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 Coughton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held 
At the School Hall, Coughton C of E Primary School, on Monday 23rd March 2026

Present:  Councillors: Christine Lewington (Chair), (Cllr Lynne Stanton Vice Chair) Cllr Roy Piddington, Cllr Len Carter, Cllr Jim Hawthorne
In attendance: District Cllr Susan Juned, Rebecca Burman (Clerk)

Also in attendance: 10 members of the public  
	1. 
	Apologies Considered for Absence:
County Cllr Luke Cooper

	2. 
	Register of Interests: 
None disclosed

Disclosures of Interests: 
Members were reminded of the need to keep their register of interests updated. Members were asked to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary or other Interests in items considered in virtual meetings and their nature.

	3. 
	Open Forum 
Chairman to Move: The Meeting & Standing Orders be now adjourned:

At the Chairman’s discretion residents are invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on this agenda or raise issues for future consideration.  Members of the public may not take part in the Parish Council Meeting.  There will be no discussion by members of the Council during this session but the views expressed may be considered later as part of particular agenda items.  During this period, in accordance with the revised Code of Conduct, members of the Council who have a disclosable interest (but not a disclosable pecuniary interest) in an item on the agenda may also make representations, answer questions, or give evidence relating to that item.

1. A member of the public raised concerns regarding the aluminium footbridges, noting that a tree is pressing against one structure and may cause damage. The Council agreed to obtain three quotations for the necessary works and to establish land ownership. 
2. A member of the public expressed thanks to Sean Thornhill for his work on the road resurfacing, which has significantly reduced noise pollution, and for his efforts in relation to flood prevention measures. The Parish Council and residents echoed their appreciation. 


3. A query was raised regarding the potential for additional safety measures on the pavements near the primary school. This has been raised many times with County Council – County Cllr Luke Cooper not in attendance – awaiting update
4. Concerns were raised about the quality of recent pothole repairs. Cllr Stanton will contact Highways to follow this up.

To receive Ward Member’s Reports.

County councilor’s report – Luke Cooper – not in attendance. 

District Councillor’s report – Susan Juned 
· LGR Government consultation closes 26 March. 
· Rural Crime Advisors supporting Operation Recall and delivering home security sessions. 
· Cabinet approved Growing Opportunities Plan 2026–2029 (poverty, wellbeing, opportunities). 
· Council website and online services fully redesigned. 
· Continued partnership with Graham Fulford Trust; subsidised health testing session in Alcester on 18 July. 
· Climate Change & Nature Recovery Progress Report, housing allocations review, and economic strategy to come to Cabinet. 
· Ongoing work on SWLP, aiming for Examination by December 2026. 
· 
Community Group Report 
· Year of Events published and promoted; several events planned to fund two village defibrillators. 
· Quiz Night at The Throckmorton Arms on 5 April 2026 to raise funds for defibrillators (£2 per person). 
· Boozy Book Club to start 15 April 2026, meetings every 6–8 weeks. 
· Phone Box ‘Book Swap’ – name agreed; renovation and signage planned when weather permits. 
· GoFundMe page to be set up for defibrillator fundraising. 
· Annual Summer Fete at Coughton Court on 1 August 2026, including Sports Day and Tug of War. 
· Community Choir & Crafty Club event planned to raise funds with active participation from attendees.
Environment Report
Query raised regarding the ford about reinstating the grass by the ford which is already in hand. 
Flooding and Highways Report
No report – already covered in earlier reports.
Coughton C of E Primary School Head Teacher’s Report
No Report 
Chairman to Move: To close the adjournment and the suspension of Standing Orders
The Chairman closed the open forum and reconvened the meeting at 19.07

	4. 
	Acceptance of Minutes: 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd February 2026 at Coughton Primary C of E School were considered and approved by the Council to be a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

	5. 
	Planning Matters:
1.Applications:
a. None Received
2.Appeals:
a. None Received
a) 3.Decisions:
a. Case Officer: Heather Kenny Reference No. 25/03176/LBP.  Re-rendering part of the front (south) elevation. Repair methodology described in Render Repair Schedule February 2026 Version 2. SECOND SCHEDULE Coughton Fields Farm Coughton Fields Lane Coughton Alcester B49 6BT
b. Case Officer: Tim Stringer Reference No. 26/00170/TREE Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Alcester, B49 5HU. NO OBJECTION to the following arboricultural work:T1 conifer - Reduce tree from approximately 8-10 metres, down to 4 metres.T2 conifer - Reduce tree from approximately 8-10 metres, down to 4 metres T3 conifer - Reduce tree from approximately 8-10 metres, down to 4 metres 

	6. 
	Finance:
1. The Council gave consideration and unanimous approval of the payments listed in Appendix A, confirming the payments in Appendix A have been approved by full Council and there is provision within the budget, and that financial regulations and relevant policies have been followed. 
2. There was no income noted since last meeting 

	7. 
	Council & Community Matters:
1. Councillor Email Addresses 
· To consider changing Councillor email addresses to gov.uk due to Assertion 10 coming into effect from April 2026. 
· Action: Councillors to transition to gov.uk email addresses. 
2. Gunfire During School Times 
· Second report of gunfire heard during school hours; land owned by Thomas White. 
· Action: Cllr Lewington to contact local farmers initially; if unresolved, Police to be contacted. 
3. Ongoing Speeding Issues 
· Multiple complaints received; official letter sent to Highways. Response received but matter to remain on agenda. Possibility of reinstating one-way system in afternoons discussed. 
· Action: Continue monitoring and pursue further measures as required. 
4. Parking Signs – Coughton Lane 
· Discussion held. 
· Action: Keep on agenda for future consideration. 
5. Village Noticeboard Refurbishment 
· Refurbishment discussed. 
· Action: Work to be carried out as soon as possible. 
6. Parish Assembly Speakers 
· Food bank manager invited and has accepted. 
· Action: Confirm arrangements for Parish Assembly. 
7. Trees Overhanging – Milford House 
· Letter sent to residents regarding overhanging trees. 
· Action: Monitor response from residents. 
8. Overgrown Hedges – The Forge 
· Issue discussed. 
· Action: Letter to be sent to residents requesting attention. 

	8. 
	Highway Matters
1. Recent Works – Sean Thornhill (Highways) 
· Discussion held regarding recent highway works during open forum. 
2. VAS Signs 
· Discussion on Vehicle Activated Signs and road safety measures. 
· Action: Traffic and Road Safety Officers to be invited to the next meeting for further discussion.

	9. 
	Matters Raised by Members: The following matters were raised by Council Members for consideration for future agendas:
Nothing noted. 

	10. 
	LIST OF ACTIONS FROM MEETING: 
1. 3.1 – Quotes to be obtained – Cllr Lewington / Clerk 
2. 3.3  - Awaiting update from County Councillor Cooper 
3. 3.4 – Cllr Stanton to contact Highways 
4. 7.1 – Emails changed to Gov.uk to adhere to assertion 10 guidelines – Clerk 
5. 7.2 – Cllr Lewington to contact land owners / farmers in first instance before asking for police involvement. 
6. 7.8 – Clerk to send letter to land owners regarding overhanging trees. 

	11.  
	Date of Next Meeting:	
Council confirmed the date of the next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on 18th May APM and ordinary PM at 6.30pm in the School Hall, Coughton C of E Primary School
Dates of the remainder of Ordinary Parish Council Meetings for 2026-2027 are as follows:
20th July 2026
21st September 2026
16th November 2026
18th January 2027
15th March 2027

	12. 
	Closure of Meeting:  The Chairman closed the meeting at 19.25
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	APPENDIX A
	
	
	
	
	

	PAYMENT
	PAYEE
	DETAILS
	TOTAL
	VAT
	NET
	

	BACS
	Ms R Burman 
	Clerk's Pay and Expenses
	********
	 
	********
	

	DD
	Bank Charges 
	February 
	6.00
	 
	6.00
	

	DD
	Bank Charges 
	March 
	6.00
	 
	6.00
	

	BACS
	Amazon
	Towel for Defb 
	5.64
	 
	5.64
	

	BACS
	IMCKR Ltd
	Scissors for Defibrillator
	4.49
	 
	4.49
	

	BACS
	Solopress
	Leaflet / Flyers newsletter
	35.78
	 
	35.78
	

	BACS
	DM Payroll Services
	Payroll 
	84.00
	14.00
	70.00
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	570.83
	570.83
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