	Stoke St Milborough Parish Council
(Stoke St. Milborough and Hopton Cangeford Parish Council)
www.stokestmilborough.org.uk 



Open Meeting 
On Wed. 21st Jan. 2026 at 7:30pm at 
Stoke St Milborough Village Hall
Draft minutes:
Open session for public to raise items:
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr C. Dahn and Cllr C. Stanford of Shropshire council.
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting None
3. Minutes: Minutes from 6-11-25 circulated prior to the meeting and unanimously agreed as a correct record
4. Matters Arising: None
5. Finance: To authorise payments: Clerks wages £407.55, HMO: Mr Lewis £287.50, Shropshire Council elections £250.00. All agreed. Plus £120 Village Hall hire from January 2025 to January 2026. Agreed. Balance at 30-12-25 £5845.62 + £6689.17. CIL fund of £8029.69 discussed. Improving the verges at the village hall: quote presented from Bowen’s £2430.00 VAT. Cllr Norgrove said the Village Hall would be very pleased. Cllr Powell to get another quote. Clerk to find out if VAT is reclaimable; if so, do we need materials and labour separated? Cllr Price proposes spreading CIL spending around the parishes by having new notice boards. There are 6, 1 of which is attached to a wall, not freestanding. Cllr Powell proposes using Cedar wood. Cllr Baylis proposes doors. Both TBC.
6. Budget and Precept to be approved for 2026/27: Budget presented and discussed. Use of CIL funds for Highway maintenance discussed. Increase in insurance questioned. Cllr Norgrove proposes precept remain at £2404.00 Seconded by Cllr Vigar, unanimously agreed. 
7. Reports from Representatives: Cllr Vigar reported on Chairs meeting: Shropshire Council have applied for a loan. The emergency contact number for snow issues was given to Clerk. She had no response when requesting compensation for farmers who assisted clearing the snow. Concern that parish and town councils are being bypassed by Shropshire planning department when large scale applications are submitted: such as Oswestry. Chair disappointed that Shropshire Council contractor to clear the snow was so late clearing around the parish. Farmers had already stepped in: Thanks given to them. Chair read Cllr Stanfords report: to be added to website.
8. Highways: 2 large potholes on the main road near Cleedownton, at least 2 cars have been damaged. Hole below the village hall, Thornacre, Boldventure, Red Hall, Cleestanton dip is terrible. Red Furlongs. Grit needed in the Church bin, need a bin at Green Bank Hollow at Blackford and Kinsen Cottage. There is large quantities of water coming out onto the main road by Cleedownton: 10yrds past Hackstone lane, on the right if heading to Bridgnorth. Near the 40 sign.
8. Correspondence: Planning Application 25/04641/FUL presented and discussed. Cllr Powell thought it looked reasonable. Cllr Norgrove proposes support, seconded by Cllr Powell and unanimously agreed. Clerk read road closure notices: to go on website. Chairs meetings and Partnership Working meeting discussed. Severn Trent public meeting proposed for Thursday 26th February in the evening. Cllr James raised issues with Severn Trent road closure at Hopton: according to road signage the residents would be trapped in by the middleton to Hopton Closure extending into the Stoke Closure. Haytons Bent exit would need opening first. Clerk to request confirmation of diversions and closure dates.
9. Items for the next meeting: (For dissemination of information only)
10. Date of Next Meeting: 20-5-26
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:48.
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