Yasmeen Moore – Clerk to the Parish Council

CERNE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Cerne Valley Village Hall, Dorset, DT2 7GY
07482 520980
clerk@cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Date of Meeting – October 9th 2025

Councillors:
Fred Horsington (Chair), Jaquai Bolt (Vice-Chair), Helen Brown, Karen Burghart, Clare Crosbie, Linda Prowse, Paul Ralph

1. Apologies for absence
1.1. Caroline Paul
1.2. Steve Beresford
1.3. Mike Keating
1.4. Wendy Coward
1.5. Jill Haynes
2. DECLARATIONS of pecuniary and other interests
2.1. FH declared an interest in the allotment field. 
3. MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
3.1. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th September 2025 
All agreed
4. Parish Council Matters Arising
4.1. No maters reported
5. Update from the Chair
5.1. FH informed the Council that two e mails had been received regarding the objection to the permissive pathway. It was agreed that the e mails would be responded to by FH with the full facts so far. FH to respond to two e mails.
5.2. FH informed the Council that the telephone box in Cerne Abbas had now been decommissioned. A decision now needs to be made on what to use the telephone box for. Clerk to place on agenda for November meeting.  
5.3. It was noted that the External Audit had been received and had been placed on the Parish Council Website
6. Public Discussion Period
6.1. No questions presented.
7. To receive a report from dorset council
7.1. A report from Jill Haynes had been received and circulated to Councillors. It was noted that the report concentrated on the Dorset Plan. It was felt that awareness should be raised in the Parish about this important topic. 
8. TO RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTIONS REQUIRING FULL COUNCIL APPROVAL
8.1. Allotments (KB) 
8.1.1. Committee meeting held in September. 
8.1.2. Currently obtaining three quotes for the new polytunnel. Will present the quotes to Council when received.
8.1.3. Noticeboard has been taken down for a repair
8.2. Burial Ground (PR) 
8.2.1. PR proposed a 5% increase on burial charge. Council asked PR to draw up a list of all of the costs and the proposed new charges. PR to present new costs at November full Council meeting together with a proposal for the use of footstones. 
8.2.2. Bins – PR informed the Council that he is currently working with the church to develop a plan for bin collection at the graveyard. PR to report back with any proposals at next full council meeting
8.2.3. Records – PR informed the Council that a meeting will be set up with Grassbys to discuss the digitisation of the burial administration process. PR to arrange meeting with Grassbys. 
8.3. Car Park (LP) 
8.3.1. Inspection has been carried out. Nothing to report.
8.3.2. Meeting arranged with Nigel Sprig to discuss the cutting of hedges around the picnic area.
8.4. Children’s Play Park (CC) 
8.4.1. Quote of £2292.43 received to replace the mulch on the play area. This cost was far higher than expected and the next steps will be to go back to the drawing board to find a solution for the problems of the ground under the swings. CC to research solutions for issues with ground around the swings and report back to next full Council meeting. 
8.5. Footpaths and Environment (JB)
8.5.1. JB informed Council that the square topped posts for Duck Street are now on order with Dorset Council.
8.5.2. [bookmark: _Hlk209958960]Request for dropped curb at Abbey Court. JB to discuss with DC
8.6. Burial ground extension – Change of use (FH)
8.6.1. No news to report.
8.7. Planning (FH)
8.7.1. Planning application P/HOU/2025/05336 – No objection
8.7.2. Planning application P/LBC/2025/05359 – No objection
8.7.3. Planning application P/HOU/2025/05358 – No objection
8.7.4. Tree order TPO/2025/0074 – No objection 
Payments for Authorisation
All payments agreed. See attached payment list.
Adoption of bench outside village shop
Request for adoption of bench outside village shop. The proposal was put to Council to adopt the benches outside the village shop. FH Proposed. LP seconded. All agreed. 
Agreement of future sub committee membership
The council discussed the membership of various sub committees. A list of future membership was proposed by FH and seconded by JB. All agreed. Please see attached. 
Prescriptive path objection – Update and next steps
FH proposed that representatives from the Council offer to negotiate with the other party concerned with the prescriptive path application. JB seconded. All agreed.  Clerk to contact the other party and propose a meeting.  
Next Meeting
Next meeting date is November 13th at 7pm in Godmanstone Village Hall.
Meeting closed at 8.26pm
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