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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 20th April 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (temporary chair), Karen Parry, Tony Millard, Richard Osborne and Anthony Bevington. In Attendance: Fern Chadwick (Clerk/RFO)

2026/066	Apologies: Cllrs David Rogers and John Gatehouse tendered their apologies.

2026/067	Declarations of Interest: None

2026/068	Public Participation: There was 1 member of the public in attendance who was interested in joining as a Parish Councillor and provided a short overview of their position and why they would like to join BPC. 

2026/069	To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on the 16th March 2026
RESOLVED: Accepted the minutes as an accurate record and were signed by the chair.

2026/070	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats: Council debated the request to join the Council by Alison Holman, votes were cast as 4 in support and 1 objected. Council co-opted A Holman to Bitterley Parish Council. The Council still has 3 seats vacant including 1 seat for the Cleeton ward.

2026/071	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett 
No report provided due to absence, Council requested a further update on the planning enforcement of Tulip Cottage when possible.

2026/072	Update on Devolution from Shropshire Council to Town and Parish Councils.
	No further updates provided, this will be the topic of our Annual Community Meeting to bring to the attention of the Parishioners. 

2026/073	Solar Farms – Check and sign the hard copy of Ledwyche Solar Community Benefit Fund with revision number and dated.
	RESOLVED: Clerk and Cllr Reardon-Smith have now signed. Money should be paid to BPC within 30 days. The road condition survey by Shropshire Council needs doing at Ledwyche before the work completes.


2026/074	Update on Fly Tipping on Titterstone Clee: Cllr Bevington Correspondence
	RESOLVED: Scrap man has collected the metal but left the cardboard and bags. Cllr Bevington has not been to the site since. He will reach out to the landowner and ask to remove the remaining debris.

2026/075	Review Purchase Options for a New PC Laptop
	RESOLVED: Clerk presented the costs for 2 different laptops from Curry’s, Cllr Osborne proposed the HP Omnibook option for £475.00, Cllr Reardon-Smith seconded, no objection. BPC to reimburse Clerk for costs of laptop.

2026/076	Review and Determine Clerks Broadband Reimbursement Costs
	RESOLVED: It was discussed the reason why the Clerk is requested the broadband reimbursement and how the figure was calculated; it was the total amount of hours used, divided by council work, then apportioned by BPC work. Cllr Reardon-Smith proposed to approve, Cllr Bevington seconded. No objection. Clerk to provide BPC with costs when the broadband is due to be renewed. 

2026/077	Financial Matters:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk194911910]Approve Payments: 

	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	F Chadwick Clerk pay Feb – March Inc Handover
	
	£801.89

	F Chadwick Clerk pay Mar
	
	656.82

	Reimburse Clerk for Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription
	
	£84.99

	Clerk Broadband Annual Charge
	
	106.45

	D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance)
	938
	£11.00

	D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance)
	936
	£280.50

	D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance)
	965
	£165.00

	Zurich Insurance Renewal
	554850538
	425.42

	Bitterley Village Hall Hire
	2026040302
	£300.00

	New Laptop 
	
	£479.00



Action: All payments except Clerk Broadband Annual Charge was paid via cheques. Zurich was determined to have an out of date asset register, Clerk to update and then if the premium is the same, post the cheque.


2026/078	Sign New Lloyds Bank Mandate to Remove and Add Online Access.
	RESOLVED: Clerk Chadwick was added to the bank mandate as a full signatory and H Coonick and A Holman were removed, all signed and agreed to be sent to Lloyds.

2026/079	Consider New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor: 
	Jobs Identified; Snitton Lane – water isn’t draining into ditches please.
[bookmark: _Hlk155827777]
2026/080	Check Record of Defibrillator Guardians
RESOLVED: Council agreed that it was accurate and for the Clerk to check directly with each guardian that they are happy to continue guardianship.

2026/081 	Councillors Reports: 
Cllr Obsorne: Water flooding issue from a pipe installed by Highways (presumably) on Angel Lane, Cllr Osborne to contact Shropshire Highways on infrastructure confirmation before further action.
Cllr Bevington: Streetlighting engagement Teams meeting on the 5th May would be the preferred date, Cllr Bevington to reach out to Laura Howells for confirmation.
Cllr Reardon-Smith: Emailed Unitary Councillor Shackerley-Bennett the Community Benefit Fund information as requested at the last meeting.

2026/082	Consider the Agenda for the Annual Community Meeting: to discuss any draft slides for the presentation.
	RESOLVED: All draft slides were sent to Councillors, Cllr Reardon-Smith is keen to receive comments as soon as possible to make amendments before the meeting on 27th April 2026. Tea, coffee and biscuits to be served.

2026/065	Consider Items for the next Agenda: a. Outcome of the Annual Parish Meeting.

Next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 18th May 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall
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