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TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ   
   Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
 Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 28 April 2026 at 7.15pm
Present: Dr. Michael Parks (Chairman), Andrew Howard-Grigg (Parish Clerk), Laura Ashman (Dover Foodbank Charity) and 8 members of the public.
1. Apologies for absence; none.
2. Presentation of the 2026 KALC Community Award Certificate made by Chairman, Dr. Michael Parks to The Temple Ewell Newsletter team for their outstanding and important work to the local community over the past 25 years.

3. Presentation on behalf of the Dover Foodbank Charity made by Project Manager, Laura Ashman.

Laura displayed the goods supply that they provide for one person for 2 days. She advised that in addition to the shop staff they have a Finance Improvement Clerk (after 3 visits to the shop an individual must meet with this Clerk who will assist with their financial issues) present for 3 days a week, as well as Social Workers to help aid poor health of visitors, and frequent visits of a Dover District Councillor.
The Charity has been running for 13 years and has increased the number of people it helps annually from 400 to over 4000. Their actions have proved positive over the past 2 years with the use of the Foodbank falling by 17%.

Funding for the Foodbank comes mainly from donations & grants, however, supplies of food itself come from Tesco, St. Margaret’s Church and other organisations.

Cllr. Parks thanked Laura for her presentation and advised that Temple Ewell Parish Council had agreed at its last meeting in March to donate £200 to the Charity.

4. The following reports from local organisations were read out and short discussions took place after each one:

Temple Ewell Parish Council Chairman’s report (Dr. Michael Parks)

Temple Ewell Parish Council Finance Report (Andrew Howard-Grigg)

Madeline Watson Allotments Charity (Andrew Howard-Grigg – Treasurer)

Temple Ewell Newsletter (Jenny Miles, Chairman)

Temple Ewell Primary School (Angela Matthews, Headteacher)

Temple Ewell Village Hall (Mike Brodie, Secretary)

Dragon Wood (Bob Newington, head of Dragon Wood volunteers)

5. The meeting then opened a discussion & question session. The following issues were discussed:

Forthcoming Council Devolution. Concerns were expressed on behalf of the Dover Society about the potential impact on local planning issues. The Parish Clerk advised that a very recent Kent Association of Local Councils (Dover Area) indicated that the decision on the setting up of new Unitary Authorities was being looked at by consultants on behalf of the Government with the outcomes likely to become public by mid-June. The Councils across Kent had all proposed different versions of Unitary Authorities throughout Kent based on the need for 500,000 people to be covered by each group, however it appears that this limit may now have been reduced to 300,000 as seen in Essex. The impact on Town & Parish Councils is at this stage not known.

Local Speedwatch Groups. A resident advised that neighbouring Lydden has had significant success with it’s Speedwatch Group with the Police regularly monitoring vehicle speeds, and the number of vehicles speeding has reduced. Cllr. Parks advised that Temple Ewell had started to try to set up a Speedwatch Group nearly 2 years ago, however the minimum required number of members is 6, and to date this has not been reached, albeit 4 members have completed their training with Kent Police. It was agreed that the Parish Council would seek advice from Lydden Parish Council on how they established their group and discuss again at the next Parish Council meeting in May with a view to trying again to establish a Speedwatch Group.

Meeting closed at 8.16pmt
