Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
10th May 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.35
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr G Ridley

Cllr M Forrest
Cllr J Hunter
	Cllr M McGuire
Cllr J Clark
Cllr J Elliott
Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr C Moore
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

County Councillor – Cllr I Hutchinson

1 member of press.



	
	47/21
	47/21.01 Election of Chair
Cllr Sharp was nominated and accepted the role. He signed his declaration of acceptance.

PROPOSED   Cllr G Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                          AGREED       

	
	
	47/21.02 Election of Vice Chair
Cllr M Ridley was nominated and accepted the role.

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                    AGREED       

	
	48/21
	Chair’s Report – the report was noted, a copy can be found on the website.

	
	49/21
	Clerk’s Financial Report-the report was noted, a copy can be found on the website                                                                     

	
	50/21
	Appointments to other bodies

	
	
	50/21.01   Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Committee - 3 members
Cllr M Ridley and Cllr A Sharp were nominated and accepted. Cllr J Elliott stepped down and it was agreed to defer the other position until the next meeting. Cllr Sharp thanked Cllr Elliott for his hard work as chair over the last couple of years which Cllr G Ridley endorsed.

PROPOSED   Cllr G Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                          AGREED       

	
	
	50/21.01   Haltwhistle Partnership Limited Board of Directors - 3 members
Cllr G Ridley was nominated and accepted the post.

PROPOSED   Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                          AGREED
Cllr M Hodgson was nominated and accepted the post subject to more information.

PROPOSED   Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED  
It was agreed to defer the 3rd position.     

	
	
	50/21.01   Police Liaison Committee - 1 member
Cllr M Forrest was nominated and accepted the post.

PROPOSED   Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                          AGREED  



	
	
	50/21.01   Staffing Committee – 6 members
Cllr’s G Ridley, J Hunter, I Stott and M Forrest were nominated and all agreed.

PROPOSED   Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED  

It was agreed to defer the other 2 posts.

Cllr Ridley was thanked for his work as chair over the last couple of years.

	
	
	50/21.01   Burn Field Village Green Working Group – 2 members
Cllr M McGuire was nominated and accepted the post.

PROPOSED   Cllr A Sharp                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED  

Cllr C Moore was nominated and accepted the post.

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                    AGREED 

Cllr McGuire was thanked for his work as chair over the last couple of years.      

	
	51/21
	Apologies for absence  - Cllr I Stott, Cllr T Christie

	
	52/21
	Public Questions There were no questions.

	
	53/21
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.     

	
	54/21
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 12th April 2021 

PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr M McGuire                            AGREED                                                                   

	
	55/21
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda - No Matters 

	
	56/21
	NCC

56/21.01 Report from County Councillor
· Park Ave and Park Rd have had road works completed with Park Rd patched ready for re-surfacing.
· Cllr Forrest asked if Cllr Hutchinson would find out if West View Roadn and Moor View Road were to have any repair work undertaken.
· Cllr Elliott asked that car parking in the town, particularly Park Road and Tyne View Road, could be considered. Members asked if someone from NCC could be invited for an outside meeting.
56/21.02 Proposal to ask the leader of NCC and the education Portfolio holder to a meeting.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                   AGREED
7.15pm JC arrived 

	JE
	57/21
	Grounds Matters 
57/21.01 Report and Proposals from Meeting on 26th April 2021   
1. Covid Memorial Considerations: To be deferred and discussed at Town Meeting.
2. Coronation Park –Proposal to create a position for a councillor to liaise with the groups who are maintaining any of the land owned by the council. 
This will considered under, 59/21
3. Wall in under 6 area at comb Hill – The ownership of the wall is still unclear but the clerk is researching the enclosure act. Some small repairs have been undertaken in the meantime.
JE declared an interest
4. Orchard Gardens – The land on the left does belong to Linden Homes and their solicitors will write to the resident who has been using it. The clerk will ask that Linden Homes remove the fencing around it and ask them to remove anything that should not be there. The Council’s solicitor should receive the paperwork this week.
5. Comb Hill wet pour – The Tender and Specification have already been agreed so, the advert will go into the Courant this week.
6. Seat on Comb Hill The following has been suggested by the family.

‘Please sit and stay a whiletake in the view and when you smile-know this was ours everyday-enjoy and rest before you go on your way. in loving memory of Bill & Margaret Dodsworth -Edgehill House.’

The seat has been ordered and the positioned agreed with a donation to cover costs from the family.

7. Cycle Track –The Young & Sweet survey was considered, and it was positive for the potential use of the track. There is £4500 ringfenced and the council can apply for grant funding from NNPA. The application form is to be submitted if agreed.
Proposal to apply for £5000 funding from NNPA, to progress the advert and tender specification to aim for completion by the school holidays.
PROPOSED Cllr M McGuire                     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                        AGREED       
8. War memorial –The War Memorial is uninsured at the present time. A valuation is advised and then a quote for the insurance premium.

Proposal to ask Steven Renwick to value the replacement costs and obtain an insurance quote.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                      SECONDED Cllr   J Elliott                         AGREED       
9. Hanging baskets. The baskets have been ordered at a price of £25 each.
10. Any other items
· Parking at Burn Field – the parking for the recent football match was so bad residents could not get up or down the road. If any emergency vehicles had been required, they would not have been able to access the houses further up. 

Proposal to write to the The Jubilee Football Club and ask if they could address the issue.
PROPOSED   Cllr M McGuire                    SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                      AGREED       
The Pig Market – Michael Glenwright is struggling to manage to cut the grass in this area and asked if it could be swapped with NCC for Coronation Park. Members agreed that this could be looked at later in the year as the contract for grounds is up for renewal but did not feel they wanted to ask NCC at this point. However, the members were happy to look for another contractor to undertake the Pig Market.

Proposal – to review the Pig Market and Coronation Park in the specification later in the year. To obtain quotes from local contractors to undertake the Pig Market for this year. The clerk to write to the Burial committee to inform them of the decision.
PROPOSED  Cllr J Hunter                   SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                       AGREED       
Railway Sidings.
Cllr Elliot raised the concerns from a number of residents about the clearance of some shrubs on the site, by the team improving the footpaths with the aid of a grant from HTC. The resident questioned whether public money should be used to disturb wildlife.
It was pointed out that there were two distinct issues here.
The land is private, and the restoration of the footpaths had been carried out. Cllr Michael Ridley had inspected the work and was satisfied that it was well executed. The grant was for materials to improve the footpath.
The council was unhappy that such contretemps had arisen but was aware that they had no remit to intervene in the management of the site beyond ensuring that the works funded by the council were well carried out.

It was proposed to move to next business.

PROPOSED  Cllr G Ridley                   SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                       AGREED                      
57/21.02 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
One solar light has been fitted and appears to be working very well. The other one will be fitted in the next few weeks.
57/21.03 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
The clerk was asked to contact NCC for an update on the toilet transfer and find out about the electricity charging.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                   SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                       AGREED       
8.15pm IH left the meeting

	
	58/21
	Policing in Haltwhistle – no report but any concerns residents have can be passed onto Cllr Margaret Forrest.

	
	59/21
	Representatives for Working Groups

· Newsletter – Cllr McGuire and Cllr G Ridley volunteered.

· Volunteer Representative – Cllr Moore volunteered.

	AS
	60/21


	Planning Applications                      

AS left the room

21/0142/FUL The Band Room – Conversion into 2 dwellings with 2 parking bays

Object due to highway concerns

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                               SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                   AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	60/21.01 Determined and Other Planning Matters 

20/02697 – Change of basement to apartment – Old Midland Bank  -GRANTED

	
	61/21
	Reports on Financial Matter[image: image1.png]61/21.01

61/21.02

61/21.03

ancial Matters:

£
Bank and cash balances as at 30th April 2021

[Current Account 87,710.11]
[Cashinhand 100.00|
[ToTAL 87,810.11]

Receipts Received
JBC

JBC

JBC

NCC

HMRCVAT

1BC

Included above
802.39 PAYE, NEST, Clerk recharge
298.04 HP Monthly Payment recharge
6,558.44 Set up of HP costs -recxharge
71,250.00 1st Tranche

3,958.97

Not Included Above

3,680.00|Last Mower Pay & admin cost

Pay\method Incl VAT

[Accounts for payment_10th May 2021 £ Includedin Balance Above
BNP Finance Direct Pay 6558.44]Set up costs for JBC
BNP Direct Pay 298.04 Monthly Amount
lonos DDR 2.40|Email account
Mrs s M Saunders Direct Pay 250.00| Donation to DOfE
Postma Electrical 6,432.00|Paid but missed off on payment list
[Total 13,540.88|
Not Included Above
NCC Direct Pay 1,248.90| Grounds May
[Mrs S M Saunders Direct Pay 900.19| May Salary
HMRC Direct Pay 516.55| Estimated PAYE: -
[Nest Pension Provider DDR 185.27| Estimated Pension -
INCC Direct Pay 12.52|Estimated Phone May
PPH Direct Pay T10.11] STRPS - Posts, nails & ties, wire, staples
PPH Direct Pay 192.07| Gravel, teak oil, sub-base - Memorial Seat, playsand|
[stec 166.00| Subs
NALC 661.98|subs, website & Magazine
[Mrs S M Saunders 5.00]Land Registry
HEDIBC 340.05| Dog bags, noticeboard, Memorial seat, install bir
Ritem ix 96.00| Concrete for m seat
[TVCRP Direct Pay 10.00| Subscription
HEDIBC Direct Pay 8,861,871t Tranche
[CNH DDR 3,680.00] Last Mower Pay & admin cost
[Zurich Insurance Direct Pay 2,211.41|£570 - JBC
[Hexham Courant Direct Pay 378.72| Advert for Town Meeting & Wetpour Contract
Total 15,580.64]
[TOTAL 33,121.57]




s

The following payments were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                 SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                                    AGREED                                                                   
61/21.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 30thApril 2021.      
61/21.04 Christmas Lights – to consider quote and amount from council. Members will review standing orders and defer this decision until July.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                 SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                                      AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	Other Financial Matters

62/21.01 Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2020/2021

The clerk had to find an alternate auditor at short notice and the report has not been received. The audit items are deferred until the meeting in June.   

	
	63/21
	Hospital Transport – Cllr Forrest reported an incident of a resident not able to book the patient transport to hospital. The clerk was instructed to clarify procedure with a possible meeting.
PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                                    AGREED                                                                   

	
	64/21
	Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 

It was agreed to defer this item as the clerk had not received a report.

	
	65/21
	Correspondence 

A Letter from Valentano, the twinning town with Haltwhislte has been received with condolences for HRH The Late Duke of Edinburgh. A copy of which was included in the card sent to HM The Queen.

	
	66/21
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee

The plans for the consecrated are have now been completed.

Work on the cemetery house is progressing.

	
	67/21


	Dates and times of next meetings

Town Council Meeting - Monday 7th June 2021
Monthly Council meeting from 6.30pm in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library.
Annual Town Meeting – Tuesday 18th May 2021 – 7pm Room 3, Haltwhistle Library.
Grounds meeting Wednesday 2nd June 2021, 10.00am

The meeting closed at 9.15pm


Signed Chair:                                              Date:  7th June 2021                           Page 2 of 3

