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Minutes
Ordinary Meeting of Coughton Parish Council 
Date and time: Monday 2nd February 2026 – 6.30pm                     
Place: Coughton C of E Primary School 

Present:
[bookmark: _heading=h.u9o4ii4w80fn]Cllr Lewington   				Chair
Cllr Stanton  					Vice Chair
Cllr Piddington
Cllr Hawthorne
Cllr Susan Juned				Stratford District Councillor
Cllr Luke Cooper				County Councillor

Apologies:
Cllr Len Carter
	
There were 4 members of the public present.

 458/26   1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES
                       Meeting opened by Cllr Christine Lewington at 6.30pm.
                       Apologies received from Cllr Len Carter.
	
459/26   2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST	
     No interest declared

460/26   3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
    The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th November 2025 were approved by 
    Cllr Roy Piddington and seconded by Cllr Jim Hawthorne.

   The minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting held on 5th January 2026 were also approved by 
   Cllr Roy Piddington and Cllr Jim Hawthorne.				

461/26  	4. ACTIONS OUTSTANDING:
                 4.1   The new Clerk, Becky Burman will begin on 9th February 2026. 
                 4.2   Lynne to chase progress on producing parking signs for Coughton Lane – ongoing ***
4.3  The grant suggested has been discontinued therefore it has been agreed to refurbish the 
         current noticeboard **
4.4   No further update re: meeting with the National Trust
4.5   Business Continuity Plan is still outstanding – Cllr Lewington to progress
4.6   The website is under continual development. This will pass to the new clerk once in post.*****
4.7   Speakers to be identified for future events  **** sean lovett 
4.8   The telephone has been purchased by the Parish Council for £1 – the refurbishment is being
          progressed by the Community Group led by Annie Harrison.
4.9   Re: trees overhanging by Milford House – clerk to write letter to Thomas White.  The issue  
          to also be raised with Farmer Bob given the land is let to him. *********
4.10 The Police to be invited to the March meeting – Cllr Lewington to progress 
4.11  De-fib training confirmed for 9th February @ 6.30pm 
4.12  Deer shooting @ Heart of England – no update ******
4.13  Signage @ Coughton Park – discussions with Heart of England confirmed signage will be 
            in place but no dates confirmed. ********
4.14  Coughton Parish Council calendar of events to be progressed – in development 
4.15   Letter to Thomas White and landowners re: footbridge and overhanging trees – clerk to 
            invite Thomas White to next meeting.
4.16  Letter to The Forge re: overgrown hedges – clerk to do ******
4.17  Blocked drains by The Throckmorton Arms – Cllr Hawthorn & MOP have informed highways. 
           Cllr Stanton to follow up. 
4.18  Milestones on A435 – to be progressed via the Community Group 

								
 462/26  5. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS AND HEAD OF SCHOOL

				                5.1 Flooding, Roads & Pathways – Cllr Lynne Stanton
	                        Confirmed the work replacing the drains in Coughton Fields Lane, Coughton Lane and 
         A435 has now been completed and working well. The next task for highways is to re-surface 
         the A435 through the village in March, this will take approximately 1 week and will mainly 
         happen during the night. Cllr Stanton is at present writing to Highways and Severn Trent 
         regarding the path and bollards at the ford.

								                5.2 Community Group – Cllr Christine Lewington 
       11 houses entered the Halloween Scarecrow competition. The Skittles match was well 
        attended but need to encourage Coughton residents to take part. The BT Phone Box has 
        been purchased and resident Annie has agreed to lead the refurbishment and development 
        of the Book Swap. There was a very successful Walk and Talk held on 30th December – see 
        Environment group below. The history project is moving forward.  Joy and Jim have been 
        interviewed and a video is currently being edited.
        Working with Coughton Court continues to strengthen with many ideas for activities and 
        events for 2026.  Magnus continues to be an active member of the group.  
        It has been agreed that 2 new defibrillators are needed for the village and the community 
        group will work towards raising funds throughout the year.  Some suggestions included; 
        Quiz at the Pub, Sports Day at the Court, Showstopper Cake etc.  competition, Open 
        gardens in Coughton. 
        Another Christmas tree was purchased this year with additional lights – another successful   
        display in the village. 

				                5.3 Environment Group – Cllr Jim Hawthorne
         The Community Walk & Talk held on 30th December went very well with over 40 people 
          attending. Sally and Dave from The Throckmorton Arms also participated and afterwards 
          provided a very welcome soup and sandwich followed by Bingo which raised £83 in aid of    
          the de-fibs for the village. Thanks to Paul and Annie Harrison for planning and leading the 
          route. Also, Geoff Collet for giving us a very interesting talk on the abandoned Studley 
          Bypass. Concerns have been expressed about the continual debris on the pathway up to
          Coughton Hill. There is an ongoing request for funds to complete the work that halted 
          at Hayden Way which would make for a much-improved pathway for pedestrians.  On a 
          positive note Highways did do an excellent litter pick along the A435 and renewing the drains 
          on the same road. Concerns remain about the Ford footbridge and the second footbridge by
          Milford House.

                  5.4 Coughton C of E Primary School – Mr Kolb
         No students have joined or left. Preparation underway for exams. There has been substantial 
         various road works and road closures in and around Coughton recently which has affected 
          both Coughton Lane and Sambourne Lane. Alex reported an example of the risks on the 
          A435 when all roads around the school were closed temporary traffic lights were in use.
         However, the temporary traffic lights stopped working and school staff had to stop traffic 
         and support children and parents across the busy A435. Within half an hour Alex witnessed 
         four vehicles going through red lights one included a bus. Another incident included a van 
         which had stopped at the temporary red lights, but a car overtook despite the lights on red. 
         Alex reiterated the importance of collaborating to reduce the speed on the A435.  Alex also 
         highlighted the risks when people use the lanes as a cut through when the A435 is blocked 
        due to accidents or roadworks. The speed within which people use the lanes places people 
        at risk. Cllr Lewington reiterated that the Parish Council continue to campaign to reduce the 
        speed on all the lanes within Coughton village. 

       Cllr Stanton requested that the school provide the Parish Council with details of all events 
       during the school term so that residents can be informed in good time. 

       Cllr Piddington also requested that there should be a further push for better bollards on the
        pathway from the pedestrian lights to Coughton Lane which are more robust and in keeping 
        with the village heritage. Due to the fact the present bollards do nothing but crumble when 
        a vehicle hits them. Several examples of appropriate bollards were highlighted. 

       Mr Kolb informed the Council that highways suggest no further work will be progressed unless 
       a full traffic survey has been completed. 

       Mr Kolb also informed the Council of another shooting incident (DATE TO E PROVIDED) 
       during school time and when children were in the playground.  This is the 2nd time Alex has 
       had to bring children back into school because of the use of firearms in close proximity to the
       school. Cllr Lewington to identify who this is and to have a word about the impact on the 
       school and in particular children. 
463/26  6. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS

   6.1 County Councillor Luke Cooper
            I have passed on the issue of the 20 Miles an Hour Advisory Sign for the A435 to
            Highways. They had a response from Minor Works, unfortunately rejecting a 
            sign because the road doesn’t meet criteria (the speed limit is incorrect) so I have
            followed this up by asking for other measures that they believe can feasibly be done, 
            as soon as possible, to make the road safer. I have promised to fund this measure from 
            my Delegated Budget and I currently am waiting on a proposal from Minor Works. I will
            chase this up regularly but unfortunately, I don’t have a timeframe as of yet.

  6.2 District Councillor Susan Juned 
          Items on the Agenda included:
· A presentation on the Enforcement Plan consultation from the head of Development.
· A presentation on rural crime from the PCC and police staff.
· A summary of the Part L Open Space Policy
· A presentation on dealing with Town/Parish Council Vacancy Notices
· An update on Local Government Reorganisation
       The next Parish Forum will be on Thursday June 25th. 
       Consultations: SDC is carrying out consultations on: 
· Local Enforcement Plan – open until 4th March 2026
· New Housing Allocations Policy – open until 3rd March 2026
· Budget 2026/2027 - open until 3rd February 2026
        Last Cabinet – 19th January: Items discussed included
· The Housing Allocations Policy which has now gone out to consultation
· The Warwickshire partners Joint Statement of Intent on addressing homelessness
· The Revenue and Capital Budget which has now gone to consultation
· The provision of solar canopies over parts of the Stratford Leisure Centre carpark to generate energy for the Leisure Centre and for electric car charge-points
       Next Cabinet – 9th February: Items to be discussed will include:
· Finalising the Budget before the Council meeting on the 23rd January
· Future options for Southam Grange
· Support for the Shopmobility service
      The View Magazine is being delivered to all households across the District and is in 
       addition to the mobile phone App and On-line View to help residents with the 
       information they need. 
       Cllr Stanton asked for copies of The View Magazine to be provided so that distribution   
       can align with the Coughton Parish Newsletter. 

	
							
464/26  7. PUBLIC FORUM 
														
A member of the public raised the issue of the Zig Zags outside the school having significantly 
worn down and requested that these are repainted as soon as possible.  The issue of the 
potholes which have already disintegrated around the village was also highlighted.  Additionally,
there is an overgrown hedge which is impacting on people’s ability to walk on the pathway 
resulting in some people having to walk on the road.  The Parish Council has been asked to write 
to the resident involved. 			

465/26 8. PLANNING
1. 25/02937/FUL – The Garden House – no objections
2. 25/03042/ADV – Howdens Alcester Ind Estate – no objections
3. 25/02274/FUL – Aldi Development – Cllr Susan Juned stated that a block has been placed due 
to the lack of a transport plan.  The Chair and Vice Chair of Coughton PC concurred with the
      District Councils stance on the need for a detailed transport plan. 

466/26 9. FINANCIAL MATTERS


	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	26
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	27
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	JUNE SALARY
	240.99

	28
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	120PF02042518 
	60.4

	29
	B/P to: Clear Councils 
	LCO00746
	365.57

	30
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	31
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	32
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	120PF02042518 
	60.2

	33
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	JUNE-AUG EXPENSES
	105.45

	34
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	COUGHTON PC
	110

	35
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC NEWSLETTER
	35.78

	36
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	JULY SALARY
	241.19

	37
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	38
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	39
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	COUGHTON PC 
	337

	40
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	Coughton Pc July
	110

	41
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	Salary& Hols Aug/Sept
	380.27

	42
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	43
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	44
	B/P to: Duncan Mathison
	Salary 
	352.72

	45
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	46
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	47
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	48
	DM Payroll
	 
	60

	49
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	August
	110

	50
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	September
	110

	51
	Brian Davenport
	Xmas Tree
	160

	52
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	Debt owed
	246.31

	53
	B/P to: L Stanton
	De fib Pads
	204

	54
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC NEWSLETTER
	35.78

	55
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC NEWSLETTER
	32.2

	56
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	57
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	58
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	59
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	TOTAL
	3,483.79 




		
	Coughton Parish Council
	 

	 
	 

	Bank Reconciliation
	 

	 
	 

	Opening Bank Balance 01/04/25
	4,768.28

	 
	 

	  Plus, Receipts
	7738.69

	Total Income 
	12,506.97

	Less Payments to date
	6,080.72 

	 
	 

	TOTAL
	 

	Less uncleared deposits:
	0.00

	 
	 

	Uncleared deposits total
	0.00

	 
	 

	Plus, uncleared payments:
	0.00

	 
	 

	Total
	6,426.25

	 
	 

	 
	 

	Closing Bank Balance 
	6,420.43

	 
	Service charge of £6 on 24/25 a/c

	 
	 

	 
	 

	I declare that I have seen the bank statement and can confirm that this bank reconciliation is accurate
	 

	 
	 

	Signed:          C Lewington
	 

	
	



467/26  10. CORRESPONDENCE
                       Letter received from resident regarding parking and double yellow lines in Coughton Lane.
                       Cllr Lewington has responded to this.

468/26  11.DATE OF NEXT MEETING
			                   23rd March 2026 @ 6.30pm

                     Meeting closed at 7.45pm.

 Christine Lewington
 Chair of Coughton Parish Council.
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