Page 768
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th November 2018 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes, Community Warden Jo Vos, Voluntary Support Warden Lee Phelan, 9 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3876.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr Lloyd-Smith agenda item 5 ii, non pecuniary, minute no.3881.b  and Cllr Mash agenda item 14.a, non pecuniary, minute no. 3890.a


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3877.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess, PCSOs Kate Richards & Luke Jones.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3879.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2018:  Confirmed as a correct 

            record after various typing errors had been corrected.

3880.
Matters Arising: 


i)  ABC policy on Parish Council objections to planning applications: Reply now received from ABC.  It is up to the Parish Council to ensure that its reasons for objecting are made clear when comments are made as it is not possible for Planning Officers to check with the Clerk before making their decision. 


ii)  Change of KCC policy on Free School Transport update.  The Chairman gave an update informing the meeting that he had written to the Government Dept. for Education asking for clarification on certain matters but had yet to receive a reply.  

 
iii)  Consultation on Main modifications to the Ashford Local Plan 2030.  The Council's comments had been completed online and also put on the Parish Council's website.
3881.
Planning Applications (previously circulated):


a) 18/01490/AS  Safala, Stocks Road – Single storey rear extension to existing property.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to support this application.

b) 18/02505/AS  Part of garden north of Poplar Farmhouse – Construction of a new 2 storey bedroom dwelling with associated parking, access and landscaping.  Cllrs had listened to comments made during the public session.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application with two Councillors abstaining. 
3882.
Housing Needs Survey update.  Cllr Venning reported that the surveys went out with the 


November issue of the Outlook on Oxney.  Data will not be looked at by ACRK until after 15th 
December.  It was agreed that a hamper up to the value of £100 will be given to the holder of the 


survey drawn by ACRK.

3883.  SIDs update.  Nothing further to report.  It was agreed that the Clerk push KCC further with 
regard to verge land ownership.

3884.
Request from Isle of Oxney branch of the Royal British Legion to plant a tree on The Green to commemorate the centenary of the Armistice. Subject to the detail as to position and type of tree to be agreed the Council was happy for this to go ahead.
3885.
Boulder for Plaque to commemorate Airship Mooring-out Station update.  The boulder is now in place and waiting for the plaque to be fixed to it.  Cllrs agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr Gallagher of Gallaghers Quarry.  It was agreed that once the plaque is in place the RAF should be contacted to arrange for an official unveiling.
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3886.
Additional names to go on the War Memorial update.   Clerk is waiting for a site meeting date with the Stonemason.
3887.
Task List deferred from last meeting.  The Chairman listed the following:-


Register Land holdings – Waiting for documents from the Bank held in safe custody.


Brand PC Assets – To go in parallel with land holdings.

Churchyard Wall – Waiting for further quotes.

SIDs – Waiting for agreement on the sites

VOICES proposals – The outstanding matters have been agreed.

FAQs and Useful Contacts on website – Useful Contacts are on the website and agreed no further action on the FAQs

Renovate Bus Shelter – To be undertaken some time next year.


Complete agreed work on The Green/Coronation Field including new path – Section of hedge to be removed and new path to be laid from the existing path to the new gate once it is in position.

Additional names on the War Memorial – Awaiting advice from the Stonemason.

Works that might improve the Village Green, including the pond – To follow on the completion of the Cemetery extension.

Council-owned Christmas Lights – No. 

Sign to Village Green and Play Area – To be undertaken some time next year.


Annual Drinks Party for new residents – Not at this stage.
3888.
Community & Information Effectiveness.
At the moment information comes straight to the Clerk, usually by email, and is then forwarded to Councillors. If she thinks residents might be interested she puts it on Facebook, Nextdoor and the Website.  Cllr Venning asked how we should make residents more aware of items they might be interested in especially if they don't have internet access and suggested that if there is anything that a Councillor thinks should be passed on to residents that it is brought up at the next meeting.  Trial this for 6 months.
3889.
Initial proposals for consideration for the budget 2019-20 (to be finalised in December)

Suggestions, other than items outstanding from the task list (Minute 3887) – Replanking the bench on The Green facing the War Memorial &  Village Gateway signs.
3890.
Correspondence:


a) Outlook on Oxney – request for donation of £927.50 towards the cost of printing.  Agreed.

b) Kent Men of the Trees – Trees in the Village Competition 2018 result and report.  Very useful, although most of the comments are with regard to trees on ABC land.  Clerk to forward report to ABC Tree Officer for his comments.

Previously Circulated:


c) Kent Men of The Trees – Arbour Summer 2018

Previously Circulated by email:

d)  UK Power Networks Roadshows & Local Government     e)  WKPS – Planning News     


f)  Home Office – Criminal Exploitation of Children & Vulnerable Adults     g)  NHW – Our Watch 
News     h)  Kent Nature Partnership Newsletter     i)  National Cross-Sector Safety & Security 
Communications – National Cyber Security Centre Annual Review 2018     j)  KCC – Community 


Transport Grant Scheme     k)  Rother District Proposed Submission Development & Site 
Allocations Local Plan     l)  Kent PCC Sept.Oct 2018 Newsletter     m)  ABC – Leader Briefing 
Note 74     n)  KALC News – October 2018     o)  South East Water – Revealing our 'Beast from 
the East' action plan, water network upgrades and our most ambitious business plan yet     


p)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership     q)  KCC's Winter Service     r)  KCC's 
reporting video     s)  Kent Police Articles     t)  NHW Message   
3891.
Payments for Authorisation:


Ii  Lexi Datta – reimburse £16.20 for bulbs for The Triangle – Authorised.


ii)  Clerk – reimburse £36.56 plus Vat for printer cartridges and £143.95 plus Vat for replacement battery charger, electrode pads & mask for Defib following use.  Authorised.

iii)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – invoice for Housing Needs Survey £1030.31 plus Vat. Authorised.
3892.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's: Nothing to report
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b)  Finance: 


      i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.


      ii)  Half yearly Caretaker's budget statement
 Noted.  
     

            c)  Planning:                                                                                                                                                            
                 Decisions received: 

                 18/01275/AS Windrush Cottage, Stocks Road – Proposed two storey side & rear extension,

                                       proposed additional rear dormer window and rooflight to north, changes to

                                       external materials.                                                                                    Granted

                 18/01083/AS Tyle House Orchard – New gateway                                                     Granted                                                                   
                 CO/18/0186 Land on the south side of Palstre Court Road  – Pre-application advice has been 

                                      sought.

d)  Highways: Clerk reported that the cats eyes are being reinstated after resurfacing at The Stocks and Peening Quarter.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Nothing to report.


f)  Open Spaces:  Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Nothing to report.     
3893.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

i)  Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin reported that no meeting had been held since his last report.

3894.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3895.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  11th December  2018 at 7.30pm preceded by  seasonal refreshments.
3896.
Items for information: 


i)   Clerk read out the PCSO's report.  Crime is still low in the village.  Cllr Venning reported that he had emailed Kate Richards with regard to reinstating the Police Parish Forum but had yet to hear from her.


ii)   Cllr Venning informed the meeting that he had been re-elected as a Trustee at the Action with Communities in Rural Kent AGM.


iii)   The Chairman gave a brief report on the Highways Seminar he had attended.


iv)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith gave a brief report on the NHS Listening Event he had attended.

3897.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public. Proposed by Cllr Parkin and seconded by Cllr Mash.


The Swan Inn – Agreed to examine options for bringing the building back into use as licensed premises.

The meeting closed at 22.15hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


18/02505/AS Part of garden north of Poplar Farmhouse. The agent and architect attended and together with neighbours were able to give further information.  Much concern was expressed over the access on to Poplar Road and the loss of privacy for the residents of Poplar Field.
Other Matters
            1)  Mr Roger Parker congratulated the Council on the result of reducing the hedge around The Green and Coronation Field.  Community Warden Jo Vos had told St. Michaels PC of our action so they came to take a look and have since reduced the height of the hedge around their playing area after concerns had been expressed over anti-social behaviour.


2)  Mr Dave Fletcher explained the RBL's request for a walnut tree to be planted to commemorate the centenary of the Armistice and asked if it would be possible to make a joint occasion of the planting of the tree and unveiling of the Wittersham Airfield plaque.
Community Wardens Report – Jo reported that she had been on annual leave since the last meeting but had attended the Community Market and offered advice to various people. A bike marking event had been held in Tenterden so she is hoping that one could be set up in Wittersham.
