated by email on 20 February) had not yet been received by households.
· Ouseburn Way – Cllr Agnew had attended the Ouseburn Way presentation and had asked what the ‘next step’ should be for community organisations/interest groups. This point had not been clarified.
· Chair – Cllr Agnew to step down at the next AGM, but to remain on the Parish Council.



Date of Next Meeting
17 April 2024


