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St. Kentigern’s

Services

St. Mary and St. Kentigern’s at Aughton and Melling.

Sunday masses at St. Mary’s Church, Aughton,
on Saturday at 5.30pm and Sunday at 9am.

Contact details for Fr. Des Seddon are:

Tel: 01695 422126
Email: stmary.stkentigern@rcaol.org.uk

March already - snowdrops, crocus and daffodils  
have all shown their faces, even the camellias  
are in flower. Spring is on its way ... Hooray!

Soon it will be Easter and the children will be looking 
forward to the Bunny and chocolate eggs. But lets 
not forget the real story of Easter and why we 
celebrate it. 

Check out the service times of your church, you’ll be 
welcome no matter how long it is since your last visit.

Till next time, 
The Leaflet Committee.
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P.G.
Coaches

WADDICAR SERVICE STATION
WADDICAR LANE : MELLING

Telephone: 0151 547 3265
Car  M.O.T. Testing

& Servicing

Roofseal Roofing & Property Repairs
UPVC work

Facias - Soffits Guttering specialists
All aspects of roofing work undertaken.
Slating, tiling, chimney stacks dropped  

or lowered to safety height.
All pointing work undertaken. We specialise in flat 

deck roofing e.g. dormers, garages, extension.

548 1808
07970 870125

P.G.
Coaches

to seat  16, 24, 33 +49

Reliable Service at
Competitive Rates

Tel. 549 1103
17 Spencers Lane, Melling.

R. KNOWLES
PLUMBING & HEATING
Domestic & Industrial

Registered Plumbers
Telephone:

07980 499570

Melling Residents Community Association
69 Waddicar Lane, Melling L31 1DQ

0151 546 3876
Activities include: 

Pensioners Tuesday Club
Thursday Bingo Night

Tai Chi (Beginners & Advanced) o
Saturday Morning.

Social Events as Advertised
All Sky & BT Sports televised on Big Screens

Please support our advertisers

Various sizes  
to suit your needs. 

Reliable service at 
competitive rates.

Holy Rosary Services
Since the retirement of Fr. Des, services that were held at  

St. Mary’s Aughton, will now be held at Holy Rosary Church, 
Altway, Old Roan, Aintree. L10 2LG, by Msgr. Philip Inch.

Service Times

Saturday 6pm

Sunday 10.30am

Dear Readers,
Spring is on its way and we are seeing daffodils, primroses, crocuses  
and snowdrops in and around Melling as we enjoy the walks in our 
lovely area.
2026 finds Melling Parish Council producing the Melling Leaflet 
Magazine for the 2nd year, this is free for residents to pick up at various 
shops, pubs and businesses in the village.
Any residents wanting to send any stories, articles, poems etc should 
Email to: leaflet@mellingparishcouncil.co.uk.
Melling continues to be very busy with traffic passing through 
constantly often at high speeds, which we will monitor. Also litter is 
becoming a problem in Melling with country lanes and the canal path 
becoming littered with people’s rubbish.
Anyone walking or driving should take there rubbish home with them, 
so we can all enjoy litter free green spaces and enjoy the countryside.
Kind regards, Sue Ledgerton - Chairman of Melling Parish Council
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Retirement of Pat Clatworthy
We would like to say a big thank you to Pat Clatworthy  

who has retired from the Melling Parish Council  
after over 30 years service.

Pat was presented with flowers and a gift by present
councillors Sue Ledgerton and Linda Ashburner at the
pensioners party in the ratepayers club at Christmas.

Pat has contributed to the village of Melling with  
her support and ideas over the years and she  

will be missed by her colleagues.
We wish Pat a relaxing retirement and good health  

and hope she continues to enjoy the company  
of her friends at the pensioners club.

Message from Melling In Bloom
Happy Easter to all Melling Residents.

How beautiful are the beds and planters around our village - probably 
the loveliest show of spring flowers in years. This is thanks to the work 

and ongoing care by our volunteers. However, we do need more 
residents to join us please, as we consist mainly of people who have 

fulltime jobs, as well as a few much older founder members from when 
we first set up as Melling in Bloom over sixteen years ago. We older 

members will in time need to hand over to our younger folk.

Most of our volunteers keep the same role year after year, but  
when they are on holiday and unavailable to carry out our spring  

and autumn planting, many more hands are needed to do the 
“background” work, e.g. transporting compost, preparing planters, 

watering, weeding and being able to generally help out.

When members are working around the village, we receive  
many compliments - but their helping hands would be just as well 

received. Lots of you must enjoy looking after your own  
gardens – gardening can be very therapeutic.

We’re sure that all residents want Melling in Bloom  
to continue, but we really do need more help 

 to do so … perhaps from anyone newly retired?

If you can help, please let us know.
Phone: 07710 073 627 

or Email: mellinginbloom@outlook.com

Thank you,
Melling in Bloom Committee.

1. �Where did the first modern 
Summer Olympic games take place 
in 1896?

2. �How many Premier League titles 
did Manchester United win under 
Sir Alex Ferguson?

3. �Which boxer did Muhammad Ali 
fight in ‘The Rumble in the Jungle’?

4. �What is the name of the only 
racehorse to win the Grand 
National 3 times?

5. �Which football club has stands 
named after Graham Taylor and  
Sir Elton John?

6. �Which nation won the 2019 Rugby 
World Cup?

7. �Andy Murray’s first Grand Slam title 
was at which tennis tournament?

8. �What country is Roger Federer 
from?

9. �In darts, what is the highest score 
from a single dart?

10. �Which football team’s victory in a 
Champions League final is known 
as the ‘Miracle of Istanbul’?

11. �Which sport takes place in a 
velodrome?

12. �Which Formula One team did 
Lewis Hamilton compete for from 
2007 to 2012?

13. �In karate, what colour belt comes 
right before black?

14. �What is the national sport of 
Japan?

15. �How many days does Wimbledon 
traditionally last?

SPORT QUIZ
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Afternoon Teas at the Tithebarn
Every Thursday, 12 til 2pm.
Tea, coffee, sandwiches and cakes.
All welcome.
No charge but donations welcome.

In Year 7 or above? Bored???  
Want to make new friends??
Melling Youth Club
Every Wednesday 6.30 – 8.30pm at Caunce Hall 
(on Waddicar Lane)
Follow us on Facebook Melling-Youth-Group

Scouts on Friday
Melling Scouts Hall
Cubs 6.30 – 8pm
Scouts and Explorers 8pm – 10pm

Pensioners Club
Every Tuesday afternoon  
at the Ratepayers (MRCA)

What’s On

The latest play from Melling writer Steve Bird, Grafton Nights.
Following on from Local writer Steve Bird’s award winning sell out show 
“Mothers Ruin” at Liverpools iconic Epstein theatre this month, he has 

teamed up again with his writing partner Paul Daley from “On the banks 
of the royal blue Mersey” to open the doors of another iconic building, the 

Grafton ballroom, for a brand new comedy “Grafton Nights”.
Grafton Nights is an hilarious celebration of Liverpools legendary 

nightclub. We follow Kaz, Debbie and Maxine as The Grafton opens 
its doors for a one night only reunion, with hilarious effect.  

Come along, see some colourful characters, listen to some pop  
classics, grab a drink, and maybe even grab a granny.

The show runs for three nights August 6th to August 8th.
Tickets now on sale at Box Office

www.epsteintheatre.com  |  Tel: 03447360151
If you loved the Grafton, you’ll love this show, if you didn’t go,  

come and see what you were missing.
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MELLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARYMEETING OF
MELLING PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 10th FEBRUARY 2026 AT MELLING PRIMARY SCHOOL, WHEELER DRIVE, MELLING

Present: Cllrs: Todd (in the chair), Baker, Luckett and Rogers.

3441: Apologies for absence.
Cllrs Ashburner, Ledgerton and Harrison.

3442: Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 13th January 2026.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 13th January 2026 be
approved as a correct record.

3443: Declarations of interest -Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests
and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Melling Parish Council
Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.
None.

3444: Public participation.
A resident attended to express an interest in the advertised vacancies.
A representative from Smoke Free Sefton attended to provide information about support
for smokers within the Sefton area.

3445: Casual vacancies.
The resignation of Kate Fuller was noted.
RESOLVED that the casual vacancies be noted.

3446: Bus services.
It was noted that a date is now awaited for a meeting with Liverpool City Region about
the 345 bus service.

3447: Community event.
RESOLVED that the MRCA would be contacted to try to agree a date for a community
event in July 2026.

3448: Melling leaflet.
RESOLVED to revise the publication schedule for the leaflet to three editions each year in
April, August and December.

3449: Reports of meetings.
None.
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3450: Correspondence.
The clerk reported on correspondence from the Tithebarn Committee confirming that
they did not wish to pursue a grant application to fund a defibrillator at the Tithebarn at
the present time.
The clerk reported on a thank you card received from the children attending Melling
Youth Club.
A resident noted that there were issues arising with a long line of parked cars on
Tithebarn Road that is difficult to pass and was advised to contact the Ward Councillors.
A resident has advised that they have been chasing Sefton about litter picks and this has
resulted in some areas being cleared.

3451: Planning Applications.
RESOLVED that the applications in the schedule circulated be noted.

3452: Laptops.
It was noted that laptops to be used solely for Parish Council business would be desirable
for the purposes of data protection and complying with new audit requirements.

3453: Banking services.
This item was deferred to the next meeting to consider options for payment cards.

3454: Accounts paid and for payment.
RESOLVED that the amounts listed on the schedule be paid.

J Farrar – Clerk to the Council.



J Local Information
Melling In Bloom rely on volunteers, they give away their 
spare time to make our village a nicer place but sometimes 
there’s not enough people power on the ground to do even 
the watering tasks! Never mind the hard work!! 

Could you give a little of your time to help keep Melling 
Blooming? Perhaps to water a flower planter near you or 
to get the kids involved with the planting when it is time? If 
time is thin and you’d still like to support, you can show your 
thanks and make contributions here: 

Melling In Bloom
Sort Code: 20-10-84
Acc Number 03831701
We really are grateful for all their efforts!

The old building of St Kentigans on Waddicar Lane is now 
Melling Community Church aka The Hub. They have 
various activities on through the week including Sunday 
service. All are welcome. 

• �Monday – Melling Community Gospel Choir  
practice at 7.30pm

• �Tuesday – Hobby Hut at 10am
• �1st Tuesday in the month – Communion and Prayer 

Meeting at 7.30pm
• �Wednesday – Toast Wednesday 10am (collection for the 

food bank). Mini Makers at 6.30pm
• �3rd Thursday of every month is ‘Shoot’ photography  

club 7.15pm
• �Sunday worship – quiet reflective service at 9.30am. 

Informal service with coffee, chat, music and thought  
for the day at 10.30am

To find out more information please to their website at  
www.mbch.co.uk

The local Tithebarn is available to hire for parties and 
events.  All enquiries to the Tithebarn Committee at 
mellingtithebarn@outlook.com

There are weekly classes at the Tithebarn.  
Dance is on Wednesdays at 7pm to 8pm and  
Jilly’s Yoga is on Thursdays from 6.45pm to 8.15pm.

Monthly Bingo at the Ratepayers (MRCA) by Janet Paul. 
All proceeds go to charity and community funds. (Thanks 
Janet for all your efforts in the community).

Prize Bingo for £10 all in 12pm – 3pm 

Everyone welcome for bingo, raffle, tea, coffee and cake

The dates are:
Friday 27th of June
Friday 25th of July
Friday 29th of August
Friday 26th of September
Friday 31st of October
Friday 21st of November (Christmas Special)

Melling Ratepayers is available to hire for private functions.

All Sky and BT sports televised on big screens.

Social events as advertised. 

To find out more contact them on 0151 5463676

They also have a weekly bingo on Thursday nights at 8pm 
and Tai Chi every Saturday 11.30am – 12.30pm.

If you would like to advertise or contribute with feelgood 
material to the Melling Leaflet, then please email us: 
leaflet@mellingparishcouncil.uk
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Poetry

Simple recipes taken from a leaflet  
created by the people of Melling.

Slow Down

Is it strange to long for slow days
filled with quiet moments of joy.
The world seems to be in a rush
but I choose to remain still.
a.b

Freedom by Oscar Wilde
With freedom there are 
Books and flowers;
And the moon,
Who could not be happy?
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St. Thomas’ Church Diary
November 2023

St. Thomas, Melling
Website: www.st-thomas-melling.org

Wednesday 1st 
Bereavement Service at 6.30pm

Sunday 5th
Holy Communion at 10am

Sunday 12th
Remembrance Service at 10am

Sunday 19th
Holy Communion at 10am

Sunday 26th
No service at St. Thomas’

Team Service at  
St. Peter’s, Maghull, at 10.30am

For enquiries regarding weddings, funerals  
or baptisms, please contact Barbara,  

the Church Warden, on 0151 547 3565.

From the Parish Register

Baptism
Leo Molphy

Funerals
Joyce Tanner

Colin Matthews 

Please support our advertisers
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WEST PLAS WINDOWS
. . .your local UPVC Windows,

DOORS & CONSERVATORY FITTERS | SECURITY LOCKING SYSTEMS

For BEST PRICES ring COLIN on
0151 531 6644 | mobile: 07802 816228

Fast & Reliable at Reasonable Rates
DOWELL DESIGN SERVICES

Detailed drawings prepared for:-
FLAT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, GARAGES,

DEED PLANS, DORMERS, PORCHES, etc. Grant work undertaken
Planning & Building regs. approvals applied for & obtained

(D.I.Y. Advice given) FREE ESTIMATES

GRAHAM DOWELL,
176 Liverpool Road South, Maghull L31 7DQ

Telephone: 0151 526 8683

SPACE TO LET

Melling Tithebarn
Melling Tithebarn Committee are looking for

new members to join them.
If you would like to make a difference to the Community, are 

interested in volunteering at events and have some good ideas 
for events, to find out when the next meeting is, please contact 

them on: 
mellingtithebarn@outlook.com
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St. Thomas’ Church Diary
March 2024
St. Thomas, Melling

Website: www.st-thomas-melling.org

Sunday 3rd
Holy Communion 10am.

Sunday 10th
Mother’s Day

Morning Prayer 10am.

Sunday 17th
Holy Communion 10am.

Sunday 24th
There is NO service at St. Thomas’.

There is a Team Service at St. Peter’s in Maghull,  
starting at 10.30am.

Good Friday 29th
Ecumenical Service at Maghull Baptist Church.  

Check website for time.

Easter Sunday 31st
Holy Communion 10am.

From the Registers:
Baptisms: Penny Birch, Eleanor Moore

Funerals: Margaret Stringer, Joan Clucas, Leonard Harvey 

For enquiries regarding weddings, funerals or baptisms,  
please contact Barbara, the Church Warden, on 0151 547 3565.
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Fishing
The article in last month’s leaflet about fishing, by the Happy 
Wanderer really brought back some lovely memories for me.  
My Dad loved fishing. He roped me in too, when I was younger. 
We used to fish on the canal and would often sit on the canal 
tow path, next to an old local fisherman, from the Pottery 
Cottages. I always remember he used to put the maggots in his 
mouth to keep them warm so they would wriggle all the more 
when on the hook!

My Dad went all over Wales and the Lakes fishing and local, 
like the canal and Carr Mill Dam. 

I’ll never forget when he got his first pair of Polaroid sunglasses 
and they took the glare off the water. He was amazed at what he 
could see!

He fished in the days when there was a “closed season” and 
woe betide anyone we saw, fishing from March to June, when we 
were walking along the canal. He’d give them a stern talking to 
and explain why there was a closed season. More often than not, 
they just hadn’t realised and packed up and left! There’s no such 
thing now.

They were lovely days, spent with my Dad, who unfortunately 
is no longer with us.
Thanks Happy Wanderer.
BN.

Harvest
St. Thomas’ Church would like to say a huge thank you  

to Pauline and Suzanne Harrison of Melling House Farm,  
for supplying such lovely produce for our Harvest Festival.  

The fruit and vegetables were lovely and so  
were the beautiful sheafs of corn you brought  

along to decorate the church with.
Thank you so much.
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The Bootle Arms

The Melling Box Top Knitters are looking for volunteers  
to join them in making the fantastic tops for the post 

boxes and displays throughout the village. If you would  
like to join them, please get in touch with Sheila Murphy, 

Joan Prescott or Sandra Luckett.

ROCK LANE 
MELLING 0151 526 2886bootlearms.maghull@marstons.co.uk

GGCI 
menu available

Families always
welcome

Special Children’s 
Menu & Play Area

Fantastic range 
of specials

Large parties 
are our 

speciality

UPVC Window & Door Repairs
Misted & Damaged Units | Windows & Door Locks

Hinges & Handles | Letter Box
& Door Panels repaired
NO JOB TOO SMALL

ring Tom Edgar on 07890 820 543
email: tomej@hotmail.co.uk

TAS TAS
Tubular Access Services
Scaffolding Specialists
• Tube & Fitting Scaffolding

• System Scaffolding, Alloy Towers
• Specialist Scaffolding

For a FREE estimate contact
07944 950 387 / 0151 545 1537

Melling Carpet Care
Professional Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

For Competitive Prices
Excellent Results on all Fabrics
Odour and Stain Removal

Call ANDY LOCKE
0151 548 5294 or 07885 446744
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The whole Pub and Restaurant offers a fantastic level 
 of ambience and comfort whilst retaining its traditional rural feel.

The restaurant seats over 100 people and offers meals  to suit all budgets.
Children are welcome and we have our own range of children’s meals.

The Melling Box Top Kni�ers are looking for volunteers  
to join them in making the fantas�c tops for the post 

boxes and displays throughout the village. If you would  
like to join them, please get in touch with Sheila Murphy, 

or Sandra Lucke�.

Pam's Poem
Autumn Leaves

The morning sunlight weaves
It's silent shadows
Through the autumn leaves.

Changed colours, gold and brown
Before that moment
When they hover slowly down

A lazy, growing mound
A rich mosaic
To pattern all the ground.

Autumn leaves don't sadly die
They just leave room
For next year's leaves to reach up to the sky.

Pam Quigley.

Published with kind permission from Pam's brothers.

The Melling Box Top Knitters are looking for volunteers 
to join them in making the fantastic tops for the post 

boxes and displays throughout the village.

If you would like to join them, please get in touch with 
Sheila Murphy or  Joan Prescott.
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Dates for you r Dia ry
Mother’s Day is on the 10th of March.
Mother’s Day was originally known as Mothering 
Sunday. This was the day when children who had 
left home to go into domestic service, could return 
home to see their families and celebrate with 
them. They would pick flowers on the way home, 
to give to their mothers. 
Mother’s Day is not on the same date each year. 
What date it falls on, is determined by Lent!! 
Mother’s Day is always on the 4th Sunday in Lent.

Don’t forget to put your clocks forward 
on Sunday 31st March.
We haven’t always put our clocks back and 
forward.
The Harold Wilson government adopted British 
Standard Time between 27th October 1968 and 
31st October 1971, as a trial but after a free 
vote, the House of Commons chose to end the 
experiment and we were back to remembering  
to alter our clocks.
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ANSWERS FOR THE SPORTS QUIZ
1. Athens, Greece. 2. 13 3. George Foreman. 4. Red Rum, he won in 1973, 
1974 and 1977. 5. Watford FC. 6. South Africa. 7. U.S. Open.  
8. Switzerland. 9. 60. 10. Liverpool FC. 11. Cycling. 12. McLaren.  
13. Brown. 14. Sumo wrestling.  15. 14.

SPACE TO LET

SPACE TO LET



Advice Service Survey 2026

Melling Parish Council has the opportunity to offer the services set out in the table below to Melling
residents by making a contribution towards the cost of the existing advice centre in Maghull to
enable it to extend it’s service provision to Melling Residents. The services provided at the advice
centre are set out in the table below:

Service Provider What’s on offer? How often is it
available?

Sefton Citizen’s Advice Face to face appointment service Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday

Bell, Lamb and Joynson Family law advice First Monday afternoon
of each month

National Energy Action Advice regarding fuel efficiency and utility savings Every other Tuesday
afternoon only

Halifax Community banker focussing on enabling residents
to become familiar with digital banking

Every Monday

Financial advisor Gives information on a range of financial services
including pensions and mortgages

Once a month

Sefton CVS Outreach service for those who are socially
excluded

Twice a month

Living Well Sefton Bereavement assistance Twice a month

We would appreciate it if you could take the time to answer the following questions for us:

1. Bearing in mind that accessing these services will require you to travel to Maghull do
you think you would use it? YES / NO

2. The cost of the service will be a total of £2,500 per year which is approximately £1.60
per household per year. Do you think that this represents good value for money for
Melling residents? YES / NO

3. Please provide your postcode and confirm that you are a Melling resident: ………………..

You can complete your survey online at the following link:
https://forms.gle/ghALRTcKu8XPC8uf7

OR return your completed survey to Melling Parish Council by
Emailing it to: clerk@mellingparishcouncil.uk

Posting it to: 23 Lower Alt Road, Hightown, L38 0BA
Or sending a photograph by WhatsApp or text to 07421 354877

***The closing date for this survey is 4th May 2026***


